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of | 
he much better underſtood than it was 
2 formerly, when many very unwary 
Di ſcour ſes upon the Subject rather 
diſcouraged than excited Mem to the 
hc Performance of it. The Preparation 
| was lock'd upon as [0 difficult and 
burden ſom, and ſo great a Perfection 
/ Piery required in the Receivers, 
that all ſincere Beginners in Religion 


e 


ti. 
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\ MONG the many worthy At- 


; 
br 
2 ” 
by 
* 


tempts hat have been made 


2 7o retrieve the Picty and Devotion 
2 of the Primitive Times, the promo- 
ling frequent Communion has had 
uo mconſiderable Influence; and as 
this ancient Practice recovers its 
ttue Perfection, we may reaſonably 
expect, that the wonderful Effects 
o, it will appear in the Lives aud 
2 Converſation / Chri/tzans. 


The Duty it ſelf ſeems at preſent 


| were iucliu'd to think,that the ſacred 


Inſtitution 20 Ways related to them; 


land the Men of Buſineſs, tho other- 


.A> ĩ 


1 The PRFTTacfF. ; 
| w/e very ſerious, were of the Opi- 
1 nion, that ſo much more Retirement 
; was neceſſary than they could ſpare, 
i that not being able to prepare them. 

' ſelves according to ſuch Schemes, 
they altogether laid aſide the Duty, 
and reſerved the Holy Communion * 
= for their Viaticum in their laſt * 
| Hours; which, thi an admirable * 
3 | Means to ſettle and ſecure the Par. 
| don and Peace of ſuch penitent Souls : 
2447 have frequented the Altar in the 
1 Time of their Health and Vigour; 
| wet, I am afraid, will but little 
| avail thoſe who have Wilfully neg. 
ll JefFed it all along in Life. 
Now if Chriſtians did but ſeri- 
4 ouſly conſider, that the beſt Prepa- 
| ration for celebrating the holy My. 
4 ſteries conſeſted in a conſtant Care t 


, 


ſn govern their Lives by the Precept. 
{ of the Goſpel; and that it was ſafe 11, 
ſl ficient if they approached the Lord's | 
able with honeſt and devout Minds, , 
 *-heartily and ſincerely reſolving tt), 
.amend their Lives, and truly wil: 


| ang 
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L ling and deſirons to uſe all Means 
A to become better; it is impoſſible, I 
5 % if Mens Minds were poſſeſſed 
Z with this right Notion of the Matter, 
Jand that they really. deſigned to be 
true to their Chriſtian Pro fefſions, 
„ ; bur that they ſhould embrace all Op- 
n 1 portunities of receiving the Holy Sa- 
5 crament, aud lament every rea ſon- 
able Cauſe of their Abſence,as a great 
7-2 Misfortune, becauſe it is the beſt 
us Means to enable them to diſcharge 
= their Duty. And indeed the Religion 
de live by, is the Religion we muſt 
; 2 receive by; tho the Methods many 
8. Men take upon theſe Occaſions tempt 
one to believe that they think there is 

ri. 4 great Difference between them. 
Tor my Part, I could never tif 
cover any Duty, ſuppoſing one in- 
ſtructed in the Nature of this hol y 
pts. | Action, that a Man was obliged 
, to, before receiving the Holy Com- 
1 munion, that was not his Duty 
2d ſome Time or other, though he for- 
g 4. bire Communicating. [or the holy 
2 A 3. Sacra- 


2 


5 


— 
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Sacrament does not ſo much obhlige u 
: to new Duties as enable us to make | 
good thoſe Obligations which the 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity has alrea- * 
dy laid upon us. 1 1 
They that areacquainted with Ec- © 
clcſiaſtical Hiſtory, know very well, * 
that the Euchariſt in thepureſt Ages of © 
the Church, made a part of their daily © 
Publick Service; aud when the Deo- 
tion of Chriſtiaus began to decline, 
theyyet always upon the Lord's Day 
celebrated the Chriſtian Service. Our 
ſecond Service at the Altar ſeems de. 
fective without a conformable Pra- 

_ Fice to Antiquity in this Point; and © 
the holy Exerciſes of the Lord's Day 
appear to want their due Perfection 
without theſe Euchariſtical Devori- | 
ons. To this Purpoſe our Church has © 
encouraged a conſtant weekly Com- 
munion, by permitting it to be cele- 
Rubrick after 6r afedWwhere three or four 
Commun. Perſons arc ready and wil- 
ling to communicate; as hing aſſur | 
by our Saviour, that where two or 
three 
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three are gathered together in his 
| Name, there he is Himſelf in the 
n 1 midſt of them. And if the parochial 
. 27 Miniſter ſhould begin with ſuch a 
f ſenall Number, it is likely they would 
Juicy increaſe, at leaſt it will de- 
© monſtrare his own Lealto hew forth 
the Lord's Death, and may bring a 
; Bleſſing upon bis Pariſh, as well as 
- © upon the other Labours of his holy 
3 Function. 

In order to quicken the eſtabliſhing 


1 f of this primitive Devotion, I cannot 


forbear ſuggeſiing an Oblervation 
2. made by ſeveral of the Reverend Cler- 
4 gy. who have been zealous in this 
y | Matter, viz. That where Communi- 
„ ons have been frequent, the Number 
1. of the Communicants hath ſenſibly 
1s © | Increalee, which, I think, ought to be 


1. o fall Eucoura gement to have the 
2 © bolyM teries celebrated in all Pariſh 
ur Churches every Lord's Day; becauſe 

il. | this ſhews a great Diſpoſition in the 
/ 4 Lait y to be brought r a Senſe of their 
or Vu aud conſequently muſt animate 
ce A 4 e 
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the Leal of their Paſtors to grve them 


fuch frequent Opportunities of com- 
 memorating the Death and Paſſion © 


of our bleſſed Saviour. 


To this holy End and Purpoſe 1 * 

have endeavour'd by proper Argu- 
ments to preſs the Duty of frequent 
_ Communion pon the Conſtiences of 

Men; for allthoſe Motrvesthat per- 
ſuade us to communicate at all,ought 
to prevail upon us to do it often; and 
it appears to me very plain that no 
 fracere Chriſtian, not otherwiſe lau. 
fully hinder d, can juſtify going out of 

the Church when the Chriſtian Sacri- 


fice zs celebrated; nor is there any 


Pretenceor Excuſe ſufficiently valid 
for a Man that if in earneſt with 
Religion, to turn his Back upon the 
Holy Table, when the heavenly! 


Banquet zs there prepared. 


Thaveno De ſigu to puſh thoſe for. 
ward that havepitch'd their Teuto iu 
the Quarrers of the Enemy ; becauſe} 
being under the Power of evil Habit, 
their receiving as well as their pray. 
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ing, muſt aggravate their Crimes, 
* iucreaſe their Condemnation ; 
They cannot partake of the Table of 


the Lord, and live and blaſpheme as 
| 1 7 they partook of the Table of Devils. 

* And tis in vain to perſuade ſuch 
People to be converted, in order to 
1 make themſelves fit torecerve often, 


"= 2 becan ſe this Motive will mat? little 


"oy L 
JL bd no Impreſſion upon thoſe that are 


7 
10 


7195 Supper; ; and did our own Members 


'ay-| 
"| 


* o deſtitute of Faith and the Love of 
God. But TI hope all ſuch honcit 
Minds aud candid Readers, who have _ 
4 juſt Concern for the IVelfare of 

their Souls, will conſider fo ſerionſly 
the Weight of thoſe Anſwers that are 
given to themoſt plauſible Objections 
againſt frequent Communion, as 0 
reform this Neglect if hey have 


| been hitherto guilty. 
' ſhavemoreover ſet mats trueLight 


Church of England, has taken to pre- 


| vent the Prophanation of the Lord's- 


godern themſelves more exattly, ac- 
A 5 cording 


the great Care our holy Mother, the 


_ "ne <E — — — — 
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cording to ſuch admirable Rules, or 3 


did thoſe who differ from us more 


thoroughly weigh the Excellency of 3 
them,we ſhould hear no more of thoſe * 


14, 


Objeftions they are wont to mate 


againſt our Diſcipline in this Point. 


I have particularly taken Care to 3 
hero that this Chriſtian Inſtitution 
was ordained, not only to put us in 


Mind of thoſe great Bleſſings which 7 


2  Y 


our Saviour purchaſed for us by his 


Death; for what Man that reflects 
upon his Chriſtianity, can eaſily fi- 


get them? but tha! it was alſo eſta- 


1 


4 


bliſhed asa ſacred Rite to ſupplicate | 


favourable andpropitions to us. This | 


Scriptures, as they were underſtood 
by thoſe who lived nigheſt to the 
Times of the Apoſtles, and has been 
evidently proved ſo by the Learned, 


Senſe of il is agreeable to the Hel) 1 


God the Father by the Merits ofour 
Saviour Paſſion, repreſenting to 


him the Symbols of his Body and 
Blood, 7hat thereby he may become 


4 


/ 


Judicious, and Pious Mr. Mede. / 
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3 I muſt freely confeſs, that the Sum 
400 Subſtance of the following Trea- 
tiſe was printed in a Catechetical 
forms in the Chapter of the oh ay in 
= the Companion for the Feſtivals and 


= | Judgment of ſome worthy Divines 


„ 4 Lay-Men of my Acquaiutance, it 
h uo ce appears in another Dreſs, with) 


7 | ſome Enlargements, more eaſily to be 
7 \ purchaſed by all Sorts of People. 


„ They were ſo indulgent to the Compo- 


. ſe tion which they deſired, as to think 
„% it mi gt be ſerviceable to the Intereſt 


av | | of Religion; an Argument, which I 


% am willing to own, 1 was not able to 
, 4 7e ſiſt, for I hope I ſhall be always rea- 
no Ay to ſuſtain gf Shock of the ſeve- 


1 reſt worldly Cenſure, when the Pro- 


57 videncè of God offers me a probable 
9d | | Opportunity of doing the leaſt Good. 
he | To make it more effeffual to that 
en | | End, have added upon this Occa- 
f Ion the Devotional Part, which in 

ene Meaſure owes its Original to 
ö A 6 e 


1 Faſts of the Church of England ; but 
, 8 1 great Deference to the concurring. 
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tte ancient Liturgies of the Chriſtian | | 
Church, whzch I have carefully Fer. i 

ea, and have tranſplanted many a | 

1 ious Thought and warm bein l 
From thoſe Sources into this Private 1 
Compoſure. : 

Jam very ſenſible this 5 ubjett has | : 
exerciſed the Pens of many learned 
aud devout Perſons, and tho 1 think © ” 

we abound too much with Diſtour 4 7 
upon the Argument of Prevaration, 5 
wherem the Subſtance of | wares 
Divinity ic introduc” d as if it was 0n-| 
ty neceſſary at ſuch Times, yet I am 
of the Opinion we cannot exceed iu F 
multiplying Books upon the Devotio- 
nal Part; the Tempers and Apprehen- 

ſions of Men being fo different, that 

what does not affect one, may touch} 
another; and ſo that ſubſtantial £ 
Piety and Devotion are improving, 
T0 many Inſtraments cannot be em. 
All played in advancing them. : 


Rob. N elſon 


N. 


Aug. 15. 
1706. 
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INSTRUCTIONS for them 


that come to be Confirmed, , 


by way of Queſtion and 


Anſwer, 


Q. THAT is Confirmation? 
A. A ſolemn Rite in- 
ſtituted by the Apoſtles, 
wherein the Biſbot, by laying on ot 
Hands, and by fervent Prayer, and 
authoritative Benediction, conveys to 
ſuch Perſons, who in the Preſence of 


God and the Congregation ſincerely 
renew their Baptiſmal Vow, a farther 


Degree of God's Grace and holy Spirit: 


Q. hat is the End and Deſian 


Confirmation? 
A. Fhat baptized Chiidiand ſhould 
by their own deliberate Choice take 


upon themſelves that Vow and Pro- 


mile, which was made in their Names 
by their Godfathers and Godmothers, 


when they were admitted Members of 


Chriſt jd 


2 Confirmation. 


Chriſt's Church; ſo that the confirm- 
ed Perſon expreſly conſents to the bapf- 
tilmal Covenant, and before God and 1 


many Witneſſes engages to perform his 
Part of it. 


Q. A. what Age is Confirmation to 3 


be adminiſired ? 


A. The Church of England hath not 1 
determin'd any certain Age, but re- 
quires it to be done only to ſuch, as 
are come to a competent Age; which 

implies, that none ſhould be admit- 

ted, till they underſtand the Nature 


of the Baptiſmal Vow, which they 


then renew, and till they are capable 


of making a prudent and firm Reſolu- 


tion of obſerving it. 


Q. What Cuſtom was there among 
the Jews, which bore any Raſemb ant: 9 


With Confirmation ? 


A. The Jews were wont to bring 1 


3 8 their Children before the 


Jud. cap. vii. Congregation at thirteen | | 
Years old, when they had 
learned the Law, a the Explication 

| thereof, ang their daily Prayers; where- | 
upon they were declared Sons of the | 
Precept, and henceforth they were to 
anſwer. tor their own Sins, for which! 
bete 


= 


4 


12 


PA's 
WW 

8 

5 
. 


JJ ²˙ ·²mAA x n 7˙1˙-mðÕ⁰ ,! -- ii. 
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OF Confirmation. 3 


L efore the Fathers, and not the Chil- 
chen, had been reſponſible; and the 
Kite ended with Prayers and Pra ſes. 


Q. hat hath the Church of England 


I declared concerning Confirmation? 


A. That it hath been a 


ſolemn, ancient and lau- Can. Ix. 
dable Cuſtom, continued 

from the Apoſtles Time, that all Bi- 
55 ſhould lay their Hands upon 
Children baptized, and inſtructed in 
2 |the Catechiſm of Chriitian Religion, 


praying over them, and bleſſing them. 
. How doth it appear that this Rite 
Was uſed by the Apottles? 
A. We have the Scri iprure it ſelf 


for the Evidence of the Fact; for when 
the Men of Samaria had 

been converted and bap- Act. viii, 
tized, and had reccived 

the Word of God, the Apoſtles St. Pe- 
ſier and St. John, were ſent to confirm 
thoſe new Converts, to lay their Hands 


upon them, that they might receive 


the Holy Ghoſt. And "he | 

> Diſciples at Epheſus, after AR. xix. 5,6, 
they had been baptized 5 
in the Name of Jeſus, were confirmed 


. by St. Paul, who laid his Hands upon 


them, 


4 Of Confirmation. 
them, and then they received the Holy 
Ghott. And farther, the fame Apo- 
ſtle mentions as F undamentals, not on- 

ly the Doctrine of Bap- 
Heb. vi. 2. 7:i/m, but the laying on of 
SLE Hands, by which the an- 
cient Interpreters have always under- 
ſtood Confirmation, which appear ed ſo 
. plain to Calvin himſelt, 
In loc. that it was his Opinion, 
hal this one Place ſhe aus evi- 


dently that Confirmation was iaſlituted | 


by the Apoſtles? 


Q. How does it appear that Confir- 1 
mation was wot conſined to the Age of 


the Apolties? 


A. Becauſe this . Rite is high- 3 
ly uſeful and beneficial to the firitual A 
Wants of Chriſtians in all Ages; who 
ſtand in need of the Influences of God's 
Holy Spirit to the great Parpole of | e 
Sanctification; and was as ſuch accor- | if 
dingly practiſed by them in all the ſuc- 
cecding Apes of the Church, as appears | 
by the I citimony of Fathers and Coun- | 
cils, who yn this Matter ſpeak as Wit- | 


neſſes of a Catholick Cuſtom. 
Q. Give me /ome Teſtimonies of this 
Practice 4 
. Ter- 


Th) 


Ec 


Of Confirmation. 2 
A. Tertullian, who flouriſhed about 


1 ourſcore Years after St. 7ohn, and who 
Is very careful in relating the Practice 
2 of the Primitive Church, 


tells us, That after Baptiſm De Bap. e. 8. 


. Wucceeds laying on of Flands, 
J y Prayer calling for, and inviting the 
Holy Spirit, And St. Cyprian, who 
flouriſhed about fixty Years after Ter- 
ſtullian, hath this Remark upon the 
Hiſtory of the Samaritan Converts ; 5 
De ſame Thing, ſays he, is | 

| practiſed among us, that they Epiſt. 73. 
oho are baptized in the 

Church, are preſented to the Governors 
A of i it, the Biſhops, that by our Prayers 
and Impoſition of Hands, they may ob- 
1tain the holy Ghoſt, and be Perfected 
with the Seal of Chriſt : Which is by 
Confirmation to attain. the higheſt Or 
der of Chriſtians. St. Jerome ſpeaks 
full to the Point; If you 
asl, ſays he, where it is 
$<uritten, it is written in the 
Acts of the Apoitles.; ; but if there wcre_ 
1 no Authority of Scripture for it, yet the 
7 Conſent of all the World in this Io 7h 
| lar, is in bead 0 4 Command, 


Q. TI bat 


6 Of Con fir mat 20. JM 
Q. What are the Effes of Confir: i 
mation ? | 4 | 
A. In the Primitive Church, theſe Fl 
Effects were extraordinary Gifts, ſuch | 
were neceſſary then in the Infant State 
of the Church; but upon the Settle- 
ment of it, the Holy Spirit guides it by 
ſecret and inviſible Communications, f 
which thoſe receive who are qualified ſc 
to partake of them in this regular and xc 
miniſterial Way; and they are thoſe or- Þ 
dinary Helps and Aſſiſtances, which are 8 
neceſſary tor the pertorming the Con- 
ditions of our Salvation, which we can; 
not work out, without the Influences 
of God's Holy Spirit. FI 
QQ Who is the proper Miniſter 7 
Confirmation? 4 
A. The Adminiſtration of this Rite! ; 
was devolved by the Apoſtles to their“ 
Succeſſors, the Biſhops of the Catholick| 
Church; for tho' Phz/i} © 

Acts viii the Deacon had Liberty] I: 
\ #4» 15 both to preach and bap-FÞ 
8 tize, yet the Apoſtles only} © 
had the Power to confirm, p 
as is plain by the Hittoryp © 
of the Samaritan Converts. þ A 
And thereſore this Rite is rope t 
cup. 


c. xviii. V. 


'* to the Biſhops, as being Succeſtors 
| x the Apoſtles in the Government of 
Fhe Church, in all the Primitive Re— 
Fords of Chriſtianity. | 

te Q. What Ceremony is uſed in Con- 


e- KFrmation ? 


A. The Laying on of the Hand of 


s, the Biſhop upon the Head of the Per- 
ed ſon to be confirmed; a very ancient Ce- 
ad femony in giving of Bleſlings, practiſed 
r- by the Jews, and made uſe of by our 
re Saviour himſelf, and a- 3 
n- dopted by the Apoſtles . 
n. with Prayer for commu- Heb, vi. 15 

- Hicating the Holy Spirit 


f h on of Hands. 

ite“ Q. M hat Dralifications are neceſſary 
rf for the Candidates o/ this holy Ordinance ? 
ck. 4. Thoſe who are brought to be 
lin confirmed, ought to be thoroughly in- 
118 Tructed in the Nature of their baptiſ- 
p- mal Vow which they then renew, and 
aly} of that Obligation they lie under to 


mf perform it. 'I bey ought to be acquaint- 
yp © with the Meaning of this holy Rite, 
ts. and whoſe Office it is to adminiſter _ 


in- tt, They ought to have a competent 
ted“ Deg cc 


Of Confirmation. 7 


In Confirmation, and which gave Name 
to the whole Office, which 1s called 7, be 
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Degree of the Knowledge of thoſe i 
Chriſtian Duties that relate to God, 
their Neighbour, and themſelves. And 'Y 
in order to theſe Ends, it is adviſeable, 
that they ſhould ſome Time before read 


over the Confirmation Office.- 


Q. M hat particular Preparation i is ne.. 


ceſſary before Confirmation? 


A. The Perſons to be confirmed, 
| bes. to examine themſelves. concern 
ing thoſe Sins of Omiſſion or oY F 


miſſion they have been guilty of, 


Thought, Word, and Deed and fl N 
confeſs them to God, declaring their 
hearty Sorrow and Repentance for- 
them, and earneſtly begging God's Par. 
don and Forgiveneſs; to which they 
muſt add ſerious Reſolutions of living 
anſwerable to their Chriſtian Profeſſion 
And that their Prayers and holy Pur-| “ 
poles may be effectual, they may do 
well to join Faſting to chem, that they J} 
may be the better diſpoſed to receive 


the Influences of God's Holy Spirit. 


Q. Since you mention the Neceflityt ;, 
of making ſerious Reſolutions of 1ivin;þ |, 


any werable to the Chriſtian Profeſſion, þ* 
when you receive Confirmation prov [ 


what do jou reſolve in Relation to 1hoj? 


Of Confirmation. 9 
Muemies that oppoſe your Salvation, the 
3 | evil, the World, and the Fleſh? 
7 7 l reſolve by the Grace of God, 
cl [ o be always upon the Watch againſt 
thoſe various Ways, in which each of 
them is likely to endanger my Salva- 
4 1 tion; I reſolve to uſe all fit and proper 
cans to ſecure my ſelf againſt thoſe 
Dangers; and particularly to fortify 
1 | rh: weak Places of my Mind, which 
my Temper or Circumllances of Life 
in render moſt expoſed to them. 
2 Q. What do you reſols ein Relation to 
en te Devil? 
fo 2. I reſolve, by God's Aſſiſtance, 


ar. never to give my Conſent to any of 
e Fthaſe wicked Thoughts which he may 
ng throw into my Mind; nor to comply 
on. with any of thoſe Temptations where- 
ur- 


by he ſollicites me to fin; neither will 
I make uſe of thoſe Ways of conſulting 
him, which ungodly Men have taken. 
And I particularly reſolve to avoid all 
Pride, Malice, and Envy, all Treache- 
ih, Lying, Revenge, and Cruelty, 
1 which are moſt properly the Works 
512 of the Devil? 

Q. hat do you reſolve i in N to 
Wl. te World: 5 

i | 5 r 


10 Of Confirmation . 'J 
A. I reſolve by the Help of God, 
not to do any Thing unlawtul in order} 6 
to procure Honour, Riches, or Plc! F 
ſure; neither will I ſer my Affect on 
immoderately upon any lawful Enjoy, N. 
ment. I reſolve to contradict the evil} . 
Maxims and Cuitoms, to avoid the F 
bad Company of a vain and wicked 
World; and to forego all worldly # 
Comforts and Poſſeſſions, all my natu- 
ral Relations and my own Life, wher-| #' 
ever they ſtand in Competition With K 


OT IO 


my Duty. 3% 
Q hat do you reſolve in Relation ti . 
the Fleſh? þ 


4. 1 reſolve, by God's Help, to re. . 
ſiſt the unlawful Deſires of my owII 
corrupt Nature; to ſupprels all laſc. "6 

vious and wanton Thoughts, to avoidÞÞ! 
all filthy and obſcene Diſcourſe, andÞ* 
never to gratify my fleſhly Apperitcs,Þ* 
but with Temperance and Sobrietyſ 
and only in ſuch a Manner as is allow.“ 

ed by the Law of God. And in or 1 
der to this Purpoſe, I will ſhun Sloath|F 
and Idleneſs, which are common I 8: 


centives to our carnal Minds. Þ 
Q. What do pon reſolve in Relation m 
Jour Faith? 0 906 


2 
KD 

8 
a 
' 5 
* 

* 
* ” 
+ 
v] 

: 
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I. I reſolve to be ſtedſaſt in the Be- 
1 ek of the Being of a God, which is 
ident from his making and gl 
a 4 ay all Things.  re{olve ſtedfaſtly to 

. Sclicve, that in this one glorious God- 
i cad, there are three F erſons, the Fa- 
of her, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt; 
op ar the ſecond Perſon in the bleſſed 
1 N God the Son, took upon him 


f. 1 11d died upon a Croſs as a Sacrifice for 
iu ie Sins of the World; that he roſe 
Again the third Day Hom the Dead, 
nb 7 ended into Heaven, and ſitteth on the 
aht. hand of God, and that he will 
re. me again to judge the Quick and the 
VI Laach That this Son of God, our Lord 
c %, planted a Church while he was 
dia von Earth, and committed the Care of 
imd d to his Apoſties, with a Power to 
teh dain others to ſucceed them in their 
Phec. That the Holy Ghoſt beſtow- 
W- d miraculous Gifts upon the Apollles 
Po & fit them to convert the World, and 
ah bring all Mankind into the Chi. 
I Nan Church, in which Forgiveneſs of 


Ns, and eternal Life after the Reſur- 


1 Kon of the Body, are always to be 
brained. 


4. 5 Q 


u. Fiuman Nature, was born of a Virgin, 


$ 
. 
| 
4 
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i 
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4 
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Q. hy do you reſolve to believe 
thus © 


A. Becauſe theſe and all other poll 11 


of my Creed, are revealed in the holy 0) 


Scriptures by God himſelf, who is in- 1 


nite Truth, and cannot ſye, who is inti- 


nite Love, and will not deceive me. 
Q. I bas do you reſolve in Relatio! 
to your Practice? 


A. I reſolve by the Help of Divine 1 
Grace, to obſerve all thoſe Precepts||f 


which relate to God, my Neighbour, 
and my ſelf. 


Q. What do you 11 in Relation 0 
to God? 


A. I reſolve to pay my Obedicad | f 


to him in a due and devout Attendance 4% 


on Prayers both in publick and pri: 


vate, and on the Holy Sacrament. It 
reſolve to own his Bounty in all th: 


good Things I receive, and to ſubmit 


patiently to his Wiſdom in all the a 
fictions I ſuffer. I reſolve to reverence} 


his holy Name, never to uſe it light. 


ly, nor to prophane it by cuſtomary 


Swearing, much leſs by falſe and faith 
leſs Oaths. I reſolve to reverence his 


holy Word, conſtantly to reſort to hi 


Worſhi P, and to obſerve his Day pat 


Ear Y | : 


|| Of Confirmation. 13 
EE? ſet apart for it, and to ſhew 
due Regard to all Things and Per- 


ons devoted to him, and commiſlioned 
him. 


ur Neighbour? 

| A. 1 reſolve by the Grace of God, 

zo be juſt in all my Dealings, never to 

F dep! ive him of his Right by Fraud or 
Force; to be ſincere in my Expreſſions, 

nd to be true to my Promiſes. I re- 


5 


bo my Ability, and to be candid in in- 


| 1 to pron his Faults by 
il Speaking. 
nd patient under all Provocations, and 


njuries; and to fludy to promote Peace 


erence and obey my natural Parents, 
00 to perform the ſeveral Duties I 


zceÞ . 

„ee to all my Governors in Church 
ht. 

_ hd State. | 
„Q bat do you reſolve in Relation 10 
Por ſelf? 


A. I reſolve by the Mace of God; 
of 


10 I hat do you elbe in Relation io 


plvc to r elieve his Neceſſities according 


erpi ering his Words and Actions; ne- 
Per to ſlander him by falſe Reports, or 


reſolve to be meek 
p be ready to forgive all Affronts and 


[ Peng all Men. I reſolve to love, re- 


— — — 
— — 
9 + pas 
9 2 > 
* — 
r —— — 


| þ bumble my ſelf * a juſt Senſe 


* 
— 
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be puffed up with a vain Conceit of 


avoid every Thing that may in thx 


Drinks, and all other Enjoyments, and 


Mays of Truth and Righteouſneſs. \ 


ty of being ſincere in theſe Reſolutions? FF 


dication of our ſelves to his Servic 
if we engage only out of Cuſtom, an 


der our ſelves unworthy of the Intlugg. 


what we openly profeſs. 


14 Of Confirmation. | 
of my own Faults and Defects, not ti 
my ſelf, or with a Contempt of other; þ 


I reſolve to be chaſte in all m \ 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions; andtq g 


leaſt have a Tendency to Uncleanneſ;; 4 


to be temperate in the Ule of Meat 


to fly from all Temptations to Drunk: 9 
enneſs. I reſolve to deny my ſelf, tg 
keep my Body under by Faſting and Abi 
ſtinence, and to mortify my Affection; 
to the Things of this World; and tob: . 
ready to part with any of the Come, 
niences of Life rather than forſake th: 


A 


QQ. From whence appears the Neceſly. 
A. Becauſe God who knows ou 
Hearts, will reject our pretended Di 


in Compliance with the Faſhion of tia 
World; and conſequently will with 
hold his Grace from us, ſince we ren 


ences of it, by never really deſignin 5 


* 
be, 


| 07 Confirmation. 1 5 
1 Q. M hat are the great Advantages of 
0 ration? R 
It is a new Engagement to 2 
'F Chriſtian Life; and is a laſting Admo- 
tion and Check not to diſhonour or 
ſert my Chriſtian Profeſſion: It tends 
I preſerve the Unity of the Church, 
b making Men ſenſible, that they are 
o buiged to communicate with ſuch Ec- 
"i cliattical Superiors, who are endow- 
wich all thoſe Powers that were left 
the Apoſtles to their Succeſſors. And 
is moreover a Teſtimony of God's 
your and Goodneſs to thoſe that re- 
"ive it. 

tk 2 How is it a Teſtimony of God's 

. 1 and Goodneſs to thoſe that re- 
Wn hue it? 

5A. Becauſe his lawful Miniſter * 
thres that God accepts their Proficien- 
and advances them into the higheſt 
nk of the Faithful, by giving them 
W'irle to approach the Holy Table. 


to 
I- 
on . 


3 bel 7 


0 
Di 


wie 


fol d becauſe God vouchſafes thereby 
ten communicate ſupernatural Strength 
Wy | encounter their ſpiritual Enemies, 
nin enables them to Perform what they 


dertake. 
2 What Care has the Chur h Y 


16 Of Confirmation. 1 
England /hewn for the effeftual Admin] 


and Canons, ſhe trains us up by gradu 1 
holy Rite; for in our Baptiſm, ſhe rej 


Education in the Communion of th 
Church; they being oblig'd not on 


=o and Practice, but ro take 4 


fir, we be brought to the Biſhop {0 j 


Rub. a ſter the the Church tarther 1 


frration of Confirmation? 
A. Such is the wiſe Diſcipline of ou 
holy Mother, that both by her R«bricif x 


ſteps for a worthy partaking of th 


quires Sureties that ſhall engage for uf 
and give Security for our Chriſtia 


do ſee us inſtructed in u 
Exhort. at the neceſſary Points of PFaitlff 


Care, that when we ar 


Confirmation. 1 
Q. W hat farther Care has the Churd , 
expreſs'd in this particular? ; 
A. The Pariſh Prieſt or Curate is par ts 
ticularly enjoined to Cf 

Can. x. xi. fechige, to Inſtruct, ag 
Examine the Youth ae 

the common People in the Principles 
the e, Religion, according to if 
Church Catechiſm. An 


Carech, — quires, that none be pr 
| ſented as N i 


thi! | 


Of Confirmation. 17 
„they can give an Account and Reaſon 

pf their Faith, of which the Munſter, 
pho preſents them, is to be Judge; and 
hone are even then to be confirmed, 
«cept the Biſhop approves of them: 
nd to {trike a greater Awe in the Can- 


Nu 
Was 
ual 
hk Ane 
gidates, they are ſolemnly charged to 


6 {anſwer as in the Preſence of God, and 
in the whole Congregation 
ig Q. by is a Godfather 

n & Godmother required for Rub. at the End 
ie Perſon to be confir- of Catech. 

tak 4 A. As a Voucher for the Sincerity | 
a of the Parties they ſtand for, and to be a 


tontinual Monitor to them to perform 
their Vows, as well as a Witneſs of their 
making the fame. WS 

Q. How hath the Church endeavoured 
o prevent any Neglett in thoſe that are 
ruſted with the Adminiſtration of Con- 


» {0! 


Arch 


pa 
mation? 5 
A. She wills and ordains, that every 
Piſbop, or his Suffragan, in his uſual Tri- 
Innial Viſitation, ſhould _ 

perform in his own Per- Can. Ix. 

an, ths Rite and U- 

ige; but if through any Infirmity he is 
indred from making hisTriennial Viſi- 

B 3 kiten, 


 riſh obliged to, when the Biſhop givei| | 


Holz Communion, 


18 Confirmation. | 
tation, bod is charged not to omit it ti 
following Year, as ſoon as convenientÞ 
ly may be. | F 

Q. What is the Miniſter of the Pi 


Notice of a Confirmation? [I 
A. The Miniſter of every Pariſh i 5 
obliged to bring or ſend in Writingf : 
with his Hand ſubſcribep * 

Laſt Rub. after thereunto, the Names 
the Catech. all ſuch Perſons with 
| his Pariſh, as he fhilÞ ;, 
think fit to be preſented to the Biſhop 3 
to be confirmed. [3 
Q. Ougb. Confirmation 10 be rec 
ved more than once? 1 
A. It is not to be repeated, becaulf 
this folemn Renewal of our baptiſm , 
Vov is ſufficient by being once perforſ % 
med, and for farther Supplies of Gracf or 
we have hereby a Title to receive tag 


A Pray 
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| 4 Prayer before Confirmation, #0 
p | be uſed by thoſe that are pre- 
e paring for it. 


OST merciful God, by whoſe _ 
E gracious Providence I was born 
ot Chriſtian Parents, and early dedica- 
| ted to thee in holy Baptiſm 3 make 
me thoroughly ſenſible, I beſeech thee, 
of thy infinite Goodneſs in beſtowing 
ch upon me the bleſſed Privileges of being 

made a Member of thy Church, a Child 
of God, and an Inheritor of the King- 

dom of Heaven. 
auf Grant, O Lord, that by the Aſſiſtance 
mit of thy Grace, I may carefully and zea- 
for Jouſly perform all thoſe Conditions, up- 
ad on which thou wert pleaſed to vouch- 
uh ſate to me ſuch ineſtimable Benefits: 
That J may conſtantly reſiſt the De- 
vil, and all thoſe Temptations by 
Which he ſecks to deſtroy me: That 
1 may renounce all covetous Deſires of 
Honour, Riches, and Pleaſure, and all 
thoſe evil Cuſtoms and Maxims of the 
World, which alienate Mens Minds. 
from the Love of God; that I may 
E | RE 4 = Motz 


06 
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mortify the inordinate Appetites off 
my own corrupt Nature, of my own| 1 
carnal Mind; that I may believe all thy} { 
holy Revelations, and keep thy bleſſed 1, 
Will and Commandments all the Days} f. 


of my Life» 


And now, O Lord, that I am about 1 
to renew the ſolemn Vow of my Bap-| 


tiſm, and publickly in thy Preſence to 


ratify alt thoſe Things I then promiſed 


by my Sureties; I humbly beſeech theef | 
to enlighten my Mind with the Know- 
ledge and e eee, of that ſolemn} - 
Engagement I then made, and am nov} : 
about to confirm; influence my Willf 1 
and all the Faculties of my Soul, hearti-Þ 1 
bre ſincerely to perform it. Let not 
the many and grievous Sins that I have! 
committed, deprive me of thoſe Aff. 
ſtances of thy Holy Spirit, which I now | 
expect to receive; but, on my true Re-. 
1/5 09h let the precious Blood of my] 
Saviour, waſh away all my paſt Sins] z 
and grant that I may be enabled to mor- I 
tity and ſubdue them tor the Time to 
come. And foraſmuch as without thee, Þ 
I am not able to pleaſe thee, pour thy 
Holy Spirit into my Heart, that by 
his holy Infpiration I may think chole In 
8 ns Things 


ff Things which are good, and by his 
nf merciful Guidance may perform the 
yl fame, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, in 
whole bleſſed Name and Words I con- 
tinue to pray, ſaying, 

| f Our Father, QC. . * 


f A Prayer after Confirmation , 
ih which may be ſaid while. others 

cf + are confirming, and may be ada- 
w. ed to the Evening Prayer of 
the Party confirmed. 


Leſſed and praiſed be thy Holy 
D Name, O Lord, for thoſe treſh- 
dupplies of Grace which thou haſt 
been pleas'd to communicate to me. 
'F Bleſſed be thy Name for thoſe com- 
tortable Aſſurances thou halt given me 
Jef thy Favour and Goodneſs towards 
M/F me. Bleſſed be thy Name for that Pri- 
ilege thou haſt now beſtowed upon 
me of approaching thy holy Table, and 
of ſtrengthening and refreſhing mySoul 
by partaking there of the Body and 
C 
Enereaſe in me, O Lord, more and 
more the Gifts of thy Holy Spirit, that 
; B 5 5 Im ay 


22 Of Confirmation. 4 
I may be wiſe for Eternity, and make 
it the chief Buſmeſs of my Life tw 


pleaſe thee in all my Actions; that! { 


may love and fear thee above all T hing 
that I may be juſt and righteous in a 
my Dealings, and ready to commun: 
cate to the Neceſſities of others; thai 
I may kcep a conſtant Watch over mv. 
ſelf, ſo as not to exceed the Bound 
of Femperance and Sobriety. ö 

Grant, O Lord, that my corrupt. 
Nature may be daily renewed and pu- 
ri fied by thy Holy Spirit, that no Dan. 


ger or Perſecution may affright me by 


from my. Duty; that no Pleaſure may 
make me careleſs and negligent in the 


Performance of it; and that under Af. 
flictions moſt grievous to Fleſh and 
Blood, I may be entirely reſigned, and 


ſubmit to thy holy Will and Pleaſure. 


Let thy holy Spirit, O Lord, ſo guide] 


and govern me thro” the whole Cowſ 
of my ſhort Life in this World, that 
may not fail to obtain eternal Life in 
the World to come, thro' Fe/as Chril 


our Lord. Amen. 
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GREAT DUTY 
; Of Frequenting the 


an- 

me _ 5 8 8 ; | | e 
aſh TI is no Wonder that Men, who 
1 | are not ſerious in the Buſineſs of 
ny Religion, and who frequent the 


Church only in Compliance with the 
| Faſhion of the World, and in Obe- 
dienc toan eſtabliſh'd Cuſtom, ſhould | 
igel negle& one of the greateſt Advan- 
{| tages of the Chriſtian Life, I mean the 
| frequent. receiving the Holy Sacrament 
in of Chriſt's Body and Blood : But that 
„„ Chriſtians, otherwiſe very devout and 
not lawfully hinder'd, who have the 

| Fear of God before their Eyes, and 
who aim at pleaſing Him in all their 
Actions, ſhould ever turn their Backs 
e upon 


„ Inno nt mnt > ne neo ACE : 


to commemorate the meritorious $acri-Þ ! 
' fice of the Death of Chriſt, ſhould re- T. 


Aſtoniſnment; becauſe they do there. : 
by negle& the moſt effectual Means of Þ 
moſt ſincerely purpoſe and deſire. 


their bad Conduct chiefly proceeds from 


worthy Communicants > fo that they be 
tend to thoſe Conſiderations that en- 
to dwell upon the great Hazard they 
run, in neglecting to execute a plain Þh1 
which is more dangerous to their Sal- I 


perfect Manner. The Duty therefore Þ 
deing indiſpenſable, the juſt Conle- Þ 


24 The Durv of Frequenting N 
upon his Holy Table, and when invited 


fuſe to give ſuch an eaſy Inſtance off 
a thankful Heart, is really Matter off 


growing in Grace, and over-look the] 
eſt Method of attaining what they 


I am apt indeed to think that thi ti 


the Want of a true Senſe of their Duty Þ | 
in this Particular. Their great Deſire to] 
erform an acceptable Sacrifice to God 
Ils their Minds with lively Apprehen- 
ſions of the great Danger of being un- 


do not give themſelves Leiſure to at-. 


force the Neceſſity of the Duty; and Bel 
therefore do not ſuffer their Thoughts ÞV 


Command of our bleſſed Saviour; 


vation than performing it after an im- 


quence 
N 4% 
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nl quence we ſhould draw from the Dan- 
ger of unworthy Receiving, ſhould be 
-| the Neceſſity of exciting our ſelves to 
great Care and Diligence in preparing 
dur ſelves for the due Diſcharge of it; 
but never to delude our {elves by falſe 
ofÞ Reaſons into ſuch a Neglect as will cer- 
ge tainly increaſe our Guilt, and add to 
dur Puniſhment. 

As for thoſe who never partake of 
isÞ the Holy Communion during their 
m whole Lives, for fear leſt their Sins 
y ſhould receive a treih Aggravation by 
to being committed after fo ſolemn an 
d, [Obligation to be Religious! it 1s plain 
n- they run into a very great Error. For 
n· one main reaſon why Sin becomes more 
ej beinous after repeated Obligations to 
it- Þ the contrary, is, becauſe it is committed 
n- with greater Deliberation, and againſt 
nd elearer Conviction : When therefore a 
its Man, who believes Religion, and un- 
gerſtands the Obligations it lays upon 
dim, omits this Duty for no other rea- 
fon, but that he may ſin, as he thinks, 
with leſs Danger, his Sins are then 
Equally deliberate, and againſt equally 
Flear Conviction; and he moreover 
gods to them a contemptuous N E. | 
1 9 


following Method. 


Care the Church of England has tate 


26 The OBLIGATIONS o 
of one of the beſt Means of becoming? 
better. = 

In order therefore to make this ſhort 3 
Diſcourſe more uſeful upon fo impor-| 
tant a Subject, I ſhall reduce it to the 


A 4 * * e * 7 
ö * . 


Firſt, I ſhall inquire into 7b O.. 1 
gations that lie upon all Chriſtians to fe. 
ceive the Holy Communion,and to frequent | 
the Chriſtian Sacrifice. F 

Secendly, I ſhall ſh2w what Prepare N 


tion is neceſſary to perform this Duty 474 


ter an acceptable Manner. ; 
Thirdly, 1 ſhall endeavour to anfwel 1 


Some Objections againſt frequent Com“ 


munion. 51 
Fourthly, J ſhall lay before you zi 2 
great Advantages of frequent Communion 4 
Fifthly, 1 ſhall ſhew the particulny | 


to prevent the Prophanation of the Lord 
Supper, *þ 
 Sixthly, J ſhall add ſome Direttiuf 2 
as to the Manner of performing it, ui ! 
ſuitable Devotions on ſuch Occaſions. |: 1 
Firſt I ſhall enquire into thoſe .I 
 bygations that lie upon all Chriſtians | » 
receive the boly Communion, and to fu f. 
gent the * Sacrifice. Th UL 


4 Frequent COMMUNION. 27 
gf 4 The fr Argument for the Perfor- 
mance of this Chriſtian Duty ariſcs 
it} #from the poſitive Command of our Sa- 
r-} Jviour Jeſus Chriſt, the Author of our 
het Religion. It is from this Anointed of 


„ 2 Chriſtians, which implies a firm Belief 
of thoſe Doctrines which he has re- 
en vealed, and a ſteadfaſt purpoſe of Mind 
to perform thoſe Precepts which he 
74. * commanded : We moreover ſo- 
lemnly premiſed in our Vow of Bap- 


| | tiſm, to govern all our Actions by the 
erp Rule of his boly Goſpel. Therefore 


on © to perſiſt inthe Neglect of a plain Law 

of our Lord and Maſter, ſufficiently 
made known to us, is no Ways con- 
in liſtent with our Engagement, nor with 
ul that Character we profeſs, of being his 
akel 


+ Diſciples. Beſides, our Obedience in 
"rd 


to his Authority; for this Duty being 
Zion 1a poſitive Injunction, receives- all. its 
wit Force from his Right to command. 
Nov that our Saviour has made it the 
Duty of all Chriſtians to frequent 
this commemorative Sacrifice, 1s plain 
from the Hiſtory of its Inſtitution, in 


3 this 


the Lord, that we are denominated 


this Particular, pays a peculiar Regard 


dhe Cloſe of which our Saviour adds 
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all Chriſtian Aſſemblies to the End ofÞ 


me. And if we conſider the Circum - 
ſtances of this Command, it will till 


to lay down his Life for our Sakes 
They are as it were his dying Word 


e 


28 The OgLIGATTONS 70 
this poſitive Fee Do this in 

Remembrance of me. B 
which, as the holy Apo- 
ſtles were obliged to do to others a} 
our Saviour had done to them, viz. to 
bleſs, break, and give the Bread to allf 
that joined with them in theſe holyF 
Services; ſo were all Chriſtians here: 
by engaged to receive from them 
and their Succeſſors, theſe Symbols of 
Chriſt's Body and Blood. By this 
Precept therefore the Communion of 
Chriſt's Body and Blood, as repreſent-F 
ed by Bread and Wine in the hol 
Sacrament, is made the ſtanding Me. 
morial of his Death and Sufferings in 


A 
St. Luke 22. 19. 


the World. St. Paul, who received 
from the Lord himſelf what he taught 
concerning this holy Inſtitution, re- 
peats the ſame Command, 


1 Cor. 11. 24. ; 
Ce xt his do in Remembrance of 


have a greater Influence upon us; tor 
it was gifen by our beſt Friend, and 
greateſt Benefactor, when he was aboutÞþ 


. a , ‚ ‚⏑‚⏑ . ‚ TCO TM CTC NTT YT YT EN 
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| to all his ſincere Diſciples and Fol- 


in 

y wers; and therefore ought to be re- 
o. geived with the greateſt Reſpect and 
x Deference imaginable. In Purſuance 
tol of this Precept, we find the firſt Chri- 


a!|Þ ftians did not continue more ſtedfaſtly 
lyÞ In the Apoſtles Doctrine, than they com- 
e. municated in Prayer and an 
em breaking of Bread. It be- Feed gi 
off ing well known, that the Publick 
hiih Worſhip, the Hynaxis of the ancient 
ofÞ Chriſtians, conſiſted of theſe three 
nt · Parts, Of hearing God's Word, of Pray- 
ohe, and of commemorating of Chrift in 
Ic. ¶ Ve Euchariſt, 8 . 
in] The ſecond Argument for the Per- 
of þ formance of this Chriſtian Duty ariſes 
ved from the Nature of the Duty it elf. 
gb. It is a Piece of Worſhip appropriate 
re ·¶ to the Chriſtian Religion, by which in 
nd, $4 peculiar Manner we profeſs our ſelves 
Followers of the Bleſſed Je/us. The 
im · ¶ Heathens and Mahometans offer up 
Prayers and Praiſes to God, and by 
the Light of Nature apply themſelves 
do infinite Power for the Relief of their 
Neceſſities, and return their Thanks 
o infinite Goodneſs, as the Source 
om whence they receive all their 
1 5 Hleſſings. 
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Bleſſings. The Jews, by laying of 
Beaſts, and by burning Incenſe, inv«| 


cated God, and praiſed and bleſſe 


him for thoſe Mercies of which the 


partook. But Chriſtians only ſet be. 


fore God Bread and Wine in the Eu 
chariſt, as Figures or Images of the pri. 
cious Blood of Chriſt ſhed for us, and i] 
bis precious Body, as it is expreſſed inf 
the Clementine Liturgy. And there. 
fore we cannot be ſaid ſo properly to 
wortfhip as Chriſtians, as when we join 
in thoſe ſacred. Myſteries that Chril 
has made peculiar to his own Religion: 
And it cannot be imagined, that iÞ 

ſhould be at our own abe . 
we would perform it or no, when ii 
Was ordained as the peculiar Service] 
of Chriſtians, to diſtinguiſh them from 
all other Worſhippers of the Deity; 
and as the principal Act whereby we 
partake of the Sacrifice of Chriſt made 
upon the Croſs, and without which! 
our publick Service wants its due] 
Perfection. Upon which Account the h 
Primitive“ Chriſtians (at leaſt for 24 
Time in ſome Places) on no Day held 
their publick Aſſemblies without thisÞ 
Chriſtian Sacrifice. Juſtin Martyr in 


his 


I 
TO 


( 


N 
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A Jiis Second Apology inſtances in this 
Sacred Ordinance, as a conſtant Part 
aof the Lord's-Day Service, and there is 
o great Doubt, but that each Lord's- 
e Day was that Status Dies, that Set- time 
u on which Pliny tells the 
Emperor Trajan, the 
ij {Chriſtians in Bitbynia met together to 
u bind themſelves with an Oath not to 
A Meal orrob, or with-hold what was de- 
poſited with them, or commit any Sort 
of Wickedneſs. And long after, in the 
Time of St. Bal, who com- 
mends a daily Communi- * I 
uon, he ſhews us how near EEE 
ei the Practice in his Days came to it: 
ith The Chriſtians then not only communi- 
ce Lated conſtant ly fl O0UY Times a HW eek, but 
n en other Days when they celebrated the 
y; [Memory of any Martyr. And the Faith- 
vet ul, that joined in all other Parts of 
de the Publick Worthip never failed in 
eh partaking of the Bleſſed Sacrament. 
ue What Opinion the ancient Chriſtians 
he had of thoſe that turned their Backs 
upon this holy Ordinance, Be be 
collected from one of thoſe. n. XI. 
Canons which are called 
Apoſſolical; whereby all by 5 8 ; 
1158 . 5 that 


Lib. 10. Ep. 97. 


32 The OsIIGATIONS fo 
that came to their publick Aſſemblie 1 
and heard the holy Scriptures, and] 
did not continue to partake of the hn. 
holy Sacrament were liable to be ſe] 
parated from the Communion of Chi Ba 
ſtians. 5 * 
The third Argument for the frequent ? 
Performance of this Chriſtian Duty ariÞ } 
ſes from the great Benefits that are a. Jo! 
nex d to the worthy Participation of thu th: 
Holy Ordinance. By the Nature of ou be 
Circumſtances in this World, we ar th 
ſurrounded with Variety of TemptzÞ | 
tions, no Condition of Life being fret 
from the Aſſaults of our ſpiritual Ene · 
mies: So that it but too frequent - 4 
ly happens, that we become a Prey] 
to their Attempts, and are prevailedÞ | 
upon to tranſgreſs our Duty. Now] 11 
when we are brought to a Senſe of our | 
Follies, and our Souls are pierced with 
an unfeigned Sorrow for having com- pg 
mitted them; what ſurer Method have] it 
we to procure our Pardon from God, Þ a 
than by ſhewing forth the Lord's Death, & 
by repreſenting his bitter Paſſion to I 
the Father, that ſo he would for big 
Sake, according to the Tenour of bi ft 
Covenant in him, be favourable and Ir 
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«| propitious to us miſerable Sinners? We 
Il know, by fatal Experience, how 
ief Þnable we are of our ſelves to do an 
Thing that is good; but this heavenly 
Banquet is the Food and Nouriſnment 
df our Souls; it gives new Life and 
n Vigour to our pious Reſolutions, and 
vþ tonveys Power and Strength to per- 
form our Duty. We are convinced, 


5 that the Satisfactions of this Liſe can 
uf pever complete our Happineſs: But 
u this holy Sacrament, inſpires a Hope 
to be made equal to Angels; and no 
ef leſs than the Kingdom of Heaven is 
c hereby made our Inheritance. So that 


A Man muſt be very inſenſible of his 
7þ own Intereſt, that neglects one of the 
d beſt Inſtruments of advancing his ſpi- 
ritual Welfare; and what can the Con- 
irÞ cern of the whole World promiſe us, 
6 Paste to the Advantage of ſuch 
-| gracious Vouchſafements ? Neither is 
e it probable, that a Man ſhould retain 
„a very grateful Senſe of thoſe ſtupen- 
„ dous Bleffings purchaſed for us by the 
o Death of Chriſt, when he refuſes to 
give ſuch an eaſy Inſtance of a thank- 
5 tul Heart. If therefore we pay any 
d regard to the poſitive Command of 
3 | | Our. 


34 The Meaſures of the Dur 
our Saviour; if we are concerned to We 
proclaim to the World, that we arÞ 
really the Diſciples of Jet; if welp ® 
arc ſolicitous about growing in Grace,“ 
and deſire above all Things the Im- 
provement of our Minds in all Chri- 
{tian Virtues, and breathe after a Life!! 
without Sorrow, and without Sin; we! 
mult conſtantly attend this holy Ordi- Ur 
nance, from whence we may expect the N 
Pardon of our Sins, and all the other Net 
Benefits of Chriſt's Paſſion. . 
And when we are once convinced of 
thoſe Obligations that enforce the Pra- Þ® 
ctice of this Duty, we muſt take care 
never to turn our Backs upon his ho- 
ly Ordinance, The trueſt Meaſure of 
our Duty in this Particular, is to be 
taken from thoſe Opportunities which 
the good Providence of God affords to Þ 
us for this Purpoſe; there being no 
better way of determining the Frequen- IF” 
cy of our Obligation to receive, than . 
this of God's giving us the Opportu- Þ 
nity» According to this Rule the Pri- II 
mitive Chyſtians practiſed; who ne- 
ver withdrew themſelves from the 
Lord's-Supper, when it made a part 
of the publick Worſhip. And it is in 

175 5 e the 


2 
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the Communion of the Sacrament, as 


0 5 

eis in the Communion of Prayers, 
e @d other Parts of publick Worthip, 
. | ye are bound to join in them when 
A 


opportunities offer for the perform- 
„Jg them, and we are not otherwiſe 
«| Þwfully hinder'd. W hoever therefore 
ſhall neglect to communicate, and re- 
tires from the holy Table when the 
je beavenly Banquet is there prepared, 
er Neither does not thoroughly underſtand 
Ibis Duty in this Particular, or mult 
the very detective in the Performance 
of it, For as the Exhortation betore 
the Communion ſuggeſts to us: ho 
would not think it a great Injury and 
Vong done to him, if he had prepared 
8 rich Fea, and decked his Table with 
all kind of Proviſion, ſo that there lack- 
ed nothing but the Gueſls to fit down, 
ond yet that they who were called, with- 
hut any Cauſe ſhould moſt unthankfully 
refuſe to come? And how it can be 
jmagined, that a Man has a true Love 
for his Saviour, or a gratctul Senſe of 
bis Sufferings, that ſhall refuſe to make 
thankful Remembrance of them, 
when our Saviour has commanded it, 

n End the Providence of God offers him 
| : | Ke 
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the Opportunity? I ſhall conclude the 
Head with the Judgment of two em 
nent Fathers, St. CHryſoſtom and St. An 
broſe, whereby we may gueſs at n 
Senſe of the Greek and the Lang 
Church, in relation to this Practic:Il 
The firit, St. CHryſoſtom, delivers him n 
ſelf aſter this Manner; He who difle: 
not allow himſelf in the Practice of anc 
| known Sin, ought every Day to approcif 
the holy Table; but it is not ſafe fue 
him, who has contracted a Habit of Hi! 
ning, and does not ſincerely repent ther: H 
of, to communicate even upon the great 
Feſtival. St. Ambroſe gives us his Op 
nion, by way of Advice, in theſe W ord 
concerning the holy Sacrament ; N 
cerve daily what will be of daily A. 
vantage to you: So live, that you mi) t he 
be fit to receive every Day; for be thl 0 
is not fit to receive every Day, is not fi 
to receive once a Tear. 


4 
ir 


Second!y, J ſhall Nie what PreparsW 
tion is neceſſary to perform this Du 
after an acc eptable Manner. : 
| When we ſpeak of Preparation for 
the holy Sacrament, we tuppolc then 
Candidates to have been cd in 1 
the 


4 
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the Belief of the Chriſtian Religion, 
it they have taken upon themſelves 
the folkmn Vow made at their Bap- 
Im, that they are inſtructed in what 
is neceſſary for a Chriſtian to believe 
Id practiſe, and that they have in 
Fame meaſure performed thoſe Engage- 
ments which they ſolemnly ratified at 
their Confirmation. And therefore I 
Wink it very adviſable, before any 
he wakes his firſt Communion, that 
he ſhould conſult the Prieſt of his Pa- 
In, that he may be ſatisfied how far 

has complied with thoſe Obligations 
ge has lain under to Faith and Obedi- 
Nee, and may be farther examined as 
WW thoſcQualifications that make a Man 
It Gueſt at the Lord's-Table. And 
then the requiſite Preparation will con- 
Wt in underſtanding what is the Nature 

Wd End of that holy Action, and in 
ge actual exerciſe of ſuch Chriſtian. 
Eirtues, of which they are ſuppoſed to 
Nee laid a Foundation in the former 
{ourſe of their Lives. 5 
The frf part of Preparation conſiſts 


to the informing our ſelves carefully in 
che Nature and End of this ſacred In- 
nn. Enquiring what is meant by 
the , $498 1 this 


and thereſore we ought to take x 


— . — —— —¾.ilũ 
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X Mat. 26.79, 26. ſtian Sacrifice, as recoui 
+ Mar. 14.1220 ed by the Evangeliſt; 


Saviour and his Diſciples were eating 
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this holy Action, and to what pu þ 
poſe this bleſſed Sacrament was , 
dained. This neceſſary Knowledp 
once attainted, is a ſtanding Qualifich 
tion in all our future Communion; 


more Pains to ſettle right Notions i 
our Minds concerning this matter, be 
cauſe they will be ſerviceable to us i 
all the remaining part of our Live 
In order to this purpoſe it will be nh 
ceſſary-to read over rhe Hiſtory of thy: 

ng Inſtitution of this Chih 


piſtle to the Corinthian, 
who received what he taught in thi 
matter by a divine Revelation. St. 1M; 
thew's account of it is this, That as ou 


the Paſſover, Jeſus took Bread, an 
Bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave iti 
the Diſciples, and ſaid, Take, eat, ibi 
is my Body. And he took the Cup, an 
gave aver and gave it to them, /ij 
ing, Drink ye all of it, for this is n 
Blood of the New Teflament, which | 
ſhed for many for the Remiſſion of I 
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| ; ut: ſay unto you, I will not drink 
Wirnceforth of this Fruit of the Vine, un- 


that Day I drink it new with you 


n Father's Kingdom. Aud when 
i bad ſung an Hymn, they went out 
„ the Mount of Olives. t St. Mark 


Makes the ſame Relation, and St. Luke 


d St. Paul concur in the ſame parti- 


lars, with the addition of this po- 


Nie Injunction, Do this in Remem- 
{once of me. From which places it 


. 
Id 
ſts; 
all 
thi 
tat 
oll 
ting 

0 il 


it. 


] 
0 


Will appear, that when our Saviour Je- 
I Chrift celebrated the Jewiſh Sacri- 
xe of the Paſſover with his Diſciples 
Wittle before his Sufferings, he ſubſti- 
ted the Sacrament of his Body and 
lood, as the true Chriſtian Sacrifice, 
the room of the Paſſover; and or- 
Wined it as a Rite to invocate his Fa- 
er by, inſtead of the manifold and 
dody Sacrifices of the Law, and to 
a means of Supplication and Addreſs 
God in the New Teſtament, as they 
rein: the Old. To which end our 
viour firſt offers up the Creatures of 
eadand Wine to God, as an acknow- 
gment of his Sovereignty, by ta- 
g the Bread and Wine into his ſa- 
d Hands, by looking up to Heaven, 
. AS and 
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and giving Thanks, and then by Ble. Fr 
ſing the Elements, he makes them the 
Symbols of his Body and Blood, ani . 
diſtributed them to his Diſciples, uf 
eat and drink them in Commemoration 1 
of him. So that the Deſign of inſtitu. "4 
ting the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup. 
per, was to conſtitute a Chriſtian 8% p. 
crifice, wherein God myſtically ente: 
tains Man at his own Table, in toka 
of Amity and Friendſhip with hin; 
which that he might do, the Breath; 
and the Wine are offered to God, tſp, 
acknowledge him Lord of the Cre. 
tures; and accordingly in the ancien 
Church they were laid on the hol 
Table by the Prieſt (as they are till. 
ordered to be done by the Rubrick ij 
the Church of England) and tendredt 
God by this ſhort Prayer, Lord, we «jg 
thy own out of what thou haſt bouni' 
fully given us; which by Confecratio 
being made Symbols of the Body . 
Blood of Chriſt, we thereby repreſen 
to God the Father the Paſſion of hy 
Son, to the end that he may for hi 
Sake, according to the Tenour of hi 
Covenant in him, be favourable and 
propitious to us, miſerable N 
r 


” the CHRISTIAN SACRIFICE. 41 
"ET hat asChriſt intercedes continually for 

ps in Heaven, by preſenting his Death 
Ind Satisfaction to his Father; fo the 
Church on Earth in like manner may 
Roproach the Throne of Grace, by re- 
preſenting Chriſt unto his Father in 
theſe holy Myſteries of his Death and 
Paſſion. That what every Chriſtian 
Woes mentally and vocally, when he re- 
e tommends hisPrayers to God the Father 
ni ro“ Jeſs Chriſi, making mention of 
a Sis Death and Satisfaction; that in the 


The Incenſe and Mincha, or the Of- 
ring propheſied of by Malachi, 1. 11. 
hereby God's Name was to be great 
Wong the Gentiles, is applied by the 
Tn Wimitive Fathers to this Chriſtian Sa- 
ifice or folemnWorſhip in the Eucha- 
bit, taught by our Bleſſed Saviour to 
is Diſciples, to be obſerved by all that 
ould believe in his Name. The In- 
nſe which denotes the Prayers of the 
aints, repreſenting the Spiritual Part 
the Chriſtian Sacrifice, which is 
layer, Thankſgiving, and Comme- 
oration; the Mincha or Offering re- 
Tn. = * 


—— 


ity, that the Chriſtian Oblation diffn|ſſh 


another. And it is reaſonable to thin 


| lice when they approached the Altar ſl 
the Euchariſt to be anſwerable in ſou 


dained the Sacrament of the Euchariigh 
as a Rite of Prayer and Praiſe to Go 


Sacrifices were Rites to invocate G 
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preſenting the material part thereof 
which is a Preſent of Bread and Wire $i 
which may very well be called a Pu; 
Ofering, not only in reſpect of 'Chrily 
whom it ſigni fies and repreſents, wid 
is a Sacrifice without all Spot, Blemiſh 
and Imperfection 3 but in reſpect fi 
that Purity of-Conſcience and Freedonſſt 
from Malice, with which it was to HH 
offer d. For it is in that ſingular Pe 


from that of the Fews, who were nd 0 
prohibited to offer Sacrifices and othai 
Gifts, thoꝰ they were at enmity with oh. 


that the Ground for introducing theKi 
of Charity in the Apoſtolical Time 


was, that Chriſtians might expreſs the 
mutual Love and Freedom from Me 


The. Ancients held the Oblation if8 
reſpects to the legal Sacrifices. Tb 
believed that our bleſſed Saviour 
inſtead of the manifold and bloody «4 
crifices of the Law. That the leg 


7 
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\ 
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bs, and for praiſing and Sam. . 0. 
e pleſſing him for his Mer- Ch. 5 5. 12. 
in by evident from Scrip- Ezr. 6 


ure. Inſtead therefore ? 8 13. '8. 
M of ſlaying of Beaſts, and 2Chron. 29.2). 
burning Incenſe, whereby they praiſed 


od, and called upon his Name under 
u the Ola Teftament, our Saviour un- 
ber the New appointed this Sacrament 
ver Bread and Wine, as a Rite where- 
en to give Thanks and make Suppli- 
a tion tothis Father in his Name. That 
daf g the legal Sacrifices were Types and 
Wo 4 ſpadows of the great Sacrifice on the 
roſe; and had a Relation to Chriſt that 
F=to come, ſo the Chriſtian Sacrifice 
I Bread and Wine looks back and has 
Relation to Chriſt that was crucified. 
| There was alſo among the Jews an 
Wcient * Tradition, as has been ob- 
+ 1 85 ferved 


GricodoresBiblianden lib 2. de 8. #\rinitire. 
at apud veteres Hebraos dogma receptiſſi mum, 
| udventwMeſſbeBenedichi ceſſatura eſſe omnia le- 
Nia Sacrificia, tanttimg; celebrandum Sacrißci- 
„ Thoda: Gratiaruin actionis, 

Padis & Confeſſionis, & illud Tor onene. fews- 
agendum pane & vino; ſicuti uarun attioncm, 
chiſedec Rex Salem & Sa- 

1 dos Dei Altiſimi temporibus Abrahami pa- 
n & vinun Protulit. C 4 The 


learned Biſhop Hooper, but from the Beriſi 
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ſerved by learned Men, That in t4þ 
Time of the Meſſias all Sacrifices ſhoulllf ? 
ceaſe but that of Bread and Wine. Ani 
this Oblation of the Bread and Winei b 
implied in St. Paul's Parallel of th © 
Lord's Supper, and the Sacrifices of th 4 
Gentiles,* You cannot, (aw 8 
he, be Partakers of the Ju |: 
ble of the Lord, and the Table of D 
@1iIs,becaule they imply contrary Cove 
nants, incompatible one with the other 
Now here it is manifeſt, that the Tall 
of Devils is ſo called, becauſe it conſt 
ed of Meats offered to Devils, where 
ain ee ene, _ bi 


The Truth of this farther appears, not on, 
from the Teſtimony of R. Kimchi, cited by u 


1 Cor. 10. 21. 


Rabba, that is, the larger Commentary of t A 
Jews upon Geneſis, where R. Phinehas is qu hi 

ted, upon the 28th of Nambers, ſpeaking thei 
Words, Tempore Meſſiæ omnia ſacrificia ceſſabum H 
ſed ſacrificium panis & vini non ceſſabit, ſue 
dictum eſt Gen. 14, Et Melchiſedec Rex Sane 
protulit panem & vinum. Et Melchiſedecum RW 
| Meſſias excipiet a ceſſatione ſacrificiorum ſicu 
dicitur, Pſal. 110. Tu es Sacerdos in aternum | 
 cundium ordiaem Melchiſedec, 1 

Rabbi Johai allo upon the fame Chapter o; 
Numbers, ſpeaks to the ſame Purpoſe; Tempo 
Me ſſiæ omnia ſacrificia deſinent; ſacrificium vi 
pants & vini nunquam deſinet. Which he ende 
vours to confirm by ſeveral Texts of Scripture. 
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by thoſe that eat thereof eat of the De- 
wis Proviſion ;z therefore the Table of 
the Lord is called his Table, not only 


pecauſe he ordained it, but becauſe it 
ronſiſted of Meats offered to him. The 
Author of the Epiſtle to the ai | 
St. Paul, inſinuates the 0 
a fame Thing; We have an ID 
Altar, faith he, whereof they have no 
re right to eat which ſerve the Tabernacle. 
e By which it is plain, there was an Altar 
in the Chriſtian Church, beſides that in 
i the Jewiſh Temple, and conſequently 
Sacrifice, not only the ſpiritual one 
pf Prayer and Thankſgiving, but the 
material one of Bread and Wine, ſuf- 
fciently ſignified by the Word Eating. 
he firſt Chriſtian Writer after the 
Apoſtles, St. Clement, in 
this Epiſtle to the Corin- nente wt 
bias, uſes the Phraſe, Eau. Or pe . 
WOfering the Gifts for the + 
p\dminiſtration of the Sacrament; and 
that the ſucceeding Writers in the Chri- 
1 jan Church obſcrved the ſame Style, 
Ps hover proved by the learned and 
pious Mr. Mede in his Chriſtian Sacri- 
Hence we may obſerve, that the 
2 Sacrament conſiſts of two parts, 


C5 the 
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the Eartbly, which are the Element Þ | 
of Bread and Wine; and the Heaven. . 
5, which is the Power of the Ho-! 
ly Ghoſt deſcending upon Conſecis. |; 
tion, and ſanctifying the Bread and a 
Wine, and invigorating them with the] Je 
divine Virtue of Chriſt's Body and 4 
Blood. For tho”, as Theodore? ſpeaks d 
The Symbols of our Lord's Body au & 
Blood, after the Prayer of Conſecratiu I 8 
ür are changed, and becom N 
. other; yet they depart n S 
from their own Nature, for they remain 
in their former Eſſence, and Figure, au o. 
Shape, and are viſible and ſenſible, [uf 
ag before they were. And the Prich t! 
that officiated in the ancient Church 
not only rehearſed the Evangelical H- 
ſtory of the Inſtitution of this holy 85. 
crament, and pronounced theſe Word 
of our Saviour, This is my Body, this 
muy Blood; but he offer'd upa Prayer o 
Conſecration to God, beſeeching hin 
That he would ſend down his holy Spiri 
upon the Bread and Wine preſented uni 
bing on the Altar, and that be would ji 
fauttify them, that they might becomP 
the Bod and Blood of his Son Jelwi 
_ Chriſt: Not with reſpect to the groß 
= | Compagi 
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| Compages or Subſtance, but only as to 

| the ſpiritual Energy and Virtue of his 
-Þ Holy Fleſh and Blood, communicated 
to the bleſſed Elements by the Power 
and Operation of the holy Ghoſt de- 
i Þ ſcending upon them; whereby the Bo- 
a dy and Blood of Chrift is verily and in- 
s | red taken by the Faithful in the Lord's 
1 Supper. This Prayer is found in all the 
ancient Liturgies; and ſome learned 
| Men have thought that 
St. Paul alluded to ſome- 


7 
* 


[i Rom. 15. 16. 


n thing of this Nature, when he ſpeaks 


of che Offering of the Gentiles being 
made acceptable by the Sanctiſication of 


ell the holy Ghoſt, there being no leſs than 
ſive Liturgical Words in that Text, as 


has been obſerved by learned Men. 

And as this ChriſtianSacrifice was de- 
ſigned to render God propitious to us, 
by repreſenting to him the Merits of 
our Saviour's Sufferings; fo it was in- 
the infinite Love of our Saviour, in dying 
u kor us; and by eating and drinking at 
God's Table, according to Chri//'s Ap- 
pointment, to fix in our Souls the Me- 


on | 
ſy mory of thoſe invaluable Bleſſings he 


has purchaſed for us, and to commu- 
| „ mente 


ſtituted to be a ſtanding Monument of 


Thus the infinite 
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nicate to all worthy Receivers the Be. C 
nefit of his Sacrifice upon the Croſs; N g. 
upon which account it is called 7h: 5 
Communion of his Body and Blood. And be 
It was moreover ordained to be a Ban G 


of Union to knit Chriſtians together in gc 


the fame Fellowſhip and Communion, xh 
Bote of Chriſt ap: C. 
peared not only in giving himſelf u 
die for us, but in ſo far comply ing with E. 
the Weakneſs of our Nature, as to fr 
ſtitute and ordain holy Myſteries a . 


Pledges of his Love, and for a conti ſte 


nual Remembrance of his Death to au an 


great and endleſs Comfort. Ci 


And ſince we live in an Ape thy 
is inclinable to make all the inhere 
Powers in the Prieſthood, to be the EH 
fects of Prieſtcraft; and that othei fee 
take upon them to ſign and ſeal Co 
venants in God's Name, who have 1e 
ceived no Commiſſion to that purpoſe |M 


It will be fit for any Man that preſſor 
pares himſelf for this holy OrdinancM 
to conſider who has the Power of a 
miniſtring this holy Sacrament ; v he 
ther Lay-men as well as Clergy- maine 
that have received their Common 
by Succeſſion from the Apoſtles. Ih 


* 
a 
4 
1 
2 
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| Conſideration I am ſure will be of 
preat Comfort to the faithful Mem- 
| * of the Church of England, which 
bas preſerved the ancient Apoſtolical 
i Government, and the Primitive Or- 
i ders in a due Subordination, whereby 
ey are ſecured of a right and truly 
- Canonical Miniſtry. 
oo: Now to ſatisfy our ſelves in theſe 
Wl Paguiries we muſt obſerve, that in the 
fgrſt Inſtitution of this Sacrament, it 
vas celebrated by our Lord and Ma- 
ti fter Jeſus Chriſt, He bleſſed the Bread 
wand Wine, and gave both to his Dif- 
Tiples ; and he himſelf was, as the A- 
hat doſtle calls him, the FHigh-Prieſt over 
be Houſe of God. And indecd, the 
IPeſign of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
ſeems to be to ſhew us the difference 
between the two Covenants, the Na- 
| of the Levitical and Evangelical 
Prieſthood, what Neceſſity there was 
bf a change from the one to the other; 
hat the Evangelical was after the 
Order of Melchiſedec; that our Savi- 
uur was the High-Prieſt of that Order, 
Ind that this Honour he took not to 
Gim/elf, but was called of God to it, 
Ws well as Aaron was to his. The Sa- 
crament 
3 
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crament being thus inſtituted, and the Þ 
Elements being conſecrated by a Prict Þ 
at the firſt Celebration of it; the Apo- 
ſtles kept cloſe to their Maſter's Inſti 
tution; being commanded to do hf 
ſame in remembrance of him; they con · 
ſecrated the Elements, and gave then 
to the People, as he before did to them; 
and the ſame did the Biſhops, their Suc . 
ceſſors after them, and thoſe that they 
appointed. And this was ſo conſtant- y 
ly and univerſally practiſed in theſ } 
early times, that one Inſtance is not to f 
be brought to the contrary. FM 
Beſides, the very Nature of a SacriÞ 
ment requires commiſtonedOfficers to! i 
the Adminiſtrations of it. For Sac 
ments being Seals of the Covenant ai ih 
Grace, of that Covenant between Golly 
and Man, which our Saviour purchalcſ 
for us, and confirmed with his Blood 
Who can ſeal this Covenant, unleſs ſuc he 
as are empowered by God to tranla . 
with us in his Name? On our part iy 
offer up our Prayers and Supplicatioſhe 
to him; and on his, to bleſs us, to Pit 
ſolve us from our Sins upon Repei Þ 
tance, and to ſeal the Pardon of thenhh 
by admitting us to partake of theſe hut 
ly Myſteries. e 
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Jo this End the Apoſtles were care- 
ſul in providing good Men to ſucceed 
tem in their Miniſtry; St. Paul was 
| earneſt with Titus to ordain Elders in 


'þ gery. City, and with Timothy, to lay 


Hands ſuddenly on uo Man; and in his 

nÞ Epiſtles to both, he deſcribes, and that 
| picely too, the Qualifications of thoſe 
0 ae were to be admitted to Eccleſia- 


y tical Orders. In the Church of Co- 


their Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons. 
Now what need was there of this Di- 
1+ tir&tion, and of this great care and cau- 
loi gion in conferring Orders, if they had 


aſelf ng the Supremacy of Sovereign Magi- 
vod rates has declared, that 

ſughe Miniſtring either of 
nlac 4 od's Word, or of the Sacraments, is not 
rt given to Princes becauſe they are not 
tion neſted with, nor have a Sovereign 


o Diſpoſal of the Power of Orders. 


Art. 37. 


epenf But the Practice of the Chriſtian 


tbengthurch from the beginning of Chriſti- 


1 ſity ſufficiently confutes the Reaſon- 


ings 


ub there were Prophets and Teachers, 
Helpers and Governours, which were 


o particular Powers to exercile, and 
[that every Lay- Man had an equal Right 
zo diſpenſe them ? Our Church in aſſert- 


4 
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ings of Theifts and Enthuſiaſts; an 
Matter of Fact is too ſolid and ſubſtan 
tial an Argument to be confuted h 
Art and W St. Clement in hi 
W piſtle to the Corinthians 
OxL.E0-Þ.4-29... cell us, when the Apoſtle 
| planted Churches, they made the fi 
Fruits of thoſe they converted, Biſhops ani: 
Deacons over thoſe that ſhould after; 
Wards believe. And that as the Pri 
have the proper Services appointed then 
p. 87. appertaining to their A. 
niſtries; ſo the Laymani 

confined within the Bounds 6 f what is con. 
manded to Lay-men. And in anothal6 
Place he ſpeaks to this purpoſe, All r 
Duties which the Lord hath command: 
IP us to do, wwe ought to do then 
"*.% regularly and orderly; on 
Oblations and divine Services to celebrat 
them on ſet and appointed Times. Fur We 
hath he ordained, not that we ſhould «Mi 
them at hap-hazard, and without ord 
but at certain determinate Days ail 
Times; where alſo, and by whom he ui 
have them pxecuted, himſelf hath deu 
according to his ſupreme Will. St. len 
ius, who was Diſciple to St. John, ai 
* of Antioch, in his Epiſtle to th b, 
Smyrna 
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i myrneans, p. 6. is more expreſs to 
this purpoſe; Let no Man do any thing, 
ſays he, of what belongs to the Church 
fu tit hout the Biſhop: Let that Euchariſt 
u ze eſteemed firm and valid, which is 
either adminiſtred by the Biſhop, or by him 
vbom he authorizes : Whereſoever the 
u Bi/hop ſhall appear, there the People ought 
o be, as where Jeſus Chriſt is, there is 
e Catbolick Church. It is not lawful 
without the Biſhop, either to baptize or to 
telebrate the holy Communion z for what=- 
ever he ſhall approve, that will be ac- 
Wieprable to God, to the end that what- 
Whoever is done may be regular and of 
f = —_ ertullian teſtifies of the 
Chriſtians of his Time, 1. 
That as they did receive a 
the Sacrament of the Eu- aliorum ma- 
Val bariſt in their Meetings nu, quàm Pre- 
„ Whefore Day, ſo it was only ſidentium. 
4% rom the Hands of their Biſhops. 

l would only deſire thoſe who are too 
pt to attack the Chriſtian Prieſts, as the 
febellious Princes did Moſes and Aaron, 


al 


2 {Ul 


111 inſinuat ing, that hey rake too much 
gu eon them; and by demanding, where- 
AI 1 741 , | | SE 

* re they lift up themſelves „Fumb. 16. 3. 


ve the Congregation of 
aan . 


21 the 


Bleſſings our Saviour has purchaſed for 


| C: Act. 3. 26. 


— EE—_ 
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the Lord; to be mindful of their Puniſh. Þ $ 
ment, and to conſider how fſeverchÞÞ 4 
God revenged their Inſolence, in ca A 
fing the Earth to open her Mouth, ani 
to ſwallow up them and all their Ac 
Heronts. = | 
The Second part of Preparation con. 
ſiſts in thoſe pious Diſpoſitious of Mind 
which qualify us to receive this Sac 
ment after a worthy manner, and mak 
us fit Gueſt's at the Lord's-Table. And 
therefore when we plead the Merit of . 
Chriſt's Death and Paſſion before God 

the Father in this Chriſtian Sacrifice, 
it ought to be accompanied with a moi 

thankful Acknowledgment of thoſe greu 


us by his Sufferings, and with a public 
proclaiming to all the World, the grea 
Senſe we have of ſuch invaluable Kind- 

neſs. With a bearty Repentance for al 
the Sins we have been guilty of in 
Thought, Word, and Deed, for th is wa! 
the end of his Death, to reconcile us u 

God, by turning us fr 


bur Iniquities. With fim s 
Reſolutions of better Obedience; for 
he gave himſelf for us, So purify un 

e Lune 
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h = $i1/elf a peculiar People y 

V $:4/0us of good Works. bag hs 

. With an entire Reſignation of our Souls 
Ind Bodies to be a reaſonable, holy, 
Ji lively Sacrifice unto him; for he 
pas the juſteſt Claim to us, becauſe he 


n Nhurchaſed us at the Price „ 
bis own Blood. Witha * TEN. IH» 
r- | onſtant endeavour to make ſome Pro- 
ke &ciency in all the Virtues of the Chri- 
na ſtian Life, becauſe he has obtained for 
alf zs by the Merits of his Sufferings, the 
od Grace and Aſſiſtance of God's holy 
ce Ppirit, to work in us both „. 
on % will and to do of bis roi . The. 
en ge Pleaſure. With a Readineſs of 
fol Mind to be reconciled to all thoſe that 
ick dave offended us, becauſe when we were 


rea (EE nemes we were reconciled . 
nds God by the Death of his "NOM 3+: 10. 
al Con. With bearry and ſincere Love and 
in Lharity to our Brethren, contributing 
ill we can tothe relief of Chriſt's poor 
diſtreſſed Members, by reaſon he Was 
o liberal of his ineſtimable Blood for 
Is. Laſtly, with the Purity of our Iuten- 
lion, ſincerely aiming at and deſign- 
ng to anſwer all thole Ends and Pur- 
oles for which this holy Sacrament 


5 
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was ordained z and not merely to com. 4 
ply with Cuſtom, and to qualify ou 
ſelves for a profitable Employment. W/ 


But then ir mult be noted, that ali * 
theſe Qualifications are the ſame th 
we are obliged to acquire by our Ba 
tiſmal Yow, and are neceſſary in th" 
Courſe of a Chriſtian Life, and in th b 
Uſe of all other Means of Grace. Fo 

except we confeſs our Sins with A 
humble, penitent and obedient Hear, Wc 
and are ready to forgive thoſe thit 0 

have offended us, and ask with Faith 

even our Prayers and Praiſes will find a 


no Acceptance at the Throne of Grace 
Indeed Charity and Good Will toward 
all Men, was always thought ſo ne 
ceſſary a Qualification for the Cele 
bration of this Chriſtian Sacrifice, tha 


in the ancient Church, at the very ci 4 
trance thereunto, the Deacon was wont 
to proclaim, Let no Man have ou; 
_ againſt his Brother. And this practicW” 
was founded upon our Saviour's Ordr * 
nance, in his divine Sermon upon t 
ere If thou bringeſt lat. © 230 . 
Gift to the Altar, and there . 


remembreſt that thy Brother hath c¹νi 
againſt thee, leave there thy Gift before i 
” _ Alita 
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Var, and go thy Way, firſt be reconciled 
Jh Brother, and then come and offer 
5 Gift. Which Scripture, in the ſenſe 
the Primitive Church, was taken to 
an Evangelical Conſtitution, impli- 
by way of Anticipation that our 
iour would leave ſome Rite to his 


] 


, he Sacrifices of the Law, which 


ould begin with an Oblation, as they 
Wd; and that, to require this proper 
pd peculiar Qualification in the Of- 
rer, 70 be at Peace, and without En- 
i with his Brother; inſomuch that 
] engus ſeems to place LES 

pat Purity of the Evan- Lib. 4. cap.34. 
ical Oblation,prophe- _ 
«cd of by Malachi, prin- Chap. 1. V. r. 
Fpally in this Requiſite. 1155 


Kcripture ſeems to make peculiar to the 
kceiving the holy Sacrament, is Self- 
Lxamination. This is St. Paul's Di- 
kction, Let @ Man exa- 
ine himſelf, and ſo let 
m eat of that Bread and drink of 
bat Cup; which if taken in the largeſt 


x Cor. 11. 28. 


FO We 


Church, inſtead and after the manner 


And beſides this, the only Duty the 


knſe, for ſearching into the State of 
Þr Souls in order to know how far 
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we believe and practiſe what is re 
quired of us, and to amend: for the fu. 
ture what has been amiſs in our pat 
Conduct, is certainly obliging at other 
times, as well as before the Sacrament, | 
and 'tis impoſſible a Chriſtian ſhoult 
govern his Life with that neceſſay 
Care and Watchfulneſs that is required, 
without practiſing of it very frequent. 
ly. And yet I believe, if the ſenſe of i 
St. Paul be impartially weighed in th 
matter, it will appear, that the Ex 
mination he recommends, is not that of i 
our State and Condition towards God, iſ 
and of our Duty in general; but an Ex 
mination of our Manner of Eating tb 
Lord's-Supper by CGhrilt's Inſtitution of it, 
to ſee whether our Behaviour-comport 
with the Rules of the Inſtitution, and 
with the End for which it was inſtitu WF 
ed. For to remedy the Diſorders that 
were in the Church of Corinth, in the 
Adminiſtration. of the: Lord's-Supper; 
he ſets before them Chris Inſtitu- 
tion of the holy Sacrament, that they 
might acquaint themſelves with the 
Manner and End propoſed in the par: 
taking of it; ſo that by that, ever) 
one might examine his Comportment 

1 therein, 


— — 
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herein, whether conformable to that 
Ir ftitution, and ſuited to that End. In 
he account St. Paul gives of Chriſt's 
yſtitution, he remarks, that Eating and 
brinking in the Sacrament, was no 
Wart of common Eating and Drinking 


r Hunger and Thirſt, but to repre- 
ent Chriſt's Body and Blood, to be ea- 
En and drank in remembrance of him, 


as the Apoſtle expounds it him- 


* + 


fc moreover obſerves, that this was 
ne by all who were preſent, united 
gether in one Company at the ſame 
2 . 

ne. All which put together, ſhews 
What the Examination here-propoſed 
lates to; for the deſign of the Apo- 


{fund fault with in their celebrating 
e Lord g. Supper, tis by that alone 


hae muſt interpret the Directions he 
res concerning it, if we will ſuppoſe 


talked pertinently to the Subject in 
und; which was to reduce the Co- 
ans from the Irregularities they 
tre run into in this matter. And if 
account of Chriſt's Inſtitution: be 
It brought in for their examiningtheir- 
Triage by it, and their ad 3 


Ar, 1 ſhew forth the Lord's Death. 


e being to reform thoſe Abuſes he 


— 
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Comportment to it, it will be hardy 
find a Reaſon for what purpoſe iti 
here mentioned. | „ 

From hence we may therefore g 


ther what that unworthy Receiving 
was, which is condemned in the CW 
rinthians by St. Paul, and what was th 
Puniſhment annexed to it: It was then 
diſorderly and irreverent Participatiafſ® 
of the Lord's-Supper ; it was their EA 
ing and Drinking after an unworthy 
manner, without a due regard to thi 
Manner and End of that holy Inſti 
tion; without a due Reſpect had to ti: 
Lord's Body, in a diſcriminating and 
purely Sacramental Uſe of the Brei 
and Wine that repreſented it. It beiny 
the Cuſtom of the Chriſtians in the 
Apoſtolical Times to receive the 1 
Euchariſt after their Feaſts of Charii) 
wherein the rich and the poor wet 
wont to eat together with great Sobr 
ety and Temperance; in the Churd 
of Corinth this Method was not obſer 
ved; the poor were not admitted t 
this common Feaſt; for in eating ev 
one took before each other his own Su 
per; ſo that when ſome wanted, othe 
were guilty of ſcandalous Excels, ul 
. | a 


— — 
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os Intemperance: And the effect of it 
g | as, They did not diſcern the Lord's Bo- 
15 They made no difference between 
0 Sacrament and a common Meal; be— 
cen what was to ſuſtain their Bodies, 
F what was to nouriſh their Souls. 80 


| Wit to eat the Bread, and drink of the 
A ( up, in the holy Sacrament, without 
aa duc and direct diſcrimination had 
i þ the Lord's Body, by ſeparating the 
1 read and Wine from the common 


Je, of eating and drinking for Hunger 
d Thirſt, was to eat unworthily. The 
luniſhment annexed to theſe Miſcar- 
ages, were Infirmities, Sickneſs, and 
mporal Death, with which God cor- 
eted them, that they might not 
condemned with the unbelicving 
World. By which it appears, that 
tmporal Judgments mult be under- 
ood by the Word our Tranflators ren- 


1 r Damnation. Tho' if theſe tempo- 
bſe | Judgments had not produced A- 


endment and Reformation, ſuch a 

entempt of holy Things might bave 

Ful de them obnoxious to the eter nal 

agment of God. 

Now it appears farther, by the Na- 

e of theſe Puniſhments, that the Exa- 
mi ion 
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mination St. Paul recommends, refemm 
to the Inſtitution of the Sacrament; 
for if the Unworthineſs here ſpoken 
was either Unbelief, or any of tha 
Sins which are uſually made the Ma 
ter of Examination, *tis to be preſume „ 
the Apollle would not wholly ha 
paſs'd them over in Silence: "This : 
| leaſt is certain, that the Puniſhment 
theſe Sins is infinitely greater than th 
which God here inflif's s on unwortſ 
Receivers, whether they who are gu 
of them receive the Sacrament or no 
That then which makes a Man 4 
ſolutely unfit to receive the holy $f 
crament, beſides Ignorance of tl 
meaning of that holy Inſtitution, | 
the living in the conſtant habitual P 
ctice of any known Sin without Repei 
tance. Such a Man's Approach to tl 
holy Table would be a mocking ot G 
and a great Contempt of his Authon 
ty; and tho” the ancient Diſcipline 
the Church is at a low ebb among u 
yet there is {till Power to debar {ut 
ſcandalous and open Sinners the Coq 
munion, and a particu 

can. XXVI. Order to Parochial Al 
niſters not to admit ſuch. But then 

ougt 


— ——— 
— — — 


Wought to be obſerved, that this impe- 
Whitcot State makes our Prayers alſo an 
bomination to the Lord; for to pro- 
ess our ſelves ſorry for our Sins, and 
feſolved to forſake them, when we 
have no Senſe of the one, nor are de- 
lermined to do the other, is the great- 
6 ſt Affront imaginable to our Maker; 


| j 
pleaſed when we draw near to him 

i ö 1rh our Lips, though our Hearts are 

r from him. 

There is a caſe indeed, whore,” I 
Wink, a Man may be ſuppoſed quali- 


0 140 to attend the publick Prayers of the 
Church, and yet that it may be fit for 


vo im to abſtain from approaching the 
dear; which is when a Man firſt riſes 
WJ unfeigned Repentance from a deplo- 


ble fall into ſome grievous Sin; the 
100Writ Scene of his penitential Sorrows 


1 Would paſs in the Exerciſe of Morti- 


Ication and Selt-denial, and ſome time 
11Way be neceſſary to prove the Since- 
-ooicy of his return ro his Duty. And 
cus is agreeable to the Di/cipline of the 
inch in the primitive Times, when 
Ie [hocyer was found guilty of any ſcan- 
us | D 2 dalous 
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y ſuppoſing, that either he does not 
Tnow our Hearts, or that he will be 
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64 The Per ſous not Qualified 


dalous Fault, was according to the 
Nature of the Offence debarred the 
Communiona ſhorter or a longer time; 
ſo that it will very well become the 
Modeſty of a Penitent, in theſe loo 
times wherein the Chriſtian D/c:-/u| 
is relaxed, to exerciſe it upon him{clf; 
it being reaſonable, that the Senſe of 
any heinous Crime lately committed 
ſhould ſo far humble and mortifie us, «i 
to make us ready and willing to im-. 
poſe this Penance upon our ſelves; «lM 
thinking our ſelves for ſome time u 
worthy to participate in the hi ghet 
and moſt ſolemn Act of Religion. 
In ſhort, the beſt Preparation for the; 
Sacrament is a conſtant Endeavour t»M 
live as becomes that holy Religion vel 
| profeſs. For they who really belicrei;, 
the Chriſtian Religion, and ſincerely] 
govern their Lives by the Doctrine 
and Precepts of the Goſpel of tht 
Bleſſed Jeſus, have all that ſubſtantia 
Preparation that qualifies them to par 
take in this holy Ordinance, and 
ought to receive at any time whil 
there is an Opportunity, though the] 
were not before-hand acquainted will 
it. Indeed when they have a forelgh 
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of their communicating, 'tis very ad- 
ibeable they ſhould trim their Lamps, 
amine the State of their Minds, re- 
e pew their Repentance, exerciſe their 
Charity, enlarge their Devotions, ſpi- 
itualize their Affections; and in or- 
ger to this, ſhould retire from Buſi- 
peſs and Pleaſure, as far as the Na- 
ure of their Circumſtances will ad- 
mit; that by Prayer, Faſting, and 
Alms-deeds, their Minds may be rail. 


"Wed to reliſh ſpiritual Enjoyments. 
4 hut ſtill great care muſt be taken, that 
0 


hen a Man is habitually prepared, 
pe do not impoſe upon himſelf ſo much 
ual Preparation, as ſhall make him 
ple an Opportunity of receiving the 


we poly Sacrament, when he has not had 
cle me to go through with that Metho 
ehe has preſcribed to himſelf. 
me | 

the 


"8 7hirdly, I ſhall endeavour to an/wer - 
22 Objeftions againſt frequent Commu- 

Pan. 1 „ 
a Od ject. 1. The ir uſualOßiection Men 
pike is, That they are unworthy to re- 
Five the boly Sacrament, and conſequently 
willy approach God's Table they ſhall eat 
1910 id drink Damnation to themſelves, 


| ä Anſw, 


66 The Objection of Unworthine/: 
Anſw. If this Objection is made h 
ſuch who live in a Courſe of Wicked. 
neſs, *tis certain as long as they reſolve 
to continue ſuch, they are very unhi 
to approach theſe holy Myſterics; 
while they are at open Defiance with 
God Almighty, break all his Laus 
and refuſe all Offers of Reconciliation, f 
they ought not to be admitted aſe 
Gueſts at God's holy Table; and if 
the Di/cipline of the Church were re 
ſtored, which is founded upon the 
Laws of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and 
ſufficiently explained to us by primi 
tive Practice, ſuch refractory Sinnen 
| ſhould beexcommunicated,and thrown|Þ 
out of the Community of Chriſtians 
and not be re-admitted till they had 
given publick Teſtimonies of their Sor 
row and Repentance. But all Me 
eaſily ſee the Vanity of this ExculſW 
becauſe one Fault can never juilit«| 
the Commiſſion of another. . 
But if this Objection is made by d 
yout People, to excuſe their not fie 
quenting the Chriſtian Sacrifice, the) 
muſt conſider, that this Argument 
puſh'd home, ought to hinder then 
from ever communicating. 1 l 
Mlen 
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Ii take the Word Unworthy in 
#:1& Senſe, for ſuch Perſons as no way 


offer d and conferr'd in the holy Sa- 
erament, no Man ſhould ever receive 
i all, becauſe no Man deſerves any 


1 0 Bleſſings purchaſed for us 
by Chriſt's Death; and yet they that 
Wake the Objection do venture at ſome 
great Solemnities to approach theſe 
ly Myſteri ies; which makes it won- 


ſhcir Notion of Unworthineſs, with 
their Practice of receiving at ſuch Sea- 


nes a better Opinion of themſelves 
1 

dan is conſiſtent with Chriſtian Hu- 
Dility. But there is a great diffe- 


ol 

ſeence to be made between deſerving 
et Favour, and receiving that Fa— 
Four after a worthy and fit manner. 


Ve may have no Merit to procure us 
Ich Benefits as may be conferred up- 


fe. us; and yet if we receive them 
eich a great Senſe of Gratitude, ac- 
en owfledging the Bounty of the Giver, 


Jith a great Senſe of our own Deme- 
, owning they are infinitely above 
D 4 our 


deſerve thoſe great Benefits that are 


thing at God's Hands, much leſs thoſe 


Eerful how they can reconcile this 


bas; or elſe they muſt have at thoſe 
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68 The Objection of Onworthine 
our Dcſerts, with Care and Diligence 
to receive them in the Way and Man. 
ner preſcribed, and with Reſolution 
of making the belt Returns we are cM; 
pable of; we may be truly ſaid to rex; 
ceive ſuch Favours after a worth 

manner, tho' we are never ſo unworWi 
thy of the Benefits themſelves. 

The unworthy Eating and Drinkii,, 
condemned by St. Paul in the Co. 
thians, has been already explained 
with the Puniſhment annexed to it; 
which will certainly, if ſeriouſly con 
fidered, abate thoſe Fears which bu 
too often poſſeis devout Souls; and 
if they are in earneſt, will be able t 
turn their Fears quite on the contray 
ſide, and make them apprehenſive of 
provoking God, by neglecting a 7/1 


tive Command of our Saviour's, by hing 
laid upon all Chriſtians. | 55 
It is not to be ſuppoſed, that vl 
mult be per ſect and ſtrong grown CM o 
ſtians before we partake of theſe UWſp 
vine Myſteries z 'tis enough we fincciey 
ly deſire to be ſuch, and if fo, we 11:8: 
find the frequent Uſe of the Hoi) Cri 
munion to be the moſt effectual mega 
to that purpoſe, We are here in at 


0! 
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pf Tears; where ſhould we ſeek for 
Comfort, but from the Source of all 
Joy and Satisfaction? We are ſurround- 
ed with a multitude of Temptations; 
here ſhall we find Strength to reſiſt 
them, but in this Divine Armoury ? 
Mie are loaded with many Imperfecti- 
ons, and ſometimes, by Negligence or 


5 ESurprize, fall a Prey to the Temprer : 
hat ſo proper to waſh away ourStain, 
cas that precious ineſtimable Blood, 


which was ſhed to that very End and 
{WP urpoſe? So that the very Sex/e of our 
EUnworthineſs, if rightly applied, thould 
quicken our Zeal in approaching fre- 
quently, that we might become better. 
| Object. 2. Some object, That the 
VHequent uſe of the holy Sacrament may 
e apt to abate and diminiſh that Re- 
verence and Reſpect which Men ought to 
bave for it. 


Aiſw. This Objection is founded up- 

11M on the Experience Men have,that their 
Wm | Familiarity and intimate Converſe with 
Men and Things in this World, is apt 
so diminiſh their Value and Reſpect 
or them; not conſidering that it is 

quite the contrary in ſpiritual Things, 


[the frequent Uſe whereof is the like- 
| Ds heſt 


70 The Object ion of Unworthineſ, 
lieſt means to encreaſe our Veneraticn 
and Reſpect towards them. An un. 
interrupted Enjoyment of the good 
Things of this World may very well 
leſſen our Eſteem of them, becauſe it 
convinces us they do not adminiſter 
that Happineſs which they promiſe; 
but the more we employ our ſelves in 
ſpiritual Exerciſes, we find they pro- 
duce a Satisfaction that riſes above 
what we expected, or worldly Men 
can imagine. The better we know 
Men, the more we diſcover their Frail- 
ties and Imperfections; at a diſtance we 
ſee only the Brightneſs of their good 
Qualities, but a cloſer Correſpondence 
acquaints us with their Failings; and 
therefore our Familiarity with the beſt 
of Men may be apt to abate that Re- 
ſpect we paid them at a diſtance, by 


frl—eaſon of that mixture of Frailty which 


accompanies their greateſt V irtucs. 
But the oftner we converſe with God 
in his holy Ordinances, the more we 
Mall admire his divine Perfections, 
and the mort we ſhall be diſpoſed to 
conform our ſelves to his Likencls: 
for an Object of infinite Perfection in 
it ſelf, and of infinite Goodneſs to uh 
= WI 
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will always raiſe our Admiration, and 
heighten our Reſpect and Eſteem the 
more we contemplate it: it being the 
Diſcovery of ſome Imperfection, of 
ſome Flaw, where we thought there 
was none, that leſſens our Eſteem, and 
provokes our Contempt. 


Object. 3. Others pretend, That the 


Cuſtom of frequent Communion diminiſhes 
E the Profit and Advantage that is to be 
| reaped from that divine Inſtitution. 

| Auſw. This Objection is founded up- 
on the unhappy Temper of moſt Men, 
| who are apt to put the greateſt value 
upon things that are rare and uncom- 
mon, and to neglect, or at leaſt to 
perform Actions of the greateſt Conſe- 
© quence after a {light and careleſs man- 
ner when they frequently occur. But 
if the fear of falling into this weaknels 
were a ſufficient reaſon to abſtain from 
frequent Communion, it would hold 
with as much Force againſt frequent 
Prayer, which the Precepts of the Go- 
| ſpe] make neceſſary; and therefore as. 
in praying often we at length learn to 
pray well, ſo in frequently receiving 
| the holy Sacrament, that Fervor and 
| Appetite ſenſibly encreaſes, which is 
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ſo neceſſary to make us receive with 
Advantage. If People reap no Prof 
from their frequent Communions, the 
Fault muſt be laid upon the Negligence 
of their Lives, and upon the {light 
Care they take in the Examination of 
their Conſciences; and if upon a ſtrict 
Inquiry they find any ſecret Sin unre. 
pented of, any habitual Neglect of their 
Duty, this great Bar to the Influence of 
Grace mult be removed. And if, af. 
ter that, they ſtill make the ſame 
Complaint, they muſt confider what 
they mean by Unprofitablenels ; for Ein 
*tis certain, if we bring a right Tem- Wna 
per of Mind, the Body and Blood of Nee 
Chriſt in the Sacrament is of great Pro- Wo: 
fit and Advantage to us. If we arc ere 
penitent, it ſeals to us the Pardon of Wy 
our Sins; if we are ſincere, it forti- ff. 
fies our Reſolutions; if we believe, it Wc 
ſtrengthens our Faith; and if we are Win 
real and in earneſt, it inflames our Wi 
Charity; but if we think it muſt cute Bt 
us of all thoſe Imperfections which are Ne 
inſeparable from the frailty of our Na- 
ture, we deceive our ſelves. The bei: Wu 
of Chriſtians groan under the Perveric- 
neſs and lmpotence of corrupt N 9 i 
| | | [ | 
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Or if we expect always thoſe heaven- 
Bly Joys and Raptures which God is 
pleaſed ſometimes to communicate to 
his faithful and devout Servants, we 
are too preſumptuous; God may deny 
us thoſe Fore · taſtes of Bliſs to keep us 
Whumble, and to quicken our Induſtry 
to attain them; and if God does not 
communicate himſelf to us after that 
ay and manner our {ſhallow Reaſon 
thinks moſt defirable, it does not be- 
come us to lay any Blame upon this 
W:vine Ordinance; which is certainly 
Un it ſelf the molt efficacious means to 
make us juſt and charitable, pious and 
d:vout. And they that owe their Ar- 
Wours at the Altar to their ſeldom ap- 
proaching the holy Table, have too 
nuch Reaſon to conclude they are more 
Wficcted from the rarity and unuſual- 
peſs of the Action, than from the di- 
ine Virtue that flows from it; like 

Poſe that converſe ſeldom with Men 
r great Quality and Title; the Awe 
icy feel of their Greatneſs proceeds 
a- Wore from their not being uſed to fre- 
t Wucnt their Company, than from the 
c- rinion of their true Worth and Dig- 
e. iy. So that theſe People ſeem rather 

| 10 
. 


ble. And in the Accounts we hare 


juſt in all their Dealings, and reader to 
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to be under the Power of Nature than 
the Influences of Grace. | 

I am ſure Experience will infom 
us, that the devouteſt Apes of the 
Churchwere thoſe wherein thePractice 
of frequent Communion molt prevail. 
ed. Never was there ſo much Ferro 
and Strictneſs of Piety, as when thei 
Faithful met daily at the Lord's 70. 


of the greateſt Saints, never any one 
excelled in the Virtues of the Chriſtiar 
Life, but what diſtinguiſhed himſel 
by frequently nouriſhing his Soul with 
this heavenly Banquer. | 

Nay, I dare appeal to thoſe hoh 
Souls who live under a ſtrict Senſe oil 
their Duty in this particular, and em- 
brace all Opportunities which the Pro: 
vidence of God offers them to comme: 
morate the incffable Love of their 4 
ing Redeemer; whether they do not 
find themſelves more determined to 


relieve the Neceſſities of the Poor; 
whether their Affections to the Wor! 
do not loſe Ground, and their Defire 
towards Heaven do not grow more in 
tenſe and yigorous z whether w_Y 

100 
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$ons are not more calm, and their Pa- 
Fcnce and Submiſſion to the Will of 
ed more evident and conſpicuous 3 
&hether they are not ſenfible of leſs 
fondneſs for Life, leſs Earneſtneſs for 
Trifles, leſs Deſire of Glory, leſs Eager- 
geß for Profit, and leſs Concern for 
bhatever the World moſt eſteems? 
Object. 4. It is farther objected, 
5: Men of great Buſineſs, either in 
lick or private Affairs, may juſtly be 
| 60 from frequent Communion, be- 
| they have not E to prepare 
1 

Anſw. Any Buſi 8 tho' lawful in 
t own Nature, yet if proſecuted to 
ch a degree as to take Men off from 
he Care of their Souls, ought to be 
kid aſide; becauſe the Salvation of 
bur Souls is of much greater Conſe- 
quence than any Affair that relates 
þ this World; and wiſe Men propor- 
en their Care of a Thing according 
d its worth; they do not ſpend their 
me upon Trifles, and neglect what 
yy be of the greateſt Conſequence, 
luppole they who make this Objecti- 
deſign to be ſaved, and therefore 
it own that their Souls are of great- 

N 


76 Much Bu ſine ſe conſiſtent 
er worth than their Bodies, and that 
they mult certainly find a time ty 
die, however careleſs and negliger; 
they may be in making a due Prepars 
tion for it. But beſides, the Care a 
our temporal Concerns, and our Dy. 
ty to God, are very conſiſtent. A gien 
deal of Buſineſs and the Duties of Re. 
ligion may ſtand together, provide 
we govern our Affairs by Chritia 
Principles. For tho' ſuch Men hay 
not leiſure for ſo much actual Prep; 
ration, yet they may have all tha 
habitual Preparation upon which t 
great ſtreſs ought to be laid in thi 
Matter. Nay, even the conſcientiou 
Diſcharge of their Buſineſs is an ad 
mirable Qualification for receiving thi 
Sacrament. A Man is ſerving God 
when he follows his Calling with D 
ligence, and obſerves Juſtice and E 
quity in all his Dealings, when be 
manages the Affairs of the Public 
with Fidelity and Honeſty; witholl 
ſelling Juſtice, without Oppreſſior 
and without ſacrificing them to h 
private Intereſt, And the great 
Dangers and Temptations he is expo 
ſed to, the greater need he by h 

5 0 
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God's Grace and Aſſiſtance, which is 
pbundantly Communicated in this holy 
):dinance. When we travel in Ways 
requented by Robbers, we go well 
med and unite Companies, that we 
ay be the better able to defend our 
ſclves. So that the Man of Bulineſs 
Who has any ſerious thoughts of another 
World, ought more eſpecially to lay 
hold on ſuch Opportunities, which may 
ſccure him againſt thoſe Dangers he 
Caily converſes with, and which may 
fortify him againſt thoſe watchful Ene- 
mies that lie in wait to deſtroy him. 
For as they who have leiſure ought 
frequently to receive the holy Com- 
munion, as the beſt Improvement of 
their Time; ſo they that are en- 
Weged in many worldly Affairs ought 
Jo come often to the Sacrament, and 
em how to fanctity their Employ- 
| jents. 
Object. J. Others think they ſatisfy 
F le Duty in this Particular, if they 
ii with the Command Rub. atter the 
of the Church, which en- Comm. 
ins three times in the Can. 21. 
. whereof Faſter to be one, and fo 
think them/elwes excuſed from frequent 
Cnmunion, AnſW. 
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Anſw. Theſe Objectors againſt fre. 
quent Communion quite miſtake the 
Senſe of the Church in this InjunCtion, 
who in her Exhortations excites us to 
frequent Communion, and therefore 
in moſt Pariſhes invites us at leaſt 
every Month, and in ſome Churches 
every Sunday, and every Holy-Day; 
_ eſpecially in Cathedrals, where al 
ys Prieſts and Deacons ar: 
5 S the enjoined at leaſt to recein 
e every Lord's Day; except 
they have a reaſonable Cauſe so the con 
 #rary. All that ſhe ſays is, That Chri- 
ſtians ought to communicate at lealt 
three times in the Year, as if that waz 
the mi: mum quod; that is, the lcalt MW 
that is abſolutely neceſſary to deno- {Wl 
minare us Chriſtians; which if we Wt 
neglect, we deſerve to be ſeparated {Wo 
from that Body whereof Chriſt is the Ne 
Head, and incur the Cenſures of the 
Church, which when rightly diſpen- 
fed are very terrible. 1 would fain 
| know if a Phyſician, ſhould tell a Man 
that juſt ſo - much 1s abſolutely ne. 
ceſſary to maintain Life; if he ſhould 
eat leſs he would not only endanger 
his Health, but run the hazard of tar- 
| ving 
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ng himſelf; whether a Man that con- 

4 ics himſelf to ſuch a Method would 

e thought to be in Love with Life, 
d whether thoſe that have good Ap- 
$etites could ſubſiſt under ſuch a Dil- 
3 It is juſt the ſame in our ſpi- 
Ftual Life, ſo many times communi- 
ting preſerves us from being ſepara- 
td from the Body of CHriſt, which is 
pe Life of a Chriltianz except we are 
Members of his Body we cannot n any 
_rdinary way partake of the tavoura- 
le Influences of the Head; but this is 
hot enough in order to our well being. 
is a ſign that we are weak and very 
perfect Chriſtians, if we have ſo {mall 
In Appetite for this ſpiritual] Food, tis 
a lügn we have little Reliſh tor the things 
pt God. Let us call to mind the Fer- 
Fours of the primitive Chriſtians, bo 
made the Commemoration of our Sa- 
our in the Eucharift, a conſtant part 
pfcheir public k Worfhip. As the pri- 
tive Piety decayed, to the means of 
Paintaining it were leſs frequented 

and *twas the bad Lives of Chiittians.. 

and their total Neglect of commu- 
picating, which made the Church ob- 
[8c them to receive at ſome certain 
= times 


eo The great Advantages of 
times under the penalty of Excommy 
nication. And is it becoming a \ir 
that has any Senſe of the Excelleng 
of this Chriſtian Inſtitution, any V. 
lue for the Privilege of being a Di 
ciple of the crucified Je/as, any Can 
of his Salvation, any Deſire of being 
perfect as God is perfect, to excul 
| himſelf from a neceſſary Duty by 
Injunction, which was introduce 
by the Indevotion of negligent Chi 
ſtians? *Tis not enough that we ar 
Chriſtians, we muſt grow in Grace 
and the, Man of God muſt be mad: 
perfect; of which when we are once 
convinced, we ſhall never negled 
frequent Communion, becauſe it i 
the moſt effectual Means of attain: 
A 


Fourthly, I ſhall in ſhort lay before 
you 7he great Advantages of frequent" 
Communion. e 
Our intimate Converſe with tem-. 
poral Things, and our Familia 
with the Delights and Satisfactions o 
Senſe, is but too apt to take 1 
Minds from ſerious Thoughts, and 
to impair that Vigour and * 

1 Which 
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iich ought to be employed about 

je one Thing neceſſary. Now fre- 
ent Communion keeps à lively Senſe 

Religion upon our Minds, and invi— 

rates them with freſh Strength and 

wer to perform our Duty. It is 

e proper Nouriſhment of our Souls, 

ithout which we can no more main- 

in our ſpiritual Life, than we can 

temporal, without eating and 

inking. 3 

As long as we carry theſe frail and 

ful Bodies about us, the World, the 
eh and the Devil, thoſe conſtant 
nemies to our true Happineſs, will 
> making perpetual Aſſaults upon our 
irue, and uſing their beſt Endea- 
urs to corrupt our Innocence: Now 
quent Communion is the ſovereign 
enedy againſt all their Temptations, by 
ortitying our Paſſions, by ſpirituali- 
ing our Aﬀections ; for how can we 
eld to any ſinful Satisfactions that 
ucified the Lord of Glory, or fix our 
carts upon periſhing Objects, when 
od only deſerves, as he requires, the 
hole Man ? No 

One of the great Advantages of our 
briſtianity conſiſts in being made 
Members 
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Members of Chriſt's Myſtical Bog 
by reaſon of thoſe happy Influeng 
we derive from our Head; and 
Happineſs depends upon our enjoyin 
this bleſſed Privilege. Now freque 
Communion preſerves this ſpiritual l 
nion inviolable, between Chri# and i 
faithful Chriſtians z by a mutual In 
tercourſe of Goodneſs and Compaſliai 
in pardoning our Sins; in ftrengt} 
ning our feeble Virtues, and in con 
municating heavenly Joys and Fore 
taſtes of Happineſs; and on our fide 
by repent] Acts of Adoration an 
Thankfulneſs, of Love and Admin 
tion, of Reſignation and Submiſſion 
his holy Will, and of ſincere Profel 
ſions of Conſtancy and Perſeverance! 
his Service. 9 ; 
Me are convinced by fatal Expe 
rience, that either through Surprizc, a 
the Strength of Temptation, we cannd 
always ſtand upright; that we do thoſt 
things we ought not to have done, aq 
leave undone the things we ought tc 
have done. Now this holy SacramenJÞ-c 
perfects our Repentance, and ratiſies aud! 
confirms to us the Pardon of our Siu. 
repairs thoſe Breaches which our K 1 8 
1 5 ER 
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es have made in our Souls, and ap- 
lies to us in particular that Satiſ- 
tion which our Saviour made upon 
he Croſs, and conveys to us the Be- 
fits of that All-ſuſhcient Sacrifice, 


rourable and propitious to us miſe- 
able Sinners. 5 

In this Vale of Tears, Afflictions and 
alamities are often the Lot of the beſt 
Men. Now where ſhall we find Com- 
t under theſe Difficulties, or Strength 
0 contend with them, but from that 
Proviſion that is adminiſtred at God's 
able; from thoſe Sufferings which our 
aviour endured for us, and no ways 
felerved himſelf? For who can com- 
lain of Affliction in any kind, that 


royements of our Virtues, and what a 
eſtimony they are of our Love and 


{Witc&tion to the Bleſſed Jeſus, when 
nd born with Patience and Submiſhon 
tand that withal remembers, that his 


ieme Nouriſhment we receive ſuch 
omtortable Impreſſions, as make the 
- as 


i 
— — — — 
— * * J — 
— 
— — — — 


yhereby God the Father is render'd 


onſiders What neceſſary Correctives 
hey are of our Follies, what noble Im- 


Lord and Maſter was made perfect 
brough Sufferings? Beſides, from this 


Troubles 
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Troubles of this Life loſe their Sting 
and it ſupplies us with ſuch inwa: 4b, 

lights, as ſurpaſs all Expreſſion, an 
which are only felt by thoſe that ſx 
quently make the Experiment. 

This is the moſt proper Method i 
make our Bodies Temples of the Hoj 
Ghoſt, and the moſt effectual means i 
fit and prepare our Souls for the ce 
nal Enjoyment of God. 


Fifthly, I ſhall ſhew the particuli 
Care the Church of England has tai: 
to prevent the Profanation of theſe lu 
My ſterles. 

Such is the wiſe Diſcipline of our he 
ly Mother, that both by her Rubric 
and Canons ſhe trains us up by gradi 
ſteps, from our Intancy, to a worth 
Participation of this Chriſtian Sac: thi: 
For in our Baptiſm ſhe requires Spo 
ſors, who ſhall ſtipulate for us, and giv 
Security for our Chriſtian Education i 
the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and in th 
Communion of the Catholick Church 
they being engaged not only to infinul 
EFxbort at be m in all the: neceſ/at 
end of Publick Points of Faith, but alt 


Bapt iſm. charged t. to take cal, be 
W ' 
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ere fir, that we be brought to the 
op for Confirmation. This is an ad- 
ronal Security to that Duty, which 

ture and Chriſtianity has laid upon 
rents, and a happy Proviſion in caſe 


te is particularly enjoined to cates 
ile, to inſirutt, to exa- dg 
1 7 pt 7 Can. | „60, 61. 
e the Jouth, and the 9 


ſbriſtian Religion, according to the 
burch Catechiſin; which Catechiſm is 
excellent Abridgment of all thoſe 
ings which are neceſſary to be belie- 
d and practited, in order to the wel- 
re of our Souls. And farther, the 


the Biſhop for Confir- 
5 Rub. aſter the 
ation, fill they can give Catch. 
p account of their Faith, _ 5 
which the Miniſter, who is to pre- 
nt them, is to be the Judge; and not 
en then to be confirmed, unleſs the 


ie be admitted to the Confirm. 


ftheir Mortality. And not the Sure- 
es only, but the Pariſh Prieſt or Cu- 


Immon People in the Principles of the 


hurch requires, that none be preſented 


op approves of them, which ſuppo- 
ſome Trial and Examination on his 
nt. To all this ſhe prudently adds 
is important Rule, That Rutrick after 


E Holy 
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holy Communion, until ſuch time, 
they be confirmed, or be ready yr (: 


ſerous to be confirmed. ' The great Re 
ſon whereof is, that ſhe may be |; 
tisfied, that rhoſe who promiſed) 0 


their Sureties in Baptiſm, do ren 


and confirm the Contract then made 


and that they will evermore ende 


vour themſelves faithfully to ben 1 


ſuch things as by their own Cons 


ſion, they have aſſented unto. Andi il 


to preſerve the Dignity. of the ho 


crament, her Miniſters are oblie x 


according to the Direction of the 
cient Canons, as well as our own, 


Eat, 26, 17: 


_ maticks, tothe Participation of it. 'Th 
this method may be more effectun ar 
that no unqualthed Perſon may {urre 
Can. 28. titiouſly intrude , Sri 

gers from other Pail 

are not to be received to the holy Ca 

munion; and as many as intend to! 

Par rakers of it, ſhall gnify their Nan 

0 the Curate at leaſt .. 

Read the & time the Day before; tb 
rick before ; . 

the Commun. Notorious ill Livers m 

8 be admoniſhed of the 

Faul 


admit 70 notorious Of 
ders, or declared Shi 


oe” 
4 
2 
5 
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Paults, and that ſuch as live in Malice 
End Hatred, and are at Variance with 
nc another, may be reconciled, and 
give Proofs of their Repentance, before 
hey preſume to come and offer their 
Pifts. When Warning is given for the 
Celebration of the holy Communion, 
he whole Congregation is put in mind 
pt their Duty by a pathetical Exhorta- 
tion. And if any have ſuch a Senſe 
bf their Sins, that they cannot quiet 
heir own Conſciences, they are advi- 
ed to conſult their ſpiritual Guides, 
knd to open their Griet, that they may 
feceive ghoſtly Counſel and Advice, 
vith the Benefit of Abſolution. And 
ren in the beginning of the Commu- 
on- Service, the Prieſt that officiates 
ays before the Communicants the dan- 
er of unworthy Receiving, and invites 
# ſuch to approach as have the re- 
Piſite Qualifications. So that if pious 
ducation, if the ſolemn ratifying our 
buptiſmal Vow, if Conference with our 


an ritual Guides, if a particular Probi- 
n of notorious Offenders, and the 
rſt: Exhortations of our Paſtors, can 


cure theſe holy Myſteries from ng 
uſed, it mull be owned our Ghurc 
 - — 
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has taken ſufficient Care to prevent it 
Let them only conſider, who neg]: 
the obſervance of ſuch admirable Rules 
how they will be able ro anſwer it a 
the Great Day; and how far they ar 
guilty of thoſe Profanations, whit 
they might prevent by a due Diſcharg 
of what theChurch requires ftromthey 
and which they are under ſuch {lr 
Obligations to obſerve; and how {a 
they give occaſion by their Neglectu 
_ thoſe Schiſms, which are made ups 
the pretence of the ſcandalous Practice 

of Far Kind; EEE. 
Upon this Subject I cannot forbe 
recommending to the Reverend Cle 
with great Submiſſion, the Advice« 
St. Chryſoſtom, which he gives in |! 
834 [lomily on the 26th Chapter « 
St. Matthew's Goſpel ; wholeEpilcops 
Character, as well as the great Opinio 
the Chriſtian World had of his gre 
Parts and eminent Piety, makes hi 
very fit to be liſten'd ro in this pat 
ticular: for he does not more carneſt 
ly preſs the Duty, than he docs plain 
ly aflert the Authority of the Sacerdo 
tal Power to effect it. Let no Judi 
faith he, no Lover of Money, be preſel 
; 


12 
Diſt 
12 
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this Table. He that is not Chriſt's 
Diſriple, let him depart from it. Let no 
humane, no cruel Perſon, no uncompaſ= 
mate Man, or who is impure, come hi- 
ber. I ſpeak this to you that admini- 
er, as well as to you who partake; fur 
is neceſſary I ſpeak theſe things to you, 
Lit you may take great Care, and uſe 
ur utmoſt Diligence to diſtribute theſe 
erings aright : For your Puniſhment 
ill be great if knowingly you ſuffer any 
ed Perſon to partake of this Table, 
r his Blood ſhall be required at your 
unds. Wherefore if any General, any 
rovincial Governour, or the Emperor 
mſelf be not worthy, repel him; for 
mu haſt a greater Power or Authority 
4 1 
am ſenſible it may be objected, 
at the ſame Laws that oblige Per- 
ns to receive the holy Sacrament as 
Qualification for an Office, do oblige 
e Clergy to admit them. Bur then 
muſt be confidercd, that the Power 
hich: Chriſt has inveſted his Church 
Ith, of admitting Perſons into her 
Mmmunion, and excluding them from 
no humane Laws can deprive her 
And therefore when the Laws re- 


i - quire. 
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quire Men to receive this holy Sacrz- 
ment to qualify themſelves for Offices, 
they always ſuppoſe, that they muſt 
firſt qualify themſelves according ty 
the holy Laws of the Church, which 
are founded on thoſe of the Goſpel. 80 
that it would be a great Injury to our 
Legiſlators to imagine, that if an un. 
baptized, or excommunicate Perſon, 3 
Deiſt, or a notorious Sinner, thould 
happen to obtain an Office, that they 
intended to oblige the Church to ad- 
mit Perſons under theſe bad Diſpoſ. 
tions to be Partakers of the bleſſed Eu- 
chariſt. 


Sixthly, J ſhall add ſome Direfimn 
es to the manner of performing this Di. 
ty of Receiving the holy Sacrameit 
with ſuitable Devotions on ſuch Oct 
ſions. „ 

As to the Reverence of our Bodies 


our outward Behaviour ought to beg 
vern'd by ſuch Meaſures as the Chu 
directs. For this Reaſon, as well ici: 


becauſe it 15 the humbleſt Poſture, we 

mult receive the holy Sacrament up 

on our Knees; which is moſt propeiſicr 

when we are at the ſame time maki hh 
oll 


with Bodily Reverence. 91 
ur Addreſſes to the great Majeſty of 
ſeaven and Earth. The ancient Chri- 
ans, in the time of St. Cy- 
of Jeruſalem, received 
he Conſecrated Element of 
head into the Palm of their right 
nd, which being ſupported by their 


Catech. my- 
ſtag. 5. . 18. 


no Portion of that Divine Nou- 
ment could fall to the Ground. I 


1not certain that the Church means 


0 h 
, when ſhe orders her 


Rubrick after 


er * 
chcers to deliver the da Conſecration: 


mem to the People into 
ir Hands; but I think the Expreſ- 


recvery Communicant may take the 
e are to kneel or ſtand, as the Church 


ects, ſo J think it is fit we ſhould 
dt deviate from ſome devout Cuſtoms 


J 
oncral Practice, which in time come 
coy have the Force of a Law. It is by 
ch Rules that a beautiful Uniformi- 
vl created in our Deportment, as 
eas in our Petitions. And all our 
rent Poſtures ought to be uſed 
h ſuch Gravity and Seriouſneſs as 
19 E 4 may 


et was fo carried to their Mouths, 


pn ſufficiently juſtifies it, and there- 


erty of making uſe of it. And as 


it are eſtabliſhed by ancient and 
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may demonſtrate how intent we gegn 
when engaged in this Chriſtian Sacri-W0! 
fice and yet without ſuch N Ibe: 
and Particularities as are apt to d. 
flurb thoſe that are near us, and ge 
occaſion to others to ſuſpect us, 1 
acting a formal hypocritical part. J 
this End, when we put our Bodies in 
to a praying Poſture, with which 
think leaning and lolling ſeems ve 


inconſiſtent, we ſhould do well, whe 
upon our Knees to fix ow Eyes .dowl ane 
ward, that we may not be divert {fd 
by any Objects near us; at the ſans 
time reſolving not to ſuffer them tat 
gaze about, w hereby they do but fei 
in matter for wandring Thoughts. N 
farther help to this Attentior, 1s greapiro! 
Silence; theretore we ſhould need 
join aloud with the Miniſter but He 
it is enjoined, endeavouring to matt 
the reſt our own, by a hearty Anu en 
The ſame Care ſhould be taken about | 
thoſe private Prayers we make at th 4 
of, 


Altar, which ought to be pronounce 
ſo ſoftly, that they may not diſtult 
the Devotion ot our Fellow- Chriſt 
that are ncar us. We mult putich 
larly remember, not to repeat after tit 


Miniſte 


— — —D— 
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Miniſter what peculiarly relates to his 
Office; which I mention the rather, 
becauſe I have frequently obſerved ſome: 
derout People following him that offi- 
cates, in the Exhortation and Abſolu- 
in, as well as the Confe//ion; which if 
throughly conſidered, muſt be judged a 
very abſurd and improper Expreſſion of 
the Peoples Devotion, becaule a diſtin- 
puſhing Mark of the Prieſt's Office. 
As to the Reverence of our Minds, it 
dught to conſiſt in ſuch Iutenſeneſs 
und Application of Thought, as may en- 
gage our Hearts as well as our Lips 
jn this ſolemn Service; in ſuch Ferven- 
of Affection, and in ſuch a Meafure 
t Importumity, as may ſhew how de- 
nous we are of the Mercy we requeſt, 
nd how highly we value and eſteem 
hat we ask for. To this end weought 
th great Attention to accompany the 
an of God that adminiſters, through- 
ut the whole Office, which is admira- 
ly kramed and compoſed to exprets all 
hole pious Diſpoſitions and devour Af- 
tions, which well-prepared Minds 
Jupht to exerciſe upon ſuch Occaſions. 
bur Repentance in the Confeſſion and 
bſolutionz our Charity in relieving 
ES. - our 


— — — —— 
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our poor Brethren by a liberal Offer. 
ing, in praying for all Conditions of 
Men, and in forgiving thoſe that have 
offended us; our Humility in acknow. 


ledging our own Unworthinets; ou; 


Reſolutions of better Obedience in pre- 


ſenting our ſelves reaſonable, holy, and 


lively Sacrifices unto God; our Paso 


and Thankſgivings in the Hymns and 
Devotions after the holy Communion, 
And when others are communicating, 


we may enlarge our ſelves upon theſe 
Subjects, always taking carc that our 
private Devotions give place to thoſe 


that are publick, and that we lay aſide 


our own Prayers, when the Miniller 


calls upon us to joyn with him, 


DE VO. 
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FOR THE 


Z E 
HEN the Sermon is ended, 

| we ſhould endeavour as ſoon 

* as we can, to compole our _ 
clvCs for the devout Celebration of the 
[Coriflran Sacrifice; and while the Mi— 
nter is preparing himſelf to attend 

h holy Table before the Communion 
Ohce begins, that time may be well 
employed in imploring God's Grace to 
itt us in the right diſcharge of that 
oly Service we are about to perform. 


{Prayer to prepare our Minds 
RP, | £ 
for the devont Celebration of 
the holy [Myſterzes. | 
F, Lmighty God, by whoſe great 
Bounty and infinite Goodnels 
| baye now an Opportunity offered 
. 8 me 


96 Drvor tos for 
me of approaching thy Altar, andof 
. before thee the prevailing 
Icrits of rhe Death and Paſſion of 
thy Son eus Chrif7 : T am ſen. 
ſible, O Lord, of my great Un- 
worthineis to partake of this Chri. 
ſtian Sacrifice; but the poſitive 
Command of my Bleſſed Saviour, MW 
when he was about to lay down {Wi 
his Life tor my Sake, has made it t. 
_ abſolurely neceſſary; and che many 
ſpiritual Wants 1 labour under, 
_ oblige me to apply to this So- 
vereign Remedy to repair thoſe {Wo 
Breaches my finful Follics hayeW 


made in my Soul. 


Aſſiſt me therefore, O Lord, with 


thy holy Spirit in the Duty and Ser- Nen 
vice I am about to perform; grant 
that nothing, during all the time ot 
this holy Action, may make mi 
| forfeit that Reverence and Reſped 


which I owe unto thy Divine Ma- 


zeſty, or that Attention which be- 
comes the Celebration of theſe holy 

Myſteries. Touch me with * at 
i 


the A LI AR. | 97 
ve of thy Preſence as may fix my 
wandring Thoughts, compoſe my 
tumultuous Affections, ſtir up my 
Hat and cold Deſires, that I may 


vcls of this Divine Banquet. 
| That I may have ſuch a Senſe 


Wil wy Soul with Love and Gra- 
tirude towards him for thoſe ine- 
imable Benefits he has purchaſ- 
ed for me; that I may have ſuch 


ſioned all his Sorrows, as hearti- 
ty ro bewail and deteſt them ; 
Puch a Faith in that full, perfect 
Oblation and Satisfaction made up- 
on the Croſs for the Sins of the 
World, that I may ſo importunate- 


to me a miſerable Sinner; Such a 
Conviction of my own Weakneſs 


iby gracious Aid and Aſſiſtance; 


—————— 


feel the Power, and taſte the Sweet- 


of my Saviour's Sufferings as may 


i ſight of my Sins which occa- 


ly plead the Merit of it in this Com- 
memoration of that Sacrifice, as to 
render thee gracious and propitious 


and Inſufficiency, as may procure 


Such 
4 
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98 Drvorrnoxs for 
Such longing Deſires of being made 
conformable to thy holy Will and 
Pleaſure, as may transform me 
into thy Divine Image, and fix 
me to continue thy faithful Ser: 
vant all the remaining Days of my 
Lie. 8 | 

I profeſs, O Lord, a firm and yi. 
gorous Reſolution to reſiſt all im. 
pertinent Thoughts or wicked Sus 
geſtions that may any ways oppol: 
my holy Purpoſes; I will never con. 
ſent to them; my ſincere Deſign is 
to offer thee a Sacrifice of Praile and 
Thankſgiving; to love and adore 
thee as the God of my Life, as my 
Portion which I have choſe in the 
Land of the living, and which! 
humbly beg may be my Happinels * 
to all Eternity, thro' the Merits of He 


Je ſus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. 


The CommunionService begins with 
ſome Sentences collected out ot the Her 
ly Scriptures proper for the Occaſion; 
which do with great energy enforce the 
Duty of Charity, which we are calle 

5 upon 


the ALTAR, 99 
pon to exerciſe at this time. The 
lations of the Primitive Chriſtians 
tere upon ſuch Occaſions offered in 
ach great abundance, that their Cler- 
were thereby liberally maintained, 
ind all neceſſaries provided for Divine 
dminiſtrat ions, as well as for the Re- 
ef of the Poor; but now that a {lated 
laintenance is ſettled upon thoſe that 
ait at the Altar, theſe Collections 
re particularly applied to the Support 
the Neceſſitous; not but that the 
Diſtribution belongs to the Miniſter, 
ho may ſhare in it himſelf if his 
Vants require it. The Apoſtle adviſes, 
hat theſe Collections be . 
made every Lord's- Day, 
Ind from his Authority the Church in- 
tes us to give Alms fo often, whether 
here be a Commumon or no; but this 
Apoſtolical Cuſtom of weekly Colle- 
jons is now generally omitted, and 
holly laid aſide. It would be well 
naced, if a means could be found out 
0 revive them, that ſuch Oblations 
ight accompany all our ſolemn Ser- 
ices upon the Lord's-Day. 

Till then we ſhould be more liberal 
the Performance of our Alms-deeds 
ar. 


1 Cor; 16 1,2. 
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at the Altar, to which the following 
Sentences exhort us both from Com: 
mand and Example; by ſhewing u 
how reaſonable it is in it ſelf, how gc. 
ceptable to God, and how profitable 
to us both in this Life and the next; by 
_ repreſenting to us the great Sin, as wil 
as Danger of omitting it. They farther 
inſtruct us in the Objects that are to he 
ſupported by our Oblations, which are 
the Clergy, and all the Poor, clpeciall 
Chrittians; in the Meaſures of it, Li: 
berality and Chearfulneſs; and hu 
down the End we ought to propoſe ” 9 
our ſelves, which is the Glory of God, 
All theſe Sentences are read by the Mi. 
niſter during the Collection, with ſuch 
a pauſe generally between each Text, 
that the Communicants have Leiſure to 
make a ſhort Meditation Upon each of 
them, of which 1 ſhall give an Exam: 
ple for the Aſſiſtance of thoſe that want 
tuch Helps. 


1. Let your Light 2 his before 
Men, that*they may ſee your gold 
Works, and glorify your Father 


wobich1 10 in en, St, Mat. 5. 16 
Grant, 


the ALTAR. 101 


W Grant, O God, that I may ſet that 
Jample of Charity to my Neigh- 
bour which thou requireſt, that it 
may redound to thy Honour and 
Clory, from whom I receive the 
Power to do any thing that is good, 
"W:od that by ſuch viſible Effects of 
thy Grace, my Neighbour may be 
1 know 2 love 7750 
2. La) not up for your ſelves 
1 wo = upon 2455.5 pag the 
Moth and Ruſt doth corrupt, and 
Iwhere Thieves break through and 
eal; but lay up for your ſelves 
Treaſures in Heaven, where uet- 
ther Ruſt nor Moth doth corrupt, 
Wd where Thieves do not break 
rough and ſteal. St. Mat. 6. 
19, 20. | LY 
I renounce, O Lord, all inordi- 
nate Aﬀections to the things of this 
World, which arc fading in their 
Nature, and liable to innumerable 
Accidents. I will fix my Mind up- 
on the Enjoy ments of thy Kingdom, 
hich are everlaſting, and prepare 


my 


— 
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my ſelf for them, by doing good to 
the Souls and Bodies of Men. 

3. [hat ſoc ver ye would that 
Menu ſhould do unto you, even ſo d, 
 wnto them, for this is the Law aid 
the Prophets. St. Mat. 7. 12. 

Let this golden Rule, O Lord, 
govern all my Actions, let me te. 
lieve the Neceſſities of my Fellow: 
Chriſtians, becauſe I ſhould expe 
Support if I were in their Circum. 
ſtances: This is morcover the beſt 
Expreſſion of my Love to him, 
wherein thou haſt made ſo great a 
part of Religion to conſiſt. 

4. Not every one that ſat" 
unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall cuter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, bit 
he that doth the Will of my Fa. 
ther which is in Heaven. St. Mat. 
„ _ 77 

We are happy upon any Terms 

O bleſſed eus, to be admitted into 
thy Kingdom; the Belief of thy ho- 
ly Doctrine ſhall appear in my Life 
and Converſation, and I will uſe 1 

ol 
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he means of Grace thou haſt eſta- 
liſhed, in order to purify my cor- 
apt Nature, and to enable me to do 
he Will of thy heavenly Father. 

| 5. Zacchens ſiood forth and ſaid 
nto the Lord, Behold, Lord, the 
half of my Gooas 1 give tothe oor, 


md if 1 have done any wrong to 


) 


uke 19. 8. 


y Repentance, by reſtoring to the 
ght Owner, whatever J unjuſtly 
poſſeſs, by making Satisfaction to 


yhich will entitle me to thy Mercy, 


of it. 


lime at his own change? who plan- 


„% Vineyard, and eateth not of 
0 Wie [rut thereof“ who feedeth a 
„oc“, and eateth not of the Milk 

| fihe Flock? 1 Cor. 9 7. 


May thy Officers, O Lord, in thcir 
e 


wy Man, I reſtore fourfold. St. 
Iam reſolved, O Lord, to perfect 


thoſe I have any Ways wronged, 
ind by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor, 


) Lord, when I ſtand moſt in necd 


6. Who goeth to warfare at any 
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Ipiritual warfare, be always ſupport. 
ed, may the Husbandmen of thy 
Vineyard be plentifully rewarded, 
and may the Paſtors of thy Flock 
receive abundant recompence for 
all cheir Care and Pains. 
7. If we have ſown unto you ſþi 
ritual things, is it a great matte 
F we ſhall reap your world 
things? 1 Cor. 9. 11. 
Grant that I may always reve- 
rence thy Prieſts, becauſe they have 
a peculiar Relation to thee; that! 
may ſincerely love them, and cheer- 
fully provide for their Maintenance, 


ceive from their Adminiſtrations. 
8. Do you not know, that they 
 whomnniſter about holy things, live 
of the Sacrifice, and they who wait 
at the Altar, are Partakers with 
the Altar; even fo hath the Lord 
ordained, that they who preach 110 
Goſpel ſbomd live of the Goff! 
JJ 
Under the legal Diſpenſation ry 


„ͤ» 
lidſt particularly, O Lord, provide 
for thy Hoy Ones. Under the Go- 
el thou haſt declared % Labou- 
bers worthy of their Hire. Let 
me religiouſly obſerve what thou 
haſt ordained, that I may never 
epriye them of their juſt Rights by 
wy lacrilegious Encroachments, 
ut be ready always to contribute 
0 their comfortable Subſiſtence. 
9. He that ſoweth little, ſhall 
reap little, and he that ſoweth 
plenteonſfly, ſhall reap plenteouſly : 
et every one do according as he 

n d1ſpoſed in his Heart, not grudg- 
Ieh, or of neceſſity ; for God lov- 
% 4 chearful Giver. 2 Cor. 9. 
WE 3 Ds 
ln my Diſtributions to thy Mini- 
ers and to the poor Members of 
by Body, let, O Lord, the willing- 
cls of my Mind, and the largeneſs 
If the Gift recommend the Offer- 
ip; that I may never confine my 
Ut to the narroweſt meaiures, but 
aher exerciſe Self-denial in order 
to 
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to relieve them; for thy Bountril N 
which ſuffers not the leaſt Scryi race 
to loſe its Reward, will more abu 


dantly recompence our larger Chainrcs 
rities. 
10. Let him that is taught in il 
Jord, miniſter unto him that teac 
eth in all good things: Be not de 


ceived, God 1s not mocked, (il 12 
whatſoever a Man foweth, t NM. 
[ball be reap. Gal. 6. 6, 7. bath 
Thou haſt, O Lord, rejoiced tie / 
Heart of thy Servant, with then: 
Knowledge of thy heavenly Truth O. 
as I defire to render praiſe to thot! 
Goodnels for this great Bleſſing, Mich 
I defire to be thankful to the Hard 
ſtruments of this thy fayour, thaWnillic 
their Lives may be made ealy anc m. 
comfortable, whom thou halt onder 
dained for Men in things pertain ite, 
ing to thy elf. rip 
ir. While we have time, let 13 

do good unto all Men, eſpecially uns 
to them who are of the Houjn0Wrve, 
1487] 


F Faith, Gal. 6. 10, 
1 i Mak 


2 
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Make me, O Lord, ready to em- 
ace all Occaſions of doing good to 
l Men, becauſe they are thy Crea- 
ures; but let the Members of the 
ime Body, all neceſſitous Chriſtians 
articularly, ſhare in my Benefi- 
cence ; for they are the peculiar Ob- 
ects of thy Mercy and Tendernels. 

12. Godlineſi is great Riches, if 
Man be content with that he 
hath; for we brought nothing iuto 
the World, neither may we carry 
wy thing out. 1 Tim. 6. 6, 7. 

Our Happinels, O Lord, conſiſts 
got in our Abundance, but in the 
ilcharge of a good Conſcience to- 
Wards God and Man, and in Sub- 
Wiillion to thy holy Will. Let that 
de my Care which will laſt for ever, 
ind not the periſhing things of this 
ite, which Death will certainly 
ip me of. | | 

13. Charge them who are rich in 
bs World, that they be ready to 
ve, and glad to diſtribute ; laying 

in ſtore for themſelves a good 


k 


— ————⏑— 6 — — 


through thy infinite Mercy fecur 


be will forget your works an 


| hath promiſed, and from thy Trut 


vourable Eye towards them. 


—— — — OS 
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foundation againſt the time to com 
that they may attain eternal Life 
2 Tim. 6.17, 18, 19. 

O my Goc as I enjoy large effed 
of thy Bounty, fo grant that I mg 
rejoyce the Heart of my poo 
Neighbours, by a plentiful diſtriby 
tion; this will make my Wealth 
true Bleſſing in this World, an( 


the H ppincſs of the next. 
14. God is not unrighteons, thi 


labour that proceedeth of Lov 
which Love you have ſhewed fu 
his Name ſake, who have mini 
ſired unto the Saints, and yet 
miniſter. Heb. 6.10. 
There is no Merit in our bel 
Works, O Lord, but we hope for 
Re ward from thy Goodneſs whic 


which, will perform it. Let bu 


Love animate our Offerings, an 
we are aſſured thou will caſt af, 


I5, 


th? ALTAR 109 
ts. To 40 good, and to diſtribute, 
et not, for with ſuch Sacrifices 
id is well pleaſed. Heb. 13. 16. 
Do I know Sacrifices,O my God, 
hat will pleaſe thee, and ſhall I nor 
fer them? O how happy doſt 
hou make thy poor Creatures, in 
ting it into their Power to do any 
ting that is acceptable to thee! I 
ill readily catch at every Oppor- 
nity of doing good to the Souls 
nd Bodies of Men, for therein is 
Delight. 3 
16. Whoſo hath this World's 


* ge 


che Truch of my Love towards 
by oo ie 


/ 


110 DEVOTIO&NS for 
17. Give Alms of thy Goods, ani 
never turn thy Face from any pu 
Man, and then the Face of th him 
Lord ſhall not be turned fra v 
thee. Tobit 4.7. Lor 

J am undone, O Lord, exc: Wo! 
thou lookeſt upon me with an EyM: D 
of Mercy; therefore I will regaWand 
the Cry of the Poor, becauſe thMWthar 
Mercitul ſhall obtain Mercy. upo 
18. Be merciful after thy prof 2 
er; if thou haſt much, give pla vid 
reouſly ; if thou haſt little, do: Lo: 
diligence gladly to give of t 
little; for ſo gathereſt thou a g 
Reward in the day of Neceſſi chat 
Tob. 4.8, 9. SOR 
 *Tis fit, O Lord, that thou was t. 
giveſt me all, ſhould'ſt be acknowWpre! 
ledged with a proportionable ſharc 

5 yet ſo great is thy Goodnel} \ 


that thou rewardeſt the {mall RA bor 
turns we are able to make with com n 
fort and ſupport in the Day of NA 
ceffity, and in the Hour of Death 
19. He that hath pity E. 70 

Fe - "Pj 
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Pror,lendeth to the Lord; and look 
what he layeth out, it ſhall be paid 
him again. Prov. 19.17. 

What haſt thou not done, 0 
Lord, to provoke me to good 
Works? thou condeſcendeſt to be 
Debtor to thine own Creatures, 
and I ſhould be juſtly counted worſe 
than a Brute, could I refuſe to lend 
upon ſuch adyantageous Terms. 

20. Bleſſed is the Man that pro 
videth for the Sick and Needy, the 
Lord ſhall _— wats in the time 
of Trouble. Plal. 4 

'Tis thy Bleſſing, 0 Lord, alone, 
that can make us happy; let me ne. 
yer be ſo much wanting to my ſelf, 
as to neglect thoſe means thou haſt 
preſcribed in order to attain it. 


While the Miniſter _ theſe Ex- 
hortations to Charity, the Communi- 
cants make their Offerings, which 
ought to be done with a * Prayer 
or God's Acceptance. 


F-2 - - - #-PRAY> 


—— — 


—— — — T— — 


A PRAYER when WO offer 01 
Alms. 


FF Acknowledge, O Lord, that a 
1 | poſleſs is the Effect of th 
Bounty; it is from thee I have r 
ceived it, and to thy holy Nan 
be the Glory. Accept of this Free 
will Offering of * Hands, as 
Teſtimony of thy Right to all 
enjoy, and as an Exerciſe of that 
Love and Charity co my neceſſt 
tous Brethren, which thou requi 
reft, and art pleaſed to take as dong 
to thy ſelt. O my God, I am re 
folved to prefer my. Dury befo 
any temporal Satisfaction, becauſe 
thy Favour is better than Lite; | 
will dedicate a part of thoſe good 
things thou haft beſtowed upon 
me to relieve the Poor, becauſe 
thou haſt made it an Evidence 
of my Love to thee. And grant 
that all my Alms-deeds may be per- 
formid with ſuch Purity and Inten- 


tion 


ita! 
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on of Mind, and with fuch a Pro- 
Wortion to what thou haſt given me, 
hat they may be acceptable in thy 
ght, thro' the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


When the Offertory is finiſned, the 
no deſires God to accept of our Almo, 
| of thoſe Oblations of Bread and 
ne which he is now about to cogſe- 
te, whereby they may become to us 
e Body and Blood of Chriſt; in which 
are to join with the greater Fer- 
Ir, becauſe we are ſo particularly 
reernea in che Acc ftance of the ho- 
Gifts. And at this time it is that we 
erciſe another ſort of Charity, by offe · 
ig up our Interceſſions for the Church 
tant, for all Eſtates and Conditions 
Men, that God would be pleaſed to 
ar us for them, by virtue of the Sa- 
fice of his Son which we are about 
WW commemorate. And we now thank 
Wod for all his Servants departed this 
e in his Faith and Fear, becaufe it is 
virtue of the ſame Sacrifice they will 
Main their perſect Conſummation and 
ils, How conformable this is to the 
attice of the ancient Church, is well 
E 3. known 
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known to thoſe who are skilled in Ec. Ne. 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory. Tor! 
While the Prieſt ſays the Exhortatin ter 
and the Iuvilation, we ſhould fader 
with great Reverence, and attend to lve 
thoſe Advantages which he declares too p 
be the Portion of worthy Communi-· ter 


cants, and comfort our ſelves with our 
pious Reſolutions againit the Dangers 
thole incur that receive unworthily; 
and at the ſame time look inward upon 
our ſelves, to ſee how far we come up 


to the Qualifications of thoſe that ate Af 
invited to draw nigh, and to receive roy 
Wirth Comfort, Sc 
Me muſt make our Confeſſion, whichWnd f 
follows next, in the humbleſt Poſtu org 
of kneeling, repeating the Words atten th 
theMiniſter with greatSorrow of Heat ec 
for the many heinous Offences we haveWlut: 
been guilty of, and muſt be ſure that theſe T. 
inward Senſe of our Minds anſwer the au 
Propriety of thoſecxpreſſionswhich theſicar 
Church puts into our Mouths, thatwhiqWiort 
we draw near unto God with our Lips d. 
our Hearts may not be far from him. C 
When the 4b/olution is pronouncec ire 

we mult keep our ſelves in great 8. 5 ; 


| lence; and in an humble Poſture, while 
5 we 
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e are receiving ſo great a Bleſſing. 
For here we mult not repeat the Words 
fer the Miniſter, becauſe it is a pecu- 
ar part of the Prieſtly Office to ab- 


ter every Sentence of the Abſoluti- 
m; however, we muſt be ſure at the 


hit God would be pleaſed to confirm 


rovided us with ſome choice Portions 


nd firm Perſuaſion of God's Mercy and 
Forgiveneſs towards penitent Sinners, 


o the end that their Hopes may be re- 
ved, and that the Comfort of the Ab- 


lution may be confirmed to them. 

| They are generally read with ſo great 
Pauſe between them, that the Commu- 
nicants may have Leiſure to make ſome 


de done in the following manner. 


e heavy laden, and 1 will refreſh 
jou, St. Mat. 11. 26. 5 
| F 4 In 


ye. It is in ſome Places the Cuſtom. 
0 pronounce an Amen in a low tone, 


nd of it, to offer up an hearty Amen, 


Heaven what he has given his Mini- 
ters Authority to pronounce on Earth. 
After the Abſolution, the Church has 


fScripture,to beget in us a lively Faith 
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Hort reflections upon them, which may 


Come unto me all that travel and 
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In Obedience to thy Call, O Bleſ 
| fed Jeſus, I approach ynta thee! ] 
muſt confeſs the Senſe of my many 
and great Follies oppreſs me and 
cover me with Confuſion ; but thy 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs will reſtore 
Joy and Gladnels to my Soul. 
So God loved the World, that 
he gave his only begotten Jon, that 
all that believe in him ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſting Life, 
„ TIS. 
No greater Evidenccof thy Love, WCbr 
O Lord, can be deſired than the Sa- Wile 
crifice of thy Son; O1 qualify my St 
Soul to receive the Benefit of it by 5 
a firm and immo veable Faith in the WS 
Merite Tt is Death, that I may NP 
eſcape thoſe Puniſhments my Sins | W 
deſerve, and obtain that Salvation inc 
thou haſt graciouſly promiſed. [© 
This is a true Saying, and wor oof 
thy of all Men to be received, that Nl. 
Chriſt Jeſus came into the Wort We) 
to ſave Sinners. 1 Tim. 1.15. 
A moſt bleſſed and joyful 00 0 
8 . 
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which I will firmly believe, becauſe 
revealed from above: Thou, O bleſ- 
{> Jefus, wert made manifeſt ro 
Jeeſtroy the Works of the Devil, and 
Jo releaſe me from the Puniſhment” 
due to my Sins; let my true Re- 
entance make me a fir Object of 
ty Mercy, and then, even my Sins 
ſhall not deprive. me of the Hopes. 
of thy Fayour. . 
= [* avy Man fon we have an Ad- 
weate with the Father, feſus 
Chrift the Righteous, and he is 
the Propitiation for our Sins. 
, 
Bleſſed God ! who haſt. not left 
s without a Remedy, when our 
piritual Enemies prevail againſt us; 
| will not deſpair of thy Mercy, 
ince the immaculate. Jeſas inter- 
cedes for me: Let the Merit of his 
dufferings plead for the Acceptance 
my penitential Sorrow, and con- 
icy to me Strength and Power to 
ſerye thee better for the time to 
—_ | 
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We have been hitherto employed in 
hearing our Duty, exerciſing our Cha- 
rity, profeſſing our Repentance, and 
ſtrengthening our Faith in the Good- 
nels of God. Weare now -1lled upon 
to praiſe him, and to lift up our Hearts 
to him which made fo conſtant a part 
of this ſolemn Service, that all the an- 
cient Liturgies agree in this Form, 
which our Church retains. And in- 
deed when our Conſciences are eaſed 
by Repentance, and quieted by Pardon, 
we have great reaſon joyfully to ac- 
knowledge the Bounty of our Bene- 
factor. And this Exhortation had not 
only a reſpect to the Duty of Prailc, 
but ſeems to require the diſmiſſing of 

all worldly Thoughts, that we may 
the better fix our Minds upon the ho- 
ly Myſteries. It is the Chriſtians Hoc 
age, that calls them to attend with 
great Seriouſneſs and Devotion upon 
the ſolemn Service they are engaged 
in; and therefore we mult take care, 
when we declare with our Lips, that 
we lift up ov Hearts to the Lord, that 
we be ſincere in our Profeſſion. Then 
follows the Addreſs, which conſiſts in un 
acknowledgment of our own Unwor- 

LEY thanels 
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hineſs to approach God's Table, and in 
nploring his Divine Aſſiſtance. Af⸗ 
er this comes the Prayer of Conſecra- 
nn, the moſt ancient and eſſential 
art of this Euchariſtical Worſhip, be- 
wſe it is by the Prayer and Authority 
f God's lawful Minitter, that the Of- 
rings of Bread and Wine become to us 
1mbols of the Body and Blood of Chris. 
Weought now with great Devotion to 
vin in thoſe Petitions the Prieſt offers 
7, to the end that the Elements of 
bread and Wine may be invigorated 
th the divine Virtue of-CHriſt's Bo- 
and Blood We ſhould attend to 
he Actions, of breaking the Bread and 
during out the Wine, with proper 
Meditationsz and when the Conſecra- 
'on is finiſhed, it will be very fit to 
xpreſs our Admiration and Thankful- 
cs for the divine Nouriſhment pro- 
ded for us. 


{ PRAYER 1 after 


Conſecration. 
Ccept, O Eternal God, of that 
Repreſentation we make be- 

ore bee of that All- ſufficient Sa- 
8 F 6 1 
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crifice which thy Son our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt made upon the Crofs 
Let the Merit of it plead effectual. 
ly for the Pardon and Forgiveneſs 
of all my Sins, and render thee fa. 
yourable and propitious to me, a Han 

miſerable Sinner; let the Power of MWicla 
it prevail againſt all the Powers of 
Darkneſs; let the Wiſdom of it 7! 
make me wife unto Salvation, and 
let the Peace of it reconcile me to 
thee, and bring to me Peace of Con- 

ſcience. „ 

I adore thee, O Bleſſed Jeſus, my 
Redeemer, who did{t endure the 
painful and ſhameful Death of the 
Crofs, to recover me from a State 
of Sin and Mitery ; J admire thine 
infinite Condefcenſion, who wert 
pleaſed to be made miſerable, that 
I might be made happy; poor, 
that T might be enriched; and 
didſt die, that T might live for 
ever. With all my Soul, O dex 
Jeſus, I love and praife thee for 
theſe ſtupendaus Expreſſions of thy 

Bounty 
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Bounty and Goodnefs towards me; 
O Lamb of God, that takeſt away 

the Sins of the World, have Mercy 

won me; O Lamb of God, that 
akeft away the Sins of the World, 
grant me thy Peace. Amen, Lord 
elus, Amen. 


A PaavrR before Recereme 
be Confecrated Bread. 


WCn/iting of Confe 7 7011, and im. 
ploring Pardon. 


Lmighty and Everlaſting 
God, I deſtre ro humble 
my ſelf before rhee, under the 
cle of thoſe many and heinous 
ins which J have been guilty of 
gainſt thy Divine Majefty, in 
ought, Word, and Deed. 
[confeſs with: Sorrow aud Con- 
faſton of Face, that F have too of- 
en neglected the Duties of Religt- 
r, which is the great and impor- 


tant 
I . 
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tant Concern of my Life; and when 
I have performed them, I have nor 
exerciſed that Fervour of Spirit, 
that Intenſcneſs of Mind, which 
ſuch holy Services require from 
me. 
I have not been ſufficiently thank- My,.1 
ful for the continued Effects of thy N 
Goodneſs and Bounty towards me; . 
neither have I received the afflict. 
ing Diſpenſations ofthy Providence 
with that Patience and Submiſſion 
which is due to that infinite Wil: 
dom from whence they proceed. 
I have not preſerved ſuch a Senſe; 
of my Follies and Infirmities, 28 
ought to have inſpired a mean and 
low Opinion of my lelf, and to have 
made me ready to condeſcend to the 
loweſt Offices for the Service of my 
Fellow Chriſtians. 5 
I have not ſet a ſufficient Guard 
upon my Senſes, fo that my Eyes 
and Ears have been inſtrumental in 
defiling and polluring my Soul; 
and even the Comforts and Conve. 
niencies 
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jencies of Life have been made a 
are, by indulging Pleaſure more 
an that End and Deſign for which 
hey were beſtowed. 

| have had a greater regard to 
Je Faſhion and Cuſtom of the 
World, than to that Sincerity 
Which chou requireſt in all my 
onverſation. | 
have too often impaired the 
edit and Reputation of my Neigh- 
Wour, by diſcovering bis Faults 
d Infirmitics, and have too ea— 
ly liſten'd to thoſe Slanders a- 
inſt him which bad Men have 
ggeſted. 

| havenot embraced all thoſe Oc- 
ions thou haſt offered me, of do- 
g good to the Souls and Bodies of 
y Fellow Chriſtians, neither have 
liſcharged with due Care thoſe fe- 
tive Offices in the Station w here- 
| * Providence has placed me. 
II. 

l am aſtoniſhed, O Lord, at my 
| Hm hen [ reflect Tha 
| that 
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that Dread Majeſty which 1 have dit 
provoked: 5 ac 
I deteſt and abhor my Ingratitude, 
when I conſider the infinite Kind- 
nefs of that bountiful Father which 
J have offended ; 
1 condenm and accuſe my unac- 
countable Stupidity, when I recol- 
lect that miſerable Slavery and Bon- 
dage which J have preferred be- 
fore the perfect Freedom of thy 
Service. 5 
Tabhor my ſelf in Duſt and Aſhes 
and if thou, O Lord, hadſt dealt witt 
me according to my deſerving, in 
ſtead of approaching thy Altar with 
hopes of Acceptance, I might have 
been ſpending a ſad Eternity, unde 
remedileſs Pains and Miſery. 
But there is Forgiveneſs with 
thee, that thou may ſt be feared; 
and thou haſt declared thy Mercy 
above alt thy Works. 
The ineffimable Sacrifice of thy 
Son, which ou haſt provided for 
us, ſufficiently aſſures me of thy 
1 readinels 
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adineſs to admit me to terms of 
ace and Reconciliation. 
Oh let thy infinice Mercy and 
ompaſſion receive me in the Qua- 
iy of a penitent Supplicant, whom 
y great Patience has born with 
Sinner. | 
lam heertily ſorry Lhave offen- 
kd thee; 1 deteſt my Sins, becauſe 
ley are diſpleaſing to thee, who 
infinite Goodnets, 
| am reſolved, by the Aſſiſtance 
{thy Grace, to return na more to 


1 to avoid all Occaſions of E- 
|, and to liys better or the time 
come. 5 8 88 
intreat thee therefore, by 
e Merit of thy Son's Blood, 
& Price of my Redemption, 
ut thou wouldſt be pleaſed to 
eaſe me from the Guilt of all 
Sins: „ 8 
Let that immaculate and pure Sa- 
nee, which he offered upon the 
loßs, and which by thy good Pro- 
dence I now commemorate, be 
5 effectual 
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effectual for my Pardon and For: | 
giveneſs. FB 
I know my many and great Sin 


are juſt matter of Fear and Dejec * 
tion of Spirit, but I will hope im u. 
thy Mercies which are boundleli,c. 
and infinite. LE Bous 

The Senſe of my own Unwort fe 
thineſs would ſink me into Deſpair, the 
did I not reflect upon thine Juli 


Goodneſs, and that precious Blood 
which was ſhed to purchaſe Re 
JJC ͤ -  -- 
VVV 
Thus ſupported, O Lord, I ap 
proach this Chriſtian Sacrifice. 
Il come as a ſick Man to th 
great Phyſician of Life, I belecci_f Tn 
thee, O Lord, to cure my Infirmi 
. Lo 
I come as a polluted Wretch to th 
Fountain of Mercy, waſh away, I in 
treat thee, all my Uncleanneſs: 
come as a returning prodiga 
Child to his tender and compaſſ\oF.q, 
nate Father, O receive me, 2 5 An 
le 
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ere me, and revive me by thy 
our. 
come as a blind Man to the 
qurce of eternal Brightneſs, do 
ou, O Lord enlighten my Dark- 
xs, that I may behold the won 
ous things of thy Law. 
come as a poor frail Creature 
the great Lord of Heaven and 
th, ſupply my Wants, and do 
undantly more for me than Il am 
© to a8 or think; 
Let me not only receive the 
utward and viſible Signs, but 
Wc inward and ſpiritual Grace, 
ie Body and Blood of thy Son 
V 
W 7 bat ſo all carnal Affections may 
e in me, and that all things be- 
Wging to the Spirit may live and 
Wow in me; 7 
That I may have Power and 
length to have Victory, and ro 
W'umph againſt the World, the 
eln, and the Devils 
And alſo may be endued with all 

| {uch 
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fuch heavenly Virtue, which ar 
pleaſing ro thee, and which thoy 
wilt eternally reward, for the Me. 
rit of thy Son's Death, to whom erie 
withthe Father andrhe HolyGhoſt, 
be all Honour and Glory, World 
without end. Amen. 


Another Praver before recti Hd 


ding the Conſecrated Bread. 
Conſiſting of Petitions for the Vir: 


.* -» 


tes of a Ubriſtian Life. 


A Os merciful and gracionsWorl! 
VI God, who of thy great Good d 


neſs didft give thy Son Jeſus Chriſt 
to take upon him our Nature, and 
to humble himſelf to Death, even 
the Death of the Crofs; 

I beſeechſthee by his infinite Con 


deſcenſion, by his perfect Obedi. Uf 
ence, and by his meritorious Suf . Nfreſt 


_ ferings; not only to pardon my 


palt 
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ift Sins, but to endue me with 
Power and Strength to reſiſt them 
r the time to come. 
Let the Virtuc of theſe holy My- 
cries repleniſh me with ſuch ſuper- 
atural Gifts and Graces of thy Ho- 
Spirit, as may enable me nor onl 
o act conformable to the Light of 
own Mind, but ves make me 
ity obey thy heavenlyMotions, 
| conſtantly follow the Suggeſti- 
s of thy holy Inſpiration. 
Give me a Seatous Senſe of Picty 
Wvards thee my gracious Lord and 
percign, and to all thy facred and 
ine Myſteries. 
let me reverence thy Word and 
orſhip, and all Things and Per- 
s dedicated and devoted to thy 
uliar Service. 
Let me ſubmit to all tbe Afflictions 
du ffralt think fit to lay upon me 
uh Patience and with Meekneſs. 
Let me eruſt to thy Providence 
lwpply me under all Dune and 
eſnnties; 5 | 
And 


| 
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ſing thee, as the End and Aimof: 
my Actions, and which directs 


graciouſly eſtabliſhed for the wor 


ing out my Salvation; 


that my natural Talents may not 
buried and drowned in brutiſh Se 
ſuality, that my Study may not 


ment in all things, I may fix ff 


neſs of my Life may be to obt 
thy Favour, who art the ſovete 
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And let me thankfully acknoy 
ledge thy Bounty in all thoſe god 
things which thou ſo freely haſt b. 
ſtowed upon me. 'Y 
H 
Give me, O Lord, that 49; 
mi ſdom which propoſes the ple 


all thoſe Means which thou h. 


That my precious time may not 
employed in hunting after Trifl 


Vanity, nor my Labour Folly ; 
But that framing a Right Ju 


Mind upon thoſe Pleaſures whi 
are at thy Right Hand, which 
permanent and durable; 

And that the great Care andÞ 


"Of re 
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zood of my Soul, and the ſatisfy- 
g Centre of all my Deſires. 

' To this end inure me to ſpiri- 
Objects by conſtant and fer- 
ent Prayer, by entertaining my 
ſhoughts with pious Meditations, 
reading and hearing thy Holy 
ord with Reverence and Atten- 
on, and by frequently approach-_ 
g thy Altars, with Humility and 
gerotion. h 5 
And above all, let a conſtant Fear 
foffending my good God, put me 
on my Guard, and make me 
achful amidſt thoſe imminent 
Wagers that ſurround me in this 
Y Pilgrimage on Earth. * 
Thou, O Lord, who reſiſteſt the 
oud,and giveſt Grace to the Low- 

, endue me with the Virtue of 
ve Humility, the Model of which 
Jony Son traced out for the 
naCtice of the Faithful; . 
That I may have a juſt Senſe of 
ay Weakneſſes and Follies, and 
y readily ſubmit to the meaneſt 
Offices 


0 
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Offices for the Welfare and Benefi 
of my Fellow Chriſtians; 
That I may reſtrain all immod 
rate Deſires of Honour, by doin 
nothing thro' Strife and Vain-glor 

And that I may never exalt m 
ſelf upon the account of auy A 
vantage I enjoy of Body or Min 
above others, by remembring th 
it is not the effect of my Merit, bt 
of thy inſinite Goodnels and diſti 
guiſhing Mercy. 
O! deliver me from the Slave 
and Dominion of Pride, whit 
threw Angels from Heaven, an 
drove Man out of Paradiſe, whi: 
produces ſo much Evil and To 
ment wherever ir refides, a 
which, above all, is ſo hatctal 
thy ſight. 

5” 

Grant, O Lord, that I may / 
thee above all things, who art ib 
nitely perfect in thy own Nature 

That 1 may defire thee above 
things who art full of Mercy 4 


Compact 
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ompaſſion towards the Children 
ff Men : | 
Whom is there in Heaven but 
hee? and whom upon Earth that 
can deſire in Compariſon of thee? 
s the Hart thirſteth after the 
Vater-Brooks, ſo let my Soul lon 
fer thee, O God, | T 
Let the Allurements ofthe World, 
adthe Enjoyments of Senſe appear 
x trifling Entertainments, in com- 
nriſon of the Pleaſure and Happi- 
ls of ſerving thee, and doing good. 
Let the Difficulties and Dangers 
ich I meet with in the way of my 
Wuty, be ſo far from diſcouraging 
Wc, chat they may raiſe my Spirits, 
Wicreale my Reſolution, and ſerve 
ay to make the Pleaſure of loving 
ee more intenſe and perfect. 
Let the divine Flame of thy Love 
an fo bright in my Soul, that it 
y free my Mind fromall vile Affe- 
tions, and influence all my Actions 
ith a careful Obſeryance of thy 
Tn - Holy 
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holy Laws, and farther evidence 
its Sinccrity by diligently conſult 
ing the Temporal and Spiritus 
Happineſs of my Neighbour. 
O! let it ſuppreſs all the bitte 
Effects of Envy, that I may compa 
ſionate his Misfortunes, and rejoicg 
in all the good things thou art plea 
ed to beſtow upon him: 
That I may be tender of his Re 
putation, and never expoſe it by ra 
Cenſures, nor diminiſh it by the re An- 
lation of his real Infirmities : M 
That Imay guard my Heart from bei 
ſecretly repining at his Proſperityſi ne 
or triumphing in his Calamity : 
That I may ſet a Watch upor 
the Door of my Lips, that I ma 
ſpeak no Evil concerning him, no 
utter any Words of Detraction: | 
That it may quiet and appeal 
the furious boiling of Anger in m 
Mind, by making me paticnt and 
meek under all Proyocations, b 
diſpoſing me to forgive Offence 


and 


the ALTAR 135 


dto return Silence to all injurious 
LreatMment : 
That it may conquer worldly 
row which worketh Death, by 
comfortable Expectation of fu- 
re Happineſs: 1 
That it may expel Malice by do- 
g good, that it may ſtrengthen 
y Weakneſs by Fortitude, cure 
y Deſpair by Hope, my Liſtleſſ- 
s by {piritual Exerciſes ; 
And reſtrain the Wandrings of 
Mind towards unlawful things, 
being ſtedfaſt and unmoveable 
the Work of the Lord. 
VVV 
Give me, O Lord, a ſober Abſti- 
e, that I may know how to 
ound, and how to want : ” 
That my fleſhly Appetites may 
kept under ſtrict Government, 
ce the indulging of them by our 
Parents brought Death into 
World: 
That they may always obſerve 
"03-2 their 


C 


10 
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their due bounds, by adminiſtring te 
the Neceſſities of Life, and neve 
ſupport and encourage Luxury 
which is boundleſs and infinite 
which brings forth Scurrility an, 
Immodeſty, which depreſſes th 
Soul, and renders it unapt for jpj 
ritual Enjoyments. 

Make me ſo mindful of that ſtric 
account] muſt give of all my Action ou 
at the dreadful Tribunal, that MC 
may mortifie all Inclinations, an 
Temptations to ſinful Pleaſures; 
Aud ſtir me up to Zeal and Dil 
_ gence in performing all thoſe thing 

which are acceptable in thy ſight 
In order to attain theſe bleſſe 
Ends, O Lord, I approach to th 
holy Table, that I may grow 1 
Grace, and may be enabled to im 
tate the ſuffering Virtues of the cr 

cified Jelus. OK 

Grant therefore, moſt mercif 
| God, that the receiving the Syn 

bols of his Body and Blood, hic 


bur e 


1 al 


me, gy 
am about to partake of, may by 
ne Grace and Efficacy of his Spirit, 
Wonftorm me to his divine Image; 
nd make me ſtedfaſt in ſerving thee, 
l chou rakeſt me finally to enjoy 
Whee, thro' 7eſus Chrisi my bleſſed 
Waviour and Redeemer. Amen. 


The foregoing Prayers may be uſed 
our Pews before we go up to the 
ommunion Table. When the Com- 
nunicants are but few, and we have 
dot time to enlarge our Devotions, we 
day comprehend the devout Affections 
a worthy Receiver in the following 
orter Prayer, 5 5 
WPraver before Recerving the 
Conſecrated Elements. 
| OST gracious God, who of 
thy infinite Mercy haſt giv- 

nthy Son Jeſus Chriff to be our 
reat High-Prieſt, and the Biſhop of 


ur Souls, who did offer up him- 
VVV 
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ſelf ro thee a pure and immaculat 
Sacrifice upon the Croſs for us mi 
ſerable Sinners, who has given u 
his Fleſh to eat, and his Blood ti 
drink, in a myſtical manner; an 
haſt aſſured us by thy Holy Spiri 
that as often as we eat that Brea 
and drink that Cup, we ſhew fort 
the Lord's Death till his comin 
_ . 

I humbly beſeech thee therefo 
by the Merits of his Blood, the grea 
Price of our Redemption ; 

Il intreat thee by his wonder 
and ineffable Charity, wherewit 
he has vouchſafed to us unwo 
thy Creatures, at ſo great a rate 
that thou would'ſt be pleaſed t 
waſh me in his Blood from all n 
Sins, which make me unworthy tt. 
| partake of theſe holy Myſterics: 
Let my Repentance be heart) 
and ſincere, and exprels it {cif ine 
the Circumſtances of holy Obc 
ence for the time to come. 1 
Tho 
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Thou alone out of an unclean 
thing can'ſt bring a clean; of a 
wrerched Sinner make me therefore 
holy and righteous. 
Thou art the Fountain of Mer- 
/ ſhur not up thy Bowels of Com- 
Waſſion towards me. 
Thou art the great Phyſician of 
Souls, diſplay thy Power in my 
Health and Recovery. 


Let me approach thy holy Table 
| with Reverence ana TY-wars i, that ä 


rr 


o vile Affections may hinder me 
Jom receiving the Benefits of this 
vine Nouriſhment. 

Let me celebrate this Chriſtian 
Qcrifice with Purity of Heart, and 

W: right Intention of Mind, that ! 
4 obtain all thoſe Advantages 
Wor which thou wert graciouſly 
Wicaled ro eſtabliſh it. 
Let me entirely reſign my Soul 
and Body to be a reaſonable; holy, 
ad lively Sacrifice unto thee; for 
hou haſt the juſteſt Claim to me, 
G 4 ſince 
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ſince the bleſſed Jeſus has purchaſ: 
ed me at the Price of his own 
"Bond. 
Grant, O Lord, that I may con 
ſtantly endeavour to make {or 
Proficiency in all the Virtues ol th, 
Chriſtian Life; becauſe the bleſſe 
Jeſus has obtained for me, by the 
Merits of his Sufferings, the Grace 
and Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit 
to work in me both to will andte 
do thy good Pleature, 
Make me ready to be reconcile 
to all thoſe that have offended me 
becauſe when we were Enemies we 
were reconciled to God by the 
Death of his Son: . 
Let me embrace all my poor Bre 
thren with ſincere Love and Chari 
ty, and contribute all I can to the 
relief of Chr1/?'s diſtreſſedMembers,, 
becauſe he thought not his Life toc 15 
dear, nor his Blood too precious te yr 
rede em mefrom a State of Bondage 
ana Slavery. 


Strengthen 
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Strengthen me, O Lord, in ſuch 
a Manner by this ſpiritual Food, 
that I may ſucceſsfully encounter 
all the Attacks of my ſpiritual E- 
nemies. 1 5 
Suppreſs in me the Spirit of Pride 
and Vain- Glory, of Envy and De- 
traction, of Uncleanneſs and In- 
emperance, or of any Diſtruſt and 
Diffidence of thy Mercy.  _ 
May all Temptations to theſe Of- 
fences againſt thy holy Laws be o- 
vercome by that Power which thou 
Halt be pleaſed to communicate to 
me in this holy Sacrament; 
And may all thoſe Evils which 
the Craft and Subtilty of the De- 
vil or Man worketh againſt me, be 
drought to nought; 
That, being outwardly and in- 
wardly fortified by the Aſſiſtance of 
thy Grace, I may preſs towards the 
Mark for the Prize of the high 
Calling of God in Chrift Feſus; 
When I ſhall enjoy thee no longer 
e — 


[1 
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in Myſtery, which is our Lot aud 
Portion here below; but ſec thee 
Face to Face, and be eternally fa. 
tisfied with the Pleaſures of thy 


Kingdom, in and through the Me- 


rits of Ze/is Chriſt our only Media- 
tor and Advocate. Amen. | 


5 deliver the Conſecrated Bread, 


Ome, O Lord! and make no 
long tarrying, O my God! 
I uam not worthy thou ſhould'ſt 
enter under my Roof; but, Lord, 


be merciful to me a Sinner. 


I long for thy Salvation, O! {a- 
tisfie me with thy Likenels. 
I open my Heart to thee, O 


come nnto me, and abide with me, 
and powerfully ſupport me in all 


Trials and Temptations, when | 
moſt need thy Help. Amer. 


A PRAYER 
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APravER after Receiding the 
Conſecrated Bread. 


Leſſed be thy holy Name, O 

Lord 7eſus, for this thy ineſti- 
mable Gift, for this Comfort thou 
haſt left me in this Vale of Tears. 

As long as I live will I praiſe 
thee; as long as I have any being, 
[will moſt thankfully acknowledge 
this thy Bounty and Goodneſs to 
the Children of Men. 

Thou haſt given me thy precious 
Body to be the Food of my Soul; 
behold I offer to thee my Body and 
Soul, make them fit for thy Service. 

Let this divine Food repair in me 
vhateyer has been decay'd by the 
Luſts of the Fleth or the Wiles of 
datan. 3 

That my Underſtanding may be 
xerciſed in the Knowledge of Thee, 
nd the Contemplation of thy divine 
Truths, Which are alone able to 

| „ make 
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placed in thee, 
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make me wiſe unto Salvation; 

That my Will may chule and de- 
ſire thee above all things, who art 
the chiefeſt Good, the moſt deſira- 


ble Portion of immortal Souls; 


That my Affections may be en- 
tirely fixed on thee, who art only 
amiable, and the Centre of Eternal 
Satisfaction. 


I will love thee, O Lord, becauſe | 
thou art infinitely Good, and thy 


Mercy endurcth for ever. 


I will love thee, O Lord, becauſe 


thou didſt create me after thy own 


Image, capable of loving thee, anc 


enjoying thee eternally. _ 
Iwill love thee, O Lord, becauſe 


when Thad loſt and undone my ſel 


thou didſt dic to redeem me. 
I will love thee, O Lord, becauſe 
thou art only worthy of my Love 


thou only can'ſt fill and ſatisfy m 
Soul. 


Be thou therefore my Hope ane 
Confidence, and let all my truſt be 
| X 


r 

Be thou my Riches and Delight, 
nd let all my Joy and Contentment 
lt in thee. 5 

Be thou my Peace and Refuge, 
d let my Pleaſure and Safety de- 
dend on thee. 5 

Be thou my Portion and greateſt 
Treaſure, and let my eternal Hap- 
jinels be fix d in the Enjoy ment of 
thee. Amen, Lord Jeſus, Amen. 


hen the Prieſt approaches to 
liber the Conſecrated ine. 


Will receive the Cup of Salva- 

tion, and call upon the Name 
o 
Iwill ratify my Vows with this 
blood of the New Covenant, and 
engage my felt, O God, to be eter. 
Wally thine. © 
g Satisfy my thirſty Soul with good 
things, and let this Communion of 
be Blood of CHriſt put more _ 
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Bounty, O Lord, never fails; the 
1 Lov! 
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nels into my Heart, than Wine an 
Oil when they increaſe. Amen. 


A Praver after Recerving th 15 
| ; L, Fr ; | | 15 
Conſecrated I ine. Ec 

3 3 | emn 
Leſſing and Honour, Glory anꝗ gu 


Power be unto him that ſittet eco 


on the Throne, and unto the Lam ud! 


that was flain, for ever and ever. Sa. 
I give thee molt humble and hearWirac 


ty Thanks, O Lord, from the bot Vi 


tom of my Soul, that thou haſt bee: oly 


5 pleaſed to admit me at this time t Co 
the Participation of theſe holy anWje 
deſirable Myſteries; Af 


That thou haſt vouchſafed to feedMifkc 
me a Sinner, thy unworthy Servant co 


with the ſpiritual Nourithment aſſping 


the Body and Blood of thy Son 7e in ; 


fs Chrift; and this not for any Me ur 


rits of my own, but for the fake oi fin 


thy infinite Goodneſs and Mercy. Nardo 


Unworthy though I am, yet th lle, 
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oye of my Saviour is not diminiſh- 
d, and the Virtue of his Propitia- 
jon is never exhauſted. 
Grant therefore, I beſcech thee, 
that this holy Sacrament may ne— 
er turn to my Judgment and Con- 
KMANATION 3; | RE 

But that it may be Health and 
Wecovery under all my Weakneſſes 
Wd Infirmities ; 5 
afety and Defence againſt all the 
Witacks of my Spiritual Enemies; 
LVigour and Strength to all my 
oly Purpoſes and Retolutions; 


Wlictions and Calamities of Lite ; 
Aſſiſtance and Direction under all 
| ficulties and Doubts; 


or of Death, 
Finally, let it procure for me 


kt, Mercy and Fayour at the 
155 Day 


Comfort and ſupport under all the 


Courage and Conſtancy under ail 
W:gers and Perſecutions, eſpecial- 
in times of Sickneſs, and at the 


ardon and Forgiveneſs in this 
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Day of Judgment, and a nevyer 
fading Crown of Glory in thy hea 
venly Kingdom, where, with th 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, and the Bleſſe 
Spirit, thou liveſt and reigneſt, on 
God, World without end. Ame; 


AP 


non) 
Race 
me 2 


Mcri! 


Having finiſhed thoſe Devotions th: 
relate to our ſelves, this is a proper Se: 
ſon to be mindful of the Wants and Ne 
_ cefliries of our Brethren; and we ca: 
not better exerciſe our Charity, thanb 
recommending the whole State of Ma 
kind to the Mercy and Goodnels q 
God, and by interceding with him | 
the Virtue of this Chriſtian Sacrihc 
for a Supply of whatever they ſha 
Rand in need of. Such Interceſſiot 
always made a part of the Publick L 
turgies of the ancient Church, as 
wellknown to thoſe who are converlat 
in Antiquity, and no part of the Pray 
ers, exceeded more in length than th 
which related to this Subject; ſo th 
we cannot do better, than to follo 
the ancient Model for our Direction 
this particular. 

e A PRAuI 


ly g 
pious 
our 

lom « 
e kn 
* H 
Let 
efen 
dit c 
but t 
bore 


the ALTAR 149 


A PrAvER for the whole State 
of Mankind. 


Ccept, O Lord, of my Prayers 
_ andInterceſſions, as a Teſti- 
nony of my Charity, for the whole 
Race of Mankind, and let the Vir- 
ue and Efficacy of this Chriſtian 
aicrifice procure for them Comfort 
ud Relief in all thoſe Wants and 
Neceſſities they labour under. 
rnlighten the dark Corners of the 
th with the bright Sunſhine of 
Wy glorious Goſpel, and ſucceed the 
ioue Deſigns of all thoſe that endea- 
our the Propagation of the King- 
om of thy Son; that thy Way may 
WW: known upon Farth, and thy ſav- 
g Health among all Nations. 
Let thy continual Pity cleanſe and 
elend thy Church; and for as much 
it cannot continue inSaferty with- 
Wii thy Succour, preſerve it ever- 
Wore by thy Help and Goodneſs. 
| N Endue 
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Endue the Governors and P- 
ſtors of it with Courage and Reſolu 
tion to preſerve thoſe ſacred Right 
thou haſt committed to their Truſl 
with Zeal and Diligence in prome 
ting ſolid and ſubſtantial Piety, an 
with a conſcientious Diſcharge o 
all the important Duties of thei 
W 
Let all ſecular Magiſtrates ſtud 
to govern their Propls with Trut 


An Ig: NA and FN retry rham it 
gane enn een 


Wealth, Peace, and Godlineſs. 
| Blels our Sovereign, and all th 
Royal Family, with the Dew of th 

heavenly Spirit, that they, ever truſt 
ing in thy Goodneſs, protected b 

thy Power, and crowned with th 
gracious and endleſs Fayour, ma 
continue before thee, in Healt 

Peace, Joy, and Honour, a long ani 

happy Life upon Earth, and att 

Death obtain everlaſting Life and 

Glory in the Kingdom of Heaven, 

Loet War and Bloodſhead ceaſe a 

. | mon 


ze ALTAR i 
nong Chriſtian Princes, and give 
o all Nations Unity, Peace, and 
macord. 5 
Bleſs all the People of this Land 
jith Health, Peace, and Plenty; 
nd teach them to uſe ſuch thy Bleſ- 
ings with Sobriety, Gratitude, and 
Charity. „ 
Make all Chriſtians ſincerely to 
ractiſe that Religion they profeſs, 
nd inſpire them with ſuch uniting 
principles, and charitable Hearts, 
lat they may love one another, 
Ind thereby convince the World 
bat they are thy Diſciples. 
ge merciful to all my Friends, Re- 
tions andAcquaintance; thoſe that 
Nein Sin, convert them; thoſe that 
ein Grace, confirm and ſtrengthen 
em; thoſe that are in Adverſity, 
mfort and ſupport them; and 
ole that are in Proſperity, ſuffer 
em not to forget thee. 
Forgive all my Enemies, make 
em caſie and ready to be one 
_”” 5 1 
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led, and give them Repentance and 
better Minds. 

Be gracious to all that are in Af 
fliction and Diſtreſs, that labour un 
der the Straights of Poverty, tha 
ſuffer Perſecution for the Teſtimon 
of a good Conſcience, that mour 
under Captivity or Baniſhment, off 
any unjuſt Oppreſſion ; 

That are exerciſed with bodil 
Pains and Diſeaſes, that are oli 
cited with ſtrong Temptations, c 
are dejected with Terrors and Trou 
bles of Mind. : 

Pity and relieye their ſeveral N 
ceſſities, give them Patience und 
all their Sufferings, and in thy du 
time deliver them, according to th 
great Mercy. . 

Aſſiſt thoſe that are at the Poin 
of Death; and when their Strengt 
fails, let not theit Faith fail; even 
Death, enable them to truſt in theq; 

Shed thy particular Grace i 
Benediction upon all thoſe who a 

| 8 Partake 
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Mrtakers of the Holy Communion 
this Day; 


heir holy Purpoſes and Reſolutions, 
ud may conform themſelves to the 
Model of their crucified Saviour ; 
Thar the Pattern of his Picty and 
Dcyotion, of his Humility and Cha- 
Wir, of his Mecknels and patient 
offering, may be ſo lively imprin- 
W:d upon our Minds, that we may 
anſcribe his Example in our Lives 
Ind Converſations : Wt, 
That thus Commemorating his 
ill ſufficient Sacrifice upon Earth, 


bm, and bleſs and praiſe thee for 
[to all Eternity. Amon. . 


Ui 
ud Bleſſings God hath beſtowed upon 


| Thar they may perſevere in all 


Je may receive the Everlaſting Be- 
eit of it in thy Heavenly King- 
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We cannot better conclude our De- 
otions, if Time and Opportunity will 
permit, than by offering up our Praiſes 

nd Thankſgiving for all thoſe Mercies 


all along in Life, particularly for his 
— ineſti- 
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ineſtimable Love in the Redemptio All 
of the World by our Lord Jelus Chritt; ndrec 


and what Heart that is warm with aMicr tl 
true Senſe of what his Saviour has done wabl: 
and ſuffered for him, can refule the the 
humble Tribute of a moſt grateful AcW ble 
knowledgment? 25 bor 
AThankſgromg for God's Mer x 11 
cies, Temporal and Spiritual. Im i 

YT JRaiſe the Lord, O my Soul, and ungen 
all that is within me prailc his ines 
holy Name. Praiſe the Lord, O my E 85 
Soul, and forget not all his Benefits. . 
Thou, O Lord, art alone inh Fl 
nite in all Excellencies and Perfec “ 
tions, and therefore thou only art E 
the Eternal Object of the Adoration 5 


otice 
[ble 


Senſe 
 ſira 


pri 
tien 


d ſo 


and Praiſes of all thy Creatures. 
I defire to praiſe and worſhip the 
with all the heavenly Hoſt, ſaying, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of 
Heaven and Earth,thou haſt created 
all things, and for thy Pleaſure they 
are and were created, 


All 


: — — ⁰9—— 
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All Praiſe and Thankſgiving be 
ndred unto thee, for making me 
er thy own Image and Likeneſs, 
pable of loving thee, and enjoy- 
pthee eternally. 5 
[ bleſs thee for the Light of my 


id Faculties of my Soul and Body. 
bleſs thee for preſerving me 
om innumerable Accidents and 
ingers, through the whole Courſe 
'my Life; for all my known and 
nobleryed Deliverances, and for 


pt over me. 


a pious Education, and for ſea- 
ning my tender Mind with early 
otices of Virtue and Religion; 

bleſs thee for recovering me to 
enſe of my Duty, when I fooliſh- 
ſrayed from the Fountain of all 


Wd lo great Proyocations. 
LE. 1 bleſs 


— — — — 


eaſon, and all other Endowments. 


x Guard thy holy Angels have 


[| bleſs thee for the Advantages 


N 
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prineſs; and for thy unwearied 
Witicrce towards me, after ſo many 


OE 8 
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I bleſs thee for all the Comfor 
and Accommodations of Life which 
thou haſt beſtowed upon me, wher 
by my Pilgrimage in this World h. 
been ſoftned and ſupported. 

And Iadore thy wile Providen 
in all thoſe Afflictions and Dita 
pointments with which thou h 
thougnt fit to exerciſe me, and whid 
have brought me to that ſenſc 
thee and of my ſelf, which' tis likcl 

nothing elſe would have done. 

By thee I have been holden 
from the Womb, my Prailc 1h 
continually be of thee. 
Above all, I praiſe and magnifſi 

thy holy Name for thy inexpreilke t. 
ble Love to loſt Man; 

For ſending thy Son into t 
World to reucem us from a Sta 
of Sin and Miſcry, by ſufferivg 'Y 
us, and dying in our ſtead, that\ 
might be Partakers of the diviq; 
Nature, and receive the Prom 
of eternal Lite 5 N | 


An 
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And for his inſtituting and or- 
lining holy Myſteries as Pledges 
f his Love, and for a continual re- 
hembrance of his Death to our 
cat and endleſs Comfort. 

As long as I live will I praiſe 
hee for theſe Wonders thou haſt 
one for the Children of Men, as 
bng as I have any Being I willſhew = 
Worth thy noble Acts. D 
[ bleſs thee for the Advantages of 
Wy divine Revelations, that thou 
alt not abandon'd me to the dim 
aht of my own Reaſon, but haft 
yen me thy holy Scriptures to in- 
Iract me in what is neceſſary for 
Wic to believe and practiſe, in or- 
er to my eternal Salvation. 
I praiſe thee for delivering me from 
Wcmptations too ſtrong for me, and 
r ſupporting me under many; 
For the Aſſiſtance and Direction, 
nd Comforts of thy holy Spirit, 
r thy preventing and reſtraining 
race; 5 „ 


„ 


ſires in my Soul, and for aſſiſt 
me in all the Methods of procur; 


than can be number'd; Bleſſing a 


ever and ever. Amen. 


Form of Prayer our Saviour has le 
us to help our Infirmities, which is mo 
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For ſubduing my Underſtandin 
and Aﬀections to the Obcdicnce M 
Faith and Godlineſs; 

For inſpiring me with g00 
Thoughts, and kindling pious D- 


eternal Happineſs; 
For theſe and all other thy Me 
cies and Fayours, which are mo 


Honour, Thankſgiving and Prai 
be given unto thee, O moſt ador 
ble Deity, Father, Son, and Hol 
Ghoſt, by meand by all Angels, b 
all Men and by all Creatures, fe 


When all have communicated, 1 
the Prieſt returns to the remain 
part of the Communion- Office, we m 
be ſure to accompany him with o 
devoiteſt Aﬀections, and repeat aft 
him all the Petitions of that pertc 


pI Ope l 
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Wroperly uſed in this Place; that his 
Wonprehenfive Words may prevail for 
ur Acceptance, provided they are at- 
ended with the ſincere and earneſt 
eſires of our Hearts. 


Wo with great Propriety conclude this 
Woly Action in imitation of our Savi- 
ur's Pattern, who conclu- 7 : 8 
b John 17. 
Wd this his holy Inſtitu . 
ion both with a Prayer 


Wind Application of Thought, that we 
y make ſome Amends for any Di- 
Wiractions or Wandrings that may have 


Wervice, „ 

The Bleſſing that only remains, 
rhich is pronounced by the Biſhop if 
rreſerit, as the Prieſt of greateſt Dig- 
ity, muſt be received in an humble 
Woſture, and with ſilent Devotion, 


Negging of God that it may be effectu- 


Circumſtances of holy Obedience. 


H 2 A Short 


The Prayer and Praiſe that follow 


Wind a Hymn, and therefore ought to 
W: offered with particular Intenſeneſs 


wertaken us in the former part of the 


for our future Conduct in all the 
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A ſhort PrAvtr when the Com 


znunion Service is ended. 


TY Ardon,O-God, all thoſe Imper 
C fections that have accompaſcell: 
nied me at this time in my Attend ma 
.anceat thy Altar; forgive the Dead 
neſs and Dulneſs of my Affection 
the Wandrings of my Thought: 
and the Diſtractions of my Mind. 
Let the Sincerity of my holy Pu 
poſes and Reſolutions make ſome A 
mends for my Weakneſs andFrailty 
O! let this Commemoration © 
my crucified Saviour influence alli 
my Thoughts, Words and Actions 
that my Converſation may be as be 
cometh the Goſpel of CHhriſt. 
Reward me not according to m 
Deſerts, but according to my great 
Neceſſities, and thy own rich Mer 
cy in eſs Chriſt, to whom with 
thee, O God the Father, and God 


the 
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ic Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and 
ory, World without end. Amen. 


Where Communions are large, we 
my want ſome Exerciſes for the em- 


mmunion contains ſuch a variety of 
xcellent Matter for Meditation, that 
may not be improper to entertain 


th the Conſideration of ſome parti- 
ular Parts of it. This may poſſibly 
« ſometimes more uſeful than either 


ally to ſuch as complain of Coldneſs 


Wu Affections, and raiſe in our Minds 
Spirit of Devotion. 


ned to meditate on ſome part or parts 
[the Confeſſion, which begins thus, 
Wimighty God, Father of our Lord Feſus 
briſt, Maker of all Things, Judge of all 
en. Here I would ſtop and conlider 
Nell che import of theſe Words; they 
Wontain four of God's molt comprehen- 
ie Titles. Firſt he is here ſaid to be 
H; limighty; 


— 


oying our devout Affections; and the 
ſice for the Adminiſiration of the Holy 


ur Minds, while others are receiving,, 


beſe or any other Prayers; more eſpe- 


d Dulneſs in their Devotions ; for 
editation naturally tends to warm 


For example; ſuppoſe I had deter- 
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Almighty; Secondly, The Father of 1 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; Thirdly, The Make 
and Creator of all Things ; Fourthly, 7) 
Judge of all Meu. The Conſideratiot 
of the Firſt and Laſt will provoke ust 
godlySorrow,and the Second and Thin 
will excite our Hope in his Mercy. $ 
that from hence we may take Occaſiot 
to exerciſe Acts of Sorrow and Humi 
liation, of Hope and Love, c. thus 
Iconſider, O my God, that I have offen 
ded thee, who art Almighty, and there 
fore able to puniſh; but I conſider 10 
that thou art the Father of our Lord Je 
ſus Chriſt, and therefore I cannot dou 
of thy Love to me, and of thy readine 
0 forgive me who repent and turn to thee 
Such Ejaculations might be forme 
from each of theſe Particulars, or fro 
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any other Branches of the CommuniY Be 
on Office; bur becauſe all People an 2 
not able to form ſuch Acts, I have taholrit 
ken the Liberty of adding ſeveral Act 0 8 

of the moſt conſiderable Virtues of M hi 
Chriſtian Life; for no Moments of thi 8 F 
holy Seaſon thou'd be loſt ; all the) ttb 
precious Minutes ſhould be husbande Le 
tothe greateſt Advantage; for they wilProfo 


have 
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we a mighty Influence upon our whole 
res, and by being frequently repeat- 
they will ſtock our Minds with va- 
Day of good Thoughts, which may 
ove admirable Helps all the remain- 
g part of our Days. If we have not 
me for this ſpiritual Improvement in 
he Church, it will be very proper to 
ke uſe of them gn our Cloſets; for 
ys ſet apart for the publick Worthip 
f God, ſhould have a larger Share of 
ur private Devotions, and then the 


ur Minds, when we mix again with 
9 


Lmployments. 


Ads of FA IT H. 


an eternal, incomprehenſible 


ho didſt make all things out of 
Iothing, and doſt govern them all 
y thy wiſe Providence. 

Let me always adore thee with 


enſe of Religion will ſtick cloſer to 


je World, and return to our ſecular 


Believe, O God, that thou art 


pirit, infinite in all Perfections, 


rofound Humility, as my Sove- 
| 4. na 


Man 


— 
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reign Lord; and help me to love ane 
praiſe thee with Godlike Affection: 
and ſuitable Devotion. 8 
I believe, O God, that in the Uni 
ty ofthy Godhead there is a Trinit 
of Perſons; that thou art perfect. 
One, and perfectly Three; One E 
ſence, and Three Perſons: The depti 
of this Myſtery I cannot compre 
hend, but I firmly believe it, becau 
thou haſt revealed it in thy holy! 
Word, who art infinite Truth ; and 
I will praiſe and adore the holy Ti 
niry, to whole Service I was religi 
ouſly dedicated in Baptiſm, as the 
Joint- Authors of my Salvation. 
l believe, O Bleſſed Jeſus, that 
thou art of one Subſtance with the 
Father, the very and eternal God; 
that thou didſt take upon thee oui Hu 
frail Nature; that thou didſt truly" n 
ſuffer, and wert crucified, dead and Aff 
buried, to reconcile us to thy Fa- Ie. 
ther, and to be a Sacrifice for Sins | 
Ibelieve, O Almighty Love, that i dot 
1 9 8 accor- 
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W:ccording to the Types and Prophe- 
cies which went before of thee, and 
cording to thy own infallible Pre- 
action, thou didſt by thy own Pow- 
We riſe from the Dead the third Day, 
that thou didſt aſcend into Heaven, 
that there thouſitteſt on thy Throne 
If Glory, adored by Angels, and. 
Jaterceding for Sinners. 
l believe, O Lord, that thou haſt. 
Winſticuted and ordained holy Myſte- 
ies as Pledges of thy Love, and for 
continual Commemoration of thy 
Death, that thou haſt not only given 
my ſelf to die for me, but to be my 
piritual Food and Suſtenance in 
mat holy Sacrament to my great 
ind endleſs Comfort. O]! may I fre- 
Iauently approach thy Altars with 
umility and Devotion ! and work 
Ja me all thoſe holy and heavenly 
| AﬀeCtions, which become the Re- | 
Inembrance of a crucified Saviour. | 1 
l believe, O Lord, that thou haſt 
rot abandon'd me to the dim Light 
of 
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of my own Reaſon, to conduct me 
to 1 but that thou haſt 
revealed in the holy Scriptures 
whatever is neceſſary for me to be. 
lieve and practiſe, in order to my 
Eternal Salvation. ES, 
OTruth! Eternal Truth! Jam en. 
tirely ſatisfied in believing thy holy 
Word, becauſe it came from thee who 
art infinitely Wiſe and Omniſcient, 


and therefore can'ſt not be decęiv d; 1 
V ho art infinitely Good, and there. ati 
fore wilt not deceive thy Creatures. Ibot 

O how Noble and Excellent are righ 
the Precepts ! How Sublime and Gol 
Enlightning the Truths! How Per ef t 

ſuaſive and Strong the Motives! K 
How Powerful the Aſſiſtances off * 


that holy Religion, in which thou 


haſt inſtructed me ! My Delight] ned 
ſhall be in thy Statutes, and I wil es 
not forget thy Word, pant 
Il believe, O bleſſed Maſter, it is 15 E 
my greateſt. Honour and Happincſs 

to be thy Ditciple, How ene, 
1 an 
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ind blind are thoſe that live with- 
ut God in the World, who deſpiſe 
te Light of thy holy Faith! Make 
Ine ready to part with all the Enjoy- 
Y nents of Life, nay, even Life it ſelf, 
Inther than forfeit this Jewel ofgreat, 
Price: Bleſſed are the Sufferings 
which are endurcd, happy is the 
Death which is undergone for hea- 
renly and immortal Truth! 
believe thou haſt threatnedever- 
Y laſting and unconceivableTorments 
so thoſe who hold the Truth in Un- 
T righteouſneſs, and who obey not the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. O juſt Puniſhment 
Jof thoſe who do not love thee! 
But if I believe this fatal Doom, 
vhy am I not afraid of it? Why are 
the Evils of the Body ſo much ſhun- 
ned, and thoſe of the Soul ſo little 
regarded ? Why do I take ſo much 
pains to avoid the ſhort and tranſito- 
ryEvils of thisLife, and ſo little pains 
to avoid thoſe which are Eternal? 
believe thou haſt prepared, O 
R - a 
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Lord, for thoſe that love thee, ever. 
laſting Manſions of Glory; if! be- 
lieve thee, O Eternal Happineſe, 
why does any thing appear difficult 
that leads to thee? Why ſhould 1 
not willingly reſiſt unto Blood to 
obtain thee? why do the vain and 
empty Enjoy ments of Life take 
ſuch faſt hold of me? O periſhing] 
Time! why doſt thou thus bewitch 
and deceive me? O Bleſſed Eter- 


nity! when ſhalt thou be my Por-Kfarn 
tion for ever? dot 

ws met ; 1 
Aas of lor. fu 

car 


Ivy God! in all my Dangers, hop 
Temporal and Spiritual, IKGra 
will hope in thee; who art Almigh - lan 
ty Power, and therefore able to re- Nite 
lieve me; who art Infinite Good- Ol 
neſs, and therefore ready and wil-NAin 
ling to aſſiſt mel \ 
Greater is thy Mercy, O Bleſſed Fints 
Jeſus, than my Wickedneſs; thy Nov. 
4; Gooduels 
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oodneſs exceeds the Number and 
Wcinoulncls of my Sins; greater is 
Wy Power, O God, than the Fury 
If my Enemies; therefore when 
Wy Fears preſs hardeſt upon me, 1 
Will put my Truſt and Confidence 
—_—_— 5 
O precious Blood of my dear Re- 
eemer! O gaping Wounds of my 
mcified Saviour | Who can con- 
emplate the Sufferings of God In- 
W:iraate, and not raiſe his Hope, and 
ot put his Truſt in them? 
I firmly hope, O my God, for the 
Pardon of ail my Sins, which I 
Wicartily bewail and deteſt; I firmly 
Pope to obtain the Virtues and 
braces of thy holy Spirit, which 
lam reſolved ſincerely ro endeavour 
iter; I wait and expect thy Eternal 
Wlory, which {hall always be the 
Aim of all my longing Deſires. 
What tho' my Body be crumbled 
Minto Duſt, and that Duſt blown 
Nover the Face of the Earth, yer 1 
5 e undoubt- 
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undoubtedly know my Redeemet 
lives, and ſhall raiſe me up at the 
laſt Day. . 
Whether I am comforted, or left 
deſolare; whether I enjoy Peace; 
or ain afflicted with Temptations 
whether I am healthful or ſickly 
ſuccoured or abandoned by the 
good things of this Life; I will al. 
ways hope in thee, O my chiefeſt 
infinite Good. „F 
Altho' the Fig- tree ſhall not bloſſi 
ſom, neither ſhall Fruit be in thd 
Vines; although the Labour of the 
Olive ſhall fail, and the Fields yiel 
no Meat; although the Flock ſhall 
be cut off from the Fold, and there 
ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls; ye 
I will rejoyce in the Lord, I will 
joy in the God of my Salvation. 
What tho' I mourn and am afflict. 
ed here, and ſigh under the Miſeries 
of this World for a time, I am ſure 
my Tears ſhall one Day be turnec 
into Joy, and that Joy none ſhall 
take fromme. 1 ſhouid 
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I ſhould too much injure thy 

harity and thy Sufferings, O blel- 
Wd Jelus, if I had not a firm hope 
working out my Salvation. 
Great is the Malice of the Powers 
F Darkneſs, and great is my own 
WW cakneſs ; but how much greater is 
hy Goodneſs and thy Might, O 
Wy gracious God! I will therefore 
rork out my Salvation with Fear 
Wd Trembling ; but as long as I 
e, I will hope in thy Mercy. 
O miſcrable Wretch that Iam! If 
bope, why do not my Endeavours 
Waſwer my Hopes? If I hope to ob- 
in the Grace of God, to overcome 
Wy Follies, and to acquire all ne- 
Fcefſary Virtues, why do I not la- 
our to ſuch holy Purpoſes ? 
S Whoever hopes ior great things 
in this World, takes pains to attain 
chem; How can my Hopes of E- 
Neerlaſting Life be well grounded, if 
do not ſtrive and labour for that 
Eternal Inheritance? 


I will 
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I will never refuſe the meaneſt Ly 
bours, while 1 look to receive ſuc 
glorious Wages; I will never repin 
at any temporal Loſs, while I expe 
to gain ſuch Eternal Rewards. 
| Bleſſed Hope! be thou my chic 
Delight in Life, and then I tha 
be ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, alway 
abounding in the Work of the Lord 
Be thou my Comfort and Suppor 
at the Hour of Death, and then 
ſhall contentedly leave this Wor 
as a Captive that is releaſed fron 
his Impriſonment. 


Acts of L Gut. ad 


Lmighty andEverlaſting God lei 
thou art Infinite in all Excel lace 
lencies and Perfections, and therehns ! 
fore art the molt proper Object on tl 
the Love and Adoration of Immorta O. 
Souls; Thou art infinite in Good 
neſs and Loving- Kindneſs toward: 
me, and therefore haſt the julici 
claim to my Heart. 


O in. 
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O infinite Amiableneſs! When 
Wall I love thee without Bounds, 
ithout Coldneſs or Interruption, 
rhich, alas, fo often ſeize me here 
flow ? Let me never ſuffer any 
rcatureto be thy Rival, or to ſhare 
ny Heart with thee; let me have 
o other God, no other Love, but 
JJ 
Whatever is amiable in the Crea- 
Wurcs, is derived from thee, and is 
o farther amiable, than it bears 
Wome Impreſſion of thy Amiable- 
Wcls; their Goodneſs is impertect, 
nd mix'd with much Evil; but 
ou only art perfectly excellent; 
let the World never more have 
ace in my Heart! All my Affecti- 
Ius I withdraw from that, to fix 
+ 
O dear Jeſus,who didſt love me to 
ch a degree, that thou weit pleaſed 
or my ſake to endure a painful and 
ameful Death; how is it poſſible 
can live without loving thee ? 
; O how 
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O how much is it the Grief ofm 
Heart, that my Love is ſo imperfet 
fo little fix dupon the moſtdeſervingſe 
Object] O v hen ſhall I love thee iq; 
the utmoſt Capacity of a Creature 
and praiſe thee to all Eternity! 
How afflicting is it to me, not tall 
love thee as much as I deſire! Alas 
when ſhall I love thee with all my 
Strength ? When ſhall all carnal Af: 
fections die in me, and all things be 
longing to the Spirit, live and gro\ 
in me? When ſhall I be willing tc 
lay down my Life for thee, who hal 
ſhed thy precious Blood for me ? 
Grant, O God, that I may con 
tinually exerciſe upon Earth wha 
the bleſſed Saints practiſe with ſc 
much Fervour in Heaven ; the Glo- 
"ries and Pleaſures of that happy 
Region would be imperfect, if the; 
Flame of Love did not continually 
burn before thee. ; 
Whoever loves, defires to pleaſe 
the beloved Object; and according 


to 
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the degree of Love is the Great- 
eis of Deſire; make me, O God, di- 
Nent and earneſt in pleaſing thee ; 
t me chearfully diſcharge the moſt 
Wainful and coſtly Duties; and for- 
Wike Friends, Riches, Eaſe and Life 
elf, rather than diſobey thee. 
Whoever loves, deſires the Wel- 
Wie and Happineſs of the beloved 
Wbjet: But thou, O dear Jeſus, 
anſt receive no Addition from my 
perfect Services; what ſhall I do. 
W expreſs my Affection towards 
ee? I will relieve the Neceſſities 
Wi my poor Brethren, who are 
Wicmbers of thy Body; for he that 
eth not his Brother whom he 
Math ſeen, how can he love God 
hom he hath not ſeen ? 

Iwill pray without ceaſing, and 
riouſly meditate npon thy Pre- 
Wcprs ; I will hear thy Word with 
deverence and Attention, and re- 
eive the holy Sacrament with Hu- 
FWniliry and Devotion; for theſe "ne 
the 


hleſſed Jeſus, becaule it will tranſl 
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the Methods thou haſt eſtabliſh'd o 
converſing with thee, ofunitinguste 
thee, and are the only means where 
by I can enjoy thee here below. 
Alas! how is all my Time un 
profitable, my Labour loſt, my A 
_ Etions and Sufterings vain, whe 
they are not employed in thy Ser 
vice, when they are not endured 
for the Love of thee my God? 
I will long for thy appearing, C 


ties 
ffec 
Let 
ul ! 
th 
rd 
edgir 
in I 
fLif 


form me into thy Likeneſs, becaulg 
it will enter me into the full En 
Joyment of thee, and unite me te 
thee for ever: the utmoſt Labour o 
all my Days is little enough, the 
Service of my whole Life ſhort e 
nough, and no more than ſufficient 
to ſecure this Eternal Inheritance. 
O Crucified Jeſus, in whom 
live, and without whom I die | mor 
tifie in me all ſenſual Deſires, en 
flame my Heart with thy holy Love 
that I may no longer eſteem the Va 
. Nities 


Ar 1 
ities of this World, but place my 
fetions entirely on thee. | 
Let my laſt Breath, when my 
dul ſhall leave my Body, breathe 
th Love to thee, my God: Ien- 
rd into Life without acknow- 
doing thee, let me therefore finiſh 
Win loving thee ; O ler the laſt Act 
Wit beLovef 7 


[ts of Conformity to the W1LL 


of Gop. 


D Leſſed Will of God! how juft 
D and upright art thou in all thy 
eterminations? How good and 
Wniable in all thy Diſpenſations? 
ey only love thee not, who know 

ee not, and they who know thee 
Wot, how miſerable are they? 
Whar art thou, O Lord ? and 
hat am 1? Thou art all Wiſdom: 
am all Blindneſs and Ignorance. 
buſe thou for me, let thy holy 
ill be done in me and by me, be- 

8 cauſe 


- 


| 
= 
= 


my ſelf, all would be Vanity, Rall 


and I am capable of willing exe 


preſent Pleaſures, how contray 
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cauſe if I thould chuſe and will & 


nels aud Folly. _ 
Thouart a Gcd infinite in Merc 


and Loving-kindnels, therefore wil tl 
order all things to my greateſt ori 
vantage. Wo to me! when my WI i 
is not obhedient and reſigned to tH T 

Bleſſed Will in every thing. hat 
O my God, thou canſt will nYhe 


thing but that which is truly goon 


thing that is monſtrouſly evil; 
therefore renounce my own Will, 
ſubmit to be intirely governed bile 
thine. = 8 

The Deſigus of thy Mercy aret 
make me happy to all Eternity, a 
my perverſe Inclinations run aft mn 


ever they may be to thy gracio 
Purpoles. It is therefore reaſonablhy C 
O Lord, that I ſhould diſtruſt m 
own Guidance, and that thy bleſſe 
Will ſhould direct all my Ways. 
5 HFHoline 
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Holineſs is the Path my God hath 
Walked out to everlaſting Blits; 
Way thy boly Will be accompliſhed 
me, and hen I ſhall be ſanctified 
y, thy Grace in this World, and 
Worificd in the Enjoyment of thy 
Wt in the next. 
Thy Will, O Bleſſed Jeſus, is 
Wiat 1 ſhould avoid al Sin, and pu- 
Wie my ſelf as thou art pure; my 
en Will does but too often prevail 
Won me to tranſgrels thy holy 
is, which therefore I deteſt and 
bhor. Thy Will ſhall be my Rule, 
Wecauſe it makes me do every thing 
at is good. 5 
Hou true is it, O my Jeſus, that 
hou art my Lord and Maſter, my 
mnipotent Sovereign? How fir | 
d reaſonable therefore is it, that 
by Will in every thing ſhould be 
ny Choice and Satisfaction? 
Confider well, O my Soul, that 
pon two Wills depends either thy 
appineſs or thy Miſery ; PORN: 


? 


\ 


deſerved? Shall I not quietly a 
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Will of God, thy Happineſs; upd, 
thy own Will, thy Miſery : Confl1j 
der well to which thou chuſeſt I i 
unite thy ſelf, becauſe eternal Ha Tj 
pineſs and eternal Miſery are of tc IF; 


great Importance to be neglected He 


'Tis eaſy, O Lord, to ſubmit II. 
thy Will, when it is pleaſing a lire 
agreeable to our Natures; but eq a 


tainly it is no leſs our Duty whe 
thou thinkeſt fit to try us with D 
ficulties, and to contradict the Inc 
nations of Fleſh and Blood. 
In all thy Sufferings, in thy pai 
ful Crucifixion and ſhameful Deat 
O my dear Jeſus, thou didſt entir 
ly reſign thy ſelf to the Will of th 
Father. Shall I murmur againſt le 
Sufferings, which I have ſo mud 


od, 
re l 


patiently ſubmit to them? 
If Ido not love thee, O my Got 
more than my ſelf, I am not worth 
of thee; If I do not prefer thy Wi 
to my own, it is much to be * 


an 


« 
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do not love thee ; Oh my God, I 
ill deny my ſelf to be made per- 
ct in Love. | ks 
by Will, O God, is thy bleſſed 
f; they therefore, who refuſe to 
low thy Will, declare that thou 
Wall not reign over them, that they 
fre not the Knowledge of thy 
Ways. It is thee I deſire, O my 
Wod,I renounce my ownWill there- 
re to follow thine. 1 


{7's of VirTuE iu relation to 


1% Paſſion of our Saviour, 


Hither has Love carricd thee, 

O bleſſed Jeſus? even to 
De painful and ſhameful Death of 
e Crois for my ſake. O how im- 
rrfect is my Love, if Afflictions or 
roſles are able to ſeparate me from 
ee? or if I am not willing to en- 
re the greateſt Torments rather 
Jan forſake thee ? „„ 
| 5 Spa Thou 
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Thou wert, O Jeſus, ſo in Loy 
with Sufferings for me, that rath 
than come down from the Cro 
thou didſt chuſe to expire upon i 
Miſerable Wretch that Jam! Ho 
does my Fleſh and Blood ſtart att 
very Appearance ofa violent Deati 
tho it might be neceſſary as a T. 
ſtimony of the Truth of my Aﬀet 
on towards thee! ! 
Thy facred Head was crown 
with Thorns, and all thy Bod 
plowed with Scourges, but my Si 
and Follies addedSharpneſs to then 
and pierced thee and wounded the 
more than the Thorns and Scourgg 
themſelves. O] I grieve and loy 
when I conſider my Iniquities dre 
upon thee all thy Sorrows; tho 
exquiſite Pains and Torments in th 
Body! thoſe inexpreſſible Fears an 
ll Anguiſh in thy Sou! 
ll I do for ever, O Lord, deteſt a 
abjure thoſe Sins that were thy To 
mentors, I will perſecute FOE vi 
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Wiſts and Affections that crucified 
hee, Iwill ly from all Appearance 
Wt Evil. ws ps” 
Is it poſſible not to love thee, O 
eſſed Saviour, above all things, 
Who haſt delivered me from ſuch 
Wnpcrious Maſters ? Is it poſſible to 
emember that my Sins occaſioned 
Wl thy Grief, and ever to offend 
, 
What does my Soul long for? 
hat is the Deſire of my Heart? 
tit poſſible that empty frail Crea- 
res only ſhould rejoice and delight 
when divine Love diſplays it ſelf 
1 the bleeding Wounds of the ſuf- 
ring Jeſus? . 
Let the Fire of Divine Love burn 
tight in my Soul, never will I 
arch for any other Fewel to nou- 
h this holy Flame, than thy 
courges and thy Thorns, than thy 
Kceed and thy Croſ ! 
Thy whole Life was ſpent in 
bing good, and ſo far from indulg- 
9 12 ing 
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ing the Pleaſures of Senſe, rhalf 
thou hadſt not where to lay th 
Head; and whoever frequents thi 
Chriſtian Sacrifice, muſt be con 
vinced at what a rate thou did{ 
value the Welfare of Mankind; fo 
thou didſt willingly embrace al 
ſorts of Sufferings in order to aq; 

OO 5 
| What Folly and Raſhneſs is i 
therefore for me to be always c- 
reſſing my ſelf with ſenſual Enjo 
ments, to be ſpending my Eſtate 
in Jollity, in Splendor, in Foll 
and Luxury, which ought to be. 
employed in doing good to thF: 
Souls and Bodies of Men! How 
_ unlike is this to that Example 
thou haſt ſet before me, and tc 
that Diſpoſition of Mind thou re 
PTV 7 
Alas! Suffering can only aftright 
thoſe that conſider themſelves, anc 
not thee ; that love themſelves, anc 
got thee, O my crucified 0 
ou 
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ou wert made perfect thro' Suf- 
rings, and can I behold and love 
ich a bleſſed Pattern, and not de- 
De to ſuffer with thee, and to die 
VV 
Who can fathom this Abyſs of 
vine Love? I am the Criminal, 
nd thou, O Bleſſed Jeſus, art cru- 
fied : What oug I not to have 
fered, to have gaiacd an Intereſt 
WW thee ? And yet what haſt thou 
Wot ſuffered ro purchaſe ſuch a 
Wrerch as Iam? \( 
have offended thec, and thou 
F:concileſt me with thy own Blood; 
Joccaſioned thy Death, and thou 
iveſlt me Life: Was there ever 
ny Love like that Love which my 
ord and my God has ſhewed to- 
nards me 
When I conſider thee, O dear Je- 
us, what thou art in thy ſelf, and 
hat thou art to me, I feel my ſelf 
MWonſtrained to love thee. Where 
au I diſcover greater Excellencies 
—_— . and 
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and Perfections to raiſe my Admil 
ration? Where ſhall I find greate 


Bounty and Goodnels to engage m 
Aﬀections ? 0 


Ads of Humility. 


CF My God! Thou art the eter 
nal Source of all Excellenc 
and Perfection; and I, miſcerabl: 
Wretch! what am 1? Nothing buf 
poor Duſt and Aſhes, Folly and Va 
nity. It is reaſonable therefore 
ſhould obey thee, becauſe thou ara 
infinitely above me; that I ſhoul 
ſubmit to thee in all things, withou 
grudging, without murmuring, be 
cauſe thou art infinite Wiſdom. 
HBleſſed Humility! When ſhall 
poſſeſs thee?When ſhall I enjoy that 
Tranquilliry of Mind, which is only 
found among thole that love and oÞ 
bey thee? When ſhall I be adorned 
with that Comelineſs and Beauty 
which thou only canſt — 
bi” a 
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What have I, O Lord, whereof 
glory? If of my Body, it is no- 
ing but vile Clay moulded by thy 
)mnipotent Hand, and muſt return 
Rottenneſs, and be the Food of 
Worms; If of my Mind, it is the 
reath of Life infuſed by thee, and 
my own Folly made full of Sin 
a Wickedneſs. I have gone aſtray 
om the Womb, and in Sin did my 
other conceive me. Ss 
All the Good I poſſeſs comes from 
ee; if my outward Man has any 
dvantages above others, it is the 
fect of thy Bounty; from whence 
roceeds Health andStrength,Beau- 
and Comelineſs, and upon thy 
Vill they depend, to be recalled at a 
Moment ; if my Mind has the leaſt 
xcellency, it is thy Gift, who didſt 
ndue me with Reaſon and Grace: 


by Favours; and whatever is bad 
u me, is properly mine. 

| am unworthy, O Lord, of all 

Ta, I 4 thy 


rex. 
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thy Gifts, by Reaſon of my Vileneſ 
and Ingratitude; I do not deſeryq 
the Air I breathe in, becauſe I hays 
infected it as it were with noiſome 
Luſts; I do not deſerve the Bread ! 
eat, becauſe my Table has become 
Snare, and the good Creatures the 
| haſt given me for Refreſhment have 
been abuſed to Luxury and Senſua 


dati 
heC; 
Air. 
Var 
and 
leſe 
end 
are 
pro 


lity. 4 tg; Ihe 
Dlet me conſider what I am bf « 
Nature, frail and weak; what I anffffor 
buy Sin, odious and contemptible in Me 
thy ſight: and let this Knowledgefimu 
of my ſelf ſuppreſs and mortify all let 
proud and vain Thoughts; let no 
Senſe of my own Vileneſs and Un-Khlr 
worthineſs make me humble my l{clfice 


as it were in Duſt and Aſhes. Pro 
It is the ſincere deſire of my Soul, ( 
O bleſſed Jelus! It is the firm choice fol 
of my Will to be rather a Door— ſtia 
keeper in the Houſe of my God, thanFWar 
to dwell in the Tents of Wickedneſs. or 
1 will not place my Pleaſure and au 
5h om Satisfaction 


— 
— on on 
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WcatisfaQtion in the Praiſe of Men, 
becauſe it is an uncertain Breath of 
Ar, apt to {well me with Pride and 
Nvanity, and is the Effect of Civility 
ind Charity, rather than of what I 
eſerve. I will, in all my Actions 
W:ndeavour to pleaſe thee, tho' it be 
Wirended with Ignominy and Re- 
Wroach, and tho' i thereby become 
the Contempt of the Scornfu. 
O let me bear the Injuries and Af- 
ionts of bad Men with Patience and 
Meekneſs, becauſe I have deſerved 
nuch worſe Treatment from thee. 
et me receive the Reproofs andAd- 
Mnonitions of good Men with Thank- 
-Zulneſs, becauſe I ſtand ſo much in 
iced of them, and that they are ſo 
proper to correct my Follies. 
O let me never inſult over the 
follies and Sins of my Fellow Chri- 
tians, becauſe I am liable to the 
ame Temptations; let me pity and 
compaſſionate their Misfortunes, be- 
Jauſe if I am not plung'd in the 


n 1 5 fame 


5 
„ 
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fame Gulph of Miſery, it is wholly 
owing to thy Grace which has pre 
ſerv'd me, to thy Almighty Hand 
which has held me up. 
How didſt thou condeſcend, 0 
dear Jeſus, to be born in a Stable, 
to lead a Life deſtitute of all Com- 
forts and Accommodations, to die 
upon a Croſs, and all this for the 
ood of thy ſinful Creatures; and 
all I think any Labour too grie- 
vous, any Office too mean whereby 
I may be able to promote the Tem: 
poral and Eternal Happineſs of my 
— 8 
Without thee, O Jeſus, I can do 
nothing! Inſpire me with that Hu- 
mility which thou haſt taught by 
thy Precepts, and by thy own Ex- 
ample; Iwill endeavour to imitate 
thy ſtate of Humiliation here upon} © 
Earth, that I may partake of thoſe] Grea 
Glories thou now doſt poſſeſs at the defir: 
right hand of thy Father, my 


I Alke 
Ale 
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- Acts of Cox TRITIOx. 
Moſt gracious God, who art 

O the inexhauſtible Fountain 
of all Goodneſs: who art only 
amiable ; how grievouſſy have I 
offended thee? What return have I 
made for thoſe Graces and Favours, 
which thou haſt beſtowed upon 
me? What tribute have I paid to 
thine infinite Perfections? I will 
declare my Iniquity, and be ſorry 
for my Sins. EE AT: 

I will repent, O my God, of my 
Sins as the greateſt of Evils; and 
the remembrance of them ſhall be 
more grieyous and afflicting to me, 
than that of any other Evil what- 
ſoever; for they are the Offences 
of a vile Creature againſt thee, the 
Great Creator, the chiefeſt and moſt 
deſirable Good; wherefore I abhor 
my felf and repent in Duſt and 

Aſhes. ve. PMI... 


I 6 I can 
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I can plead nothing, O Lord, to 
extenuate the Guilt of my Sins; J 
oughtto have renounc'd every thing 
that is valuable in Lite, nay even 
Life it ſelf, rather than to have of. 
fended thee, whole loving Kindneſs 
is better than Life: Bur I do now 
moſt heartily deteſt my Sins, be- 
cauſe they are diſpleaſing to thee, 
who art Infinite Goodneſs, and! 
purpoſe by the help of thy Grace to 
ive better for the time to come. 
Thou haſt graciouſly declared, ON 
my chiefeſt Good, that a broken 
Spirit is a Sacrifice acceptable to 
thee ; that thou wilt not deſpiſe a 
broken and a contrite Heart. O my 
Heart, ler Gricf and Sorrow rend more 
thee in Pieces, who halt hitherto 
Sacrificed thy ſelf to a vain and 
wicked World. 185 
If the Sorrow of this Vale of 
Tears could enter into the State of 
the Bleſſed, even in Heaven I would 
lament the Offences committed a- 
1 — N gainſt YGlor 
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gainſt the great Lord of Heaven and 
barth. But whilſt I am here below 

will turn unto thee, O Lord, with 
Weeping and ge and I will 
huſe the greateſt Sufferings rather 
than offend thee. 5 

I love thee, O my God, and how 
uch is it the Grief of my Soul that 
have not always loved thee ? That 


Head were Waters, and my Eyes 
Fountain of Tears, that I might 


nuch to be forgiven. 
As my Love increaſes towards 


thee, O dear Jeſus, ſo much the 


more do I grieve for my Sins, which 
made thee a Man of Sorrow and ac- 
quainted with Grief. And I am ſo 
much rhe more reſolved by the hel 


Evil for the Time to come; by how 


| have not always had a regard to 
thy divine Precepts ? O that my 


weep much, and love much, having 


of thy Grace to abſtain from all 


much the more I rcjoice in every 
thing that tends to thy Honour and 
Glory. | Oh! 
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Oh! For what empty Shadows 
have I forfeited: the Fayour of the 
moſt High ? For what trifling Vani 
ties have I incurred the diſpleaſure 
of my beſt Benefactor? I have ſin 
ned, O Lord, I have ſinned againſt 
Heaven and in thy Sight, and am 
no more worthy to be called th 
Son: But I return with the Prodi 
gal; O let thy Paternal BowelYne : 
| yearn on me, and graciouſly rcFGoo, 

ceive me. n FI 

How can I behold thee, O Iufi ov 
nite Goodneſs, and not love thee ſes g 
How can I love thee and not grieve] wi 
for having offended thee ? Andnotftcou! 
deteſt my Sins, and not reſolve tofhew 
forſake them? Oh! may I alway} O 
ſincerely love thee, and then I ſhalli in Sh 
always renounce and abhor everyſme 
thing that is Evil. 3 
I The Torments ofthe damned ar Hein 

juſtly the Objects of my Fear; and; unde 
when I conſider that they are Eter I Subj. 
nal, I tremble, O Lord, at thy juſſ Occa 

Js and 
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and Omnipotent Wrath proyok'd 
by my heinous Tranſgreſſions. But 
Ohl let the Senſe of having offended 
infinite Goodneſs be more grievous 
aud afflicting to me, than that of a- 
ny other Evil whatſoever. 
Bleſſed Jeſus! Haſt thou not re- 


deemed me from many and great 
Evils ? Haſt thou not heaped upon 
me abundant Teſtimonies of thy 
Goodneſs andLoving-kindneſs? And 


yet have not mine Iniquities increal- 
ed over my Head, and my Treſpaſ- 


ſes grown unto the Heavens? But 


will break off my Sins by Righ- 
teouſneſs, and mine Iniquities by 
ſhewing Mercy to the Poor. 

O! my God, I will lie down 
in Shame, and Confuſion fhall cover 
me. The Meaſure of my Sorrow, 
ſhall bear ſome Proportion to the 
Heinouſneſs of my Sins. I will keep 


under my Body and bring it into 


Subjection. I will avoid all freſh 
Occaſions of Backſliding. I will o- 


bey 


EN NN ͤ 2 ee — 
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thou ſhalt think fit to inflict upo 
me: Happy, infinitely happy! i 
upon any Terms I can procure thy 
Love and Fayour.. - — 
O heavenly Father, for thine own 
infinite Mercies ſake, for thy Trut 
and Promiſe fake, for all the Merit 
and Sufferings of the Son of th 
Love, in whom thou art always wel 
pleaſed, pardon all my Sins and Fail 
ings, and receive me into thyFayour 


Amen, O Lord God, Amen, Amen ere 
eee =o 
Ads of PR AIs F. my 
. 1 ng, t 
Raiſe the Lord, O my SoulYord 


for it is a good thing to ſing 
Praiſes unto our God; O ſingPraiſes 
unto his Name, for it is lovely! 
Thy Name, O Lord, endureth fo 
ever, ſo doth thy Memorial, O Lord 
from one Generation to another. 
As long as Llive, I will praiſe rhe 
8 Lord, 


rn, Yp 
ord, as long as J have any Being, 
will ſing Praiſes unto my God. 

To thee, O Lord, belongeth 


reatneſs, and Power, and Glory, 
nd Victory, and Majeſty : For all 


hat is in the Heaven and in the 
Earth is thine, thine is the King- 


s Head above all. Bleſſed and 


od, for ever and for ever. 


ernal King, before the Mountains 
ere brought forth, or ever thou 
ad'ſt formed the Earth and the 


od ah is everlaſting Strength. 
Thou art, O Lord, the ſame, ycſter- 


ears fail not. Thy Goodneſs, thy 
ower, thy Wiſdom, and thy Righ- 
eouſneſs endure for ever, with thee 
no Variableneſs nor Shadow of 
= turning 


bm, O Lord, and thou art exalted 
raiſed be thy Holy Name, O Lord 


Thou art the Everlaſting and E- 


orld, from everlaſting to everlaſt- 
g thou art God, I will traſt in the 
ord for ever, for in the Lord 7e- 


ay, to day, and for ever, and thy 
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jake good all thy Promiſes, and 
one can ſtay thy Hand. Thou 
anſt inflictthe greateſt Puniſhments 
pon the wicked, and none can 
rithſtand thy Power. Who can re- 
it the Deſtruction which the Lord 
ends ? They only are ſecure of a 
fe Refuge, who abide under the 
hadow of the almighty. _ 
Praiſed be the Loid, who only 
archeth the Hearts of all the Chil- 
ren of Men; there is not a Word 
n the Tongue, but thou know eſt 
t altogether, thine Eyes are upon 
he Ways of Man, and thou elk all 
is Goings. There is no Darkneſs 
chere the Workers of Iniquity can 
ide themſelves. Let all the Earth 
oye and fear thee, for thou know- 
ſt, and canſt reward their Services. 
et the Faithful call upon thee in 
ill their Streights, for thy Ear is 
pen to their Cry. And let every 
Ine 1 ok for that dreadful Tri- 
unal where every Thought {hall be 
| EE brought 
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brought into Judgment. God i 
greater than our Hearts and know 
eth all things. 88 88 
Oh! Lord, how manifold are 
thy Works, in Wiſdom haſt tho 
made them all; thou haſt framed al 
things in Number, Weight, and 
Meaſure, and governeſt them wit 
the beſt Order and greateſt Harmo 
ny. Thou chuſeſt what is belt for us 
and preſcribeſt the beſt Means for 
the Advancement of our Happineſs 
But that Wiſdom can never bf ſuffi 
ciently praiſed, which is manifeſted 
in the ſtupendous Myſtery of Man 
Redemption, where all the Diving; 
Attributes ſhined with the greateſt 
Luſtre. Which to them that periſh 
is fooliſhneſs, but to them that are 
ſaved the Power of God, and theg; 
Wiſdom of God. Happy is the Man Th 
that findeth this Wiſdom, that get. 
teth this Underſtanding. 1 
Praiſed be thy Name who keepe 


Truth for ever, who wilt not ſuf. at 
„ Ds fer * 


er th 
he tl 
OU 
als a 
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he thing that is gone out of thy 


als away, but thy Words ſhall nor 
als away till all things be fulfilled. 
Thou art a God of Truth without 
niquity and Deceit; no deceitful 


erſon ſhall reſt upon thy Holy 
ill, he that telleth lies ſhall not 


ry in thy fight, 


Vays, and Holy in all his Works. 
e will not clear the Guilty, nor 
eſpect the Perſons of Men, but re- 
ardeth every Man according to 


all be the Portion of every Soul 


our, and Peace, ſhall be to eyery 
lan that worketh Good. 


urer Eycs than to behold Iniquity, 
nd haſt no Pleaſure in Wickednels. 
Lis contrary to the Purity of thy 


Laws, 


er thy faithfulneſs to fail, nor alter 


outh, Heaven and Earth ſhall 


The Lord is righteous in all his 


is Work. Tribulation and Anguiſh 


hat loveth Evil; but Glory, Ho- 


Thou art a Holy God, and of 


ature, to the Perfection of thy 


rr 


Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs; le 
for without Holineſs no Man {hal 
ſee the Lord. 3 

his Creatures, and for the Wonder 


which he doth for the Children o 


the beſt of thy Creatures is deri 
ved from thee: the Earth is full of 


of Afflictions, it is that we may ic 
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Laws, and to thoſe Pleaſures w hic Hou 
are at thy right Hand for evermore®S> * 


Let us therefore put on the Ne\ e dot 


Man, which after God is created ii. 


Ps 


us purifie our ſelves as God is pure 


Praiſed be the Lord, for his grea 
Goodneſs which is extended to a 


Men. Whatever appears good it 


thy Goodneſs, and nothing is his VA 
from the Influence ofit. Thou load KS 
( 


ppro 


nite 


our Tranſgreſſions, and turn from 
our Iniquities, and ſtill thou wait 
eſt to be gracious, Oh! that Mc 

[Lak woul 
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rould praiſe the Lord for his Good- 


es, and declare the Wonders that 
e doth for the Children of Men. 


{PravtR which may be uſed 
at any time in the Week be- 
fore the Sunday or Holy-day 


municate, and which may 
properly be annexd 10 our 
Morning Devotions at ſi ich 


times. 


| God,who haſt by thy Mini- 
er given me an Invitation to thy 


cnitential Preparation, and with a 
cart fully diſpoſed to ſerye and o- 
ey thee all the Days of my Life. 


umbly beſcech thee, to examine 
be ſtate of my own Mind, to com- 


on which we deſigu to com- 


OST Gracious and Merciful 


eavenly Feaſt, grant me grace to 
pproach thy holy Myſteries with 


Enable me, O my God, I moſt | 


f S 
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pare my Actions with the Rule ſhrie 
thy Laws, that nothing contrary {þl! 
thy holy Will may ever find a ſeiſer 
tled Abode in my Soul; thou knoy led) 
eſt all that Load of Impiety and Cuil hat 
under which I lie, help me therVoy 
fore ſo impartialy to judge and con ot 
demn my ſelf, ſo humbly to repenfſſ  C 
and beg Pardon, that I may not bſ{Þou] 
condemned at thy dreadful Tribqq 
nal: But alas! after the moſt {trig Py 

Examination we can make, who cafſfion: 
number his Impieties? who can te | 2c 
how oft he offendeth ? Cleanſe min 
therefore, O Lord, from my ſectq r 
Faults, which in general I renounqpraiſ 
r 0 
O my God, who alone canſt officign 
der the unruly Wills and Affection Nen 
of ſinful Men, be pleaſed to change 1 
my Heart into an entire Love off har 
thee, that I may be unfeignedly forfiar 

ry for having offended thee, whEiat 

art infinite Goodneſs; that with Hu th 
broken and contrite Heart I mayſrail 

e | gerieſß 


— 


*in 20 

brieve and mourn, and repent for 

my former Sins, and may for e- 
rer forſake them, and for the future 
edfaſily purpoſe to lead anew Life, 
That 1 may renew my Baptiſmal 
Vow, and hereafter live as a {worn 
Votary to thy Love. „ 

O heavenly Father, ſettle in my 
Soul 4 lively Faith in thy Mercy 


ny beiog accepted in the Beloyed, 
Praiſe thee. bode 
| O my crucified God, thou Sove- 


thro Chriſt, a ſtedfaſt Belief of all 
thy Love to Sinners, and an affec- 
jonate Reliance on the Merits and 
Mediation of thy crucified Son; of 


tr whom 1 will ever adore and 


eign Inflammative of Love, let the 
emembrance of thy Death ſet all 
de Powers of my Soul on work, 
Flat I may deſire and pant after thee, 
War I may admire and adore thee, 
What 1 may take heayenly Delight 
In thy gracious Preſence, that with 
Fraiſe/ and Thankſgiving I may re- 

| FR „ ceive 
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ceive thee into my Heart, and al. Rel 
ways entertain thee with pious Diſ N HK. 
poſitions, and devout Affections. 

I ſee, O bleſſed Jeſus, in the Me. RIO. 


morial of thy Sufferings, how thou! + 


didſt forgive me, and didſt love me 
when I was thy Enemy; give me 
Grace to love my Neighbour, and I (4, 
to be in Charity with all Men; to 
forgive all my Enemies, and to be 
at Peace with all the World, as the 
deſire to be loved, and forgiven, and 
to be at Peace with thee. All that Nhe! 
have any way injured me I freely 

forgive, for thy ſake, O Lord; and A 
if I have wronged or injured my 

Neighbour, give me Grace to beg! 
his Pardon; and, as I have Oppor- 
tunity, to make him Satisfaction and 
Reſtitution according to my Power. 
Whenever I ſec any of thy poo: 
Members Hungry, or Naked, or 
in Diſtreſs, let the Remembrance of 
thy Love, in dying for me. engage 
me to contribute all I can to thei: 

2 710 f KNellef; 
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Relief; may they ever liberally par- 
rake of what I enjoy, ſince thou 
wert ſo liberal of thy ineſtimable 10 
r Ns 
Thus prepared, O\Lord, let me | 
approach thy holy Table, and fo 
eat the Fleſh of thy dear Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, and drink his Blood, that 
my ſinful Body may be made clean 
by his Body, and my Soul waſhed 
thro* his moſt precious Blood, that 
I may evermore dwell in him, and 
he in me. Amen. 


A PravEr in our Retirement 
after we are returned home 
from the Lord's Table, which: 
may be added io our Evening. 
„„ 


Acknowledge, O Lord, my God 1 

with all Thankfulneſs of Heart, 
thy great Mercy and Goodneſs com- 
municated to me this Day, in gi- 
K 2 ving 


— 


— 
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ving me an Opportunity of ap. 
pProaching thy holy Table, and in 


diſpoſing my Mind to commemorate 
the infinite Love of my crucified 
Saviour; to render him Thanks and 


Praiſe for lay ing down his Life as a 


Sacrifice for the Sins of the World; 
and to repreſent unto thee that Sa- 


crifice, as a full Satisfaction for them; 


whereby thou doſt incline me hum- 
bly te 


Ear to all the preſſing Exhortations 


of thy Miniſters; and being influen- 


eed by the Cares, and Riches, and 
Pleaſures of Life, when they are in- 


vited, refuſe to come? How many 


pious, and devout Souls are deprived 
f the bleſſed Advantage of this 
higheſt and moſt ſolemn Act of Re- 


| ligion ? and how many ſincere and 


faithful Chriſtians are oppreſſed with 


Scruples, dejected with Fears, ſo 


, * by 
. 
” « O ff 


| bly to; hope for all the Benefits of 
bis Death and Paftion. © 
How many, O Lord, turn a deaf 


++" Gar 
f ey TE x 1 * 
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that they dare not venture to par- 
rake of the holy Myſteries ? 
What Thanks therefore, moſt 
racious God, can I return unto 
thy divine Majeſty, for impreſſing 
a Senſe of my Duty upon my Mind, 
and for that Strength and Power 
whereby thou haſt in ſome Mea- 
ſure enabled me to perform it? I 
will praiſe and magnifie thy great 
and glorious Name, and I will en- 
tirely devote my lelf to thy Service 
as long as I have any Being. 
Bleſſed be thy Name for thoſe. 
freſh Supplies of Grace I have re- 
ceived at thy Altar ; grant that they 
may make me run the way of thy 
Commandments with Delight and 
Pleaſure ; that I may never any 
more faint or droop, or tire in my 
Duty. . 

Bleſſed be thy Name for thoſe 
comfortable Aſſurances thou haſt gi- 
ven me of Pardon and Forgiveneſs. 

Let this thy compaſſionate Goodneſs 
OP: "I be 


1 — — 
— —— 
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be a perpetual Obligation to Love 
and Gratitude. Let it put me up- 
on my Guard, that J may watch 
over all my ways, and do always 
2 which is well pleaſing in thy 
light. 7 e 
Bleſſed be thy Name for that 
Peace and Quiet thou haſt reſtored 
to my Soul; for thoſe Reſolutions 
thou haſt wrought in me to perſe- 
vere in thy Service to the end of 
my Days; make them firm, vigo- 
rous, and conſtant, and never let 
any ſinful Paſſions any more ruffle 
and diſcompoſe my Mind. 
Bleſſed be thy Name for that 
Relith thou haſt given me of ſpi- 
ritual Delights; that Deſire of pol- 
ſeſſing the eternal Inheritance; let 
the Enjoy ments of Senſe appear 
mean and contemptible, and let not 
the Pleaſures of the World any 
more prevail upon me to tranſgrels 
thy holy Laws. 


Grant, 
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Grant, O Lord, that I may walk 
worthy of theſe thy diſtinguiſhing 

Mercies, and live as becomes the 
E Redeemed of the Lord. Without 
f thee, O bleſſed Jeſus, I can do no- 
ching; without thee who art the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs I ſhall walk in 
Darkneſs; without thee who art the 
I Phyſician of Souls I ſhall languiſh 
and die; without thee who art the 
Joy of all devout Minds, 1 ſhall 
conſume my Days away in Sadnels. 
Remain therefore, O Lord, and a- 
bide with me for ever; I ſhall then 
be enabled to do thy Will in this 
Life, and thereby be qualified to 
partake of thy Glories to all Ererni- 
ty in the next, Amen, Amen, 


K 4 Lince 
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Since it is poſſible this little Trea: 

Fife may fall into Hands tha 
may be deſtitute of Helps fo 

Family Devotion, I have added 
a Morning and Evening Praye 
for ſuch Occaſions. 


A Mornxixo-Praver for a Family. 
Eternal God, Creator and 


Preſerver of all Mankind, Giy- 
er of all ſpiritual Grace, the Au— 


thor of everlaſting Life; we thine] 


un worthy Servants entirely deſire 
to praiſe thy Name ſor all the Ex. 
8 of thy Bounty towards us. 


e give thee Thanks that thou haſt i 


preſerved us from many and great 
Dangers wherewith we have been 
encompaſſed, that thou haſt brought 
us ſafe ro the Light of this Day, 
and that thou haſt refreſhed us 
the paſt Night with quiet Reſt 


and Sleep: But above. all, bleſſed 
be thy Love that gave thy Son 
o 
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to die for our Sins, to put us 
in a Way of being happy, if we 
would obey thee; and after all our 
wilful Refuſals of thy Grace ſtill 
haſt Patience with us, and haſt ad- 
ded this one Day more to all we 
have miſpent already, to ſee if we 
will finiſh the Work thou haſt ſet 
us to do, and fit our ſelyes for eter- 
—WWWW fncy nit 
Pardon, good Lord, all our for- 
mer Sins, and all our Abuſes of thy 
Forbearance and Long-ſuffering, for 
which we are now ſorry at our 
Hearts; give us Grace to lead more 
holy Lives, and to be more careful 
in improving all future Opportuni- 
ties: Make thy ſelf preſent to our 
Minds, and let thy Love and thy 
Fear rule in our Souls in all thoſe 
Places and Companies, where our 
Occaſions ſhall lead us this Day. _ 
Keep us chaſte in all our Thoughts, 
temperate in all our Enjoyments, 
humble in all our Opinions of our 
"KS ſelves, 
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ſelves, charitable in all our Speeches 
of others, meek and peaceable un- 
der all Provocations, ſincere and IF it, 
faithful in all our Profeſſions, and m 
ſo juſt and upright in all our Deal. F or 
ings, that no Neceſſity may force, I as 
nor Opportunity in any kind allure F th 
us to defraud or go beyond our IF it: 
Neighbours. When thou beſtoweſt te 
Good on others, let us not envy but | p 
rejoice in it, and when. thou addeſt P 
any to our ſelves, let us own thy FF ir 
Mercy and humbly thank thee | 
is 
Afford us convenient Supplies in | V 
all our reaſonable Neceſſities, and It 
Protect us againſt the Approach of 
all Dangers: Make us diligent in 


= 


I 

2 

all our Aﬀairs, and 2 ſuch Suc- 10 
0 

f 

f 


ceſs to all our lawful Endeayours, 


as thou ſeeſt moſt expedient for us: 

teach us contentedly to ſubmit and 

not to repine at any thing that hap- 
dens by the Allotment of thy wile | * 


— 
— —— — — 
—̃ — —— n-4-" 


. 


; royigence. 


In 
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In all our Paſſage through this 
World and our manifold Concerns 1n 


it, ſuffer not our Hearts to be too 
much ſet upon it; but always fix 
our Eyes upon the bleſſed Hope, that 


as we go along we may make all 
the things of this World miniſter to 
it, and be careful above all things 
to fit our Souls for that pure and 


perfect Bliſs, which thou haſt pre- | 
pared for all that love and fear thee, || 


in the Glories of thy Kingdom. 
Give thy Grace, moſt merciful 
God, to all the World, and let all 


who are redeemed by the Blood of 
thy Son, acknowledge thee to be the 
Lord, and become his Worſhippers 
and faithful Servants. Make all 


Chriſtians conſcientions Practiſers 


of that Holineſs they profeſs; and 


above all inſpire them with uniting 


Principles and charitable Hearts, 


_ that by their loving one another, 
as thou haſt loyed us, all the World 


may know they are thy Diſciples. 


216 DEvoTIONs for 


Let all Governours rule with Wil 


dom and Juſtice, and Subjects obey 
with Love and Chearfulneſs. Let 
the Prieſts of the Lord be exempla- 
ry in their Lives, and diſcreet and 

iligent in their Labours, having a 
moſt compaſſionate Love of Souls ; 
and let the People be humble and 
tractable, moſt deſirous to hearken, 
and fully bent to follow wiſe In- 
ſtructions. Relieve the afflicted and 
thoſe that are in want, aſſiſt them 
contentedly to depend on thee. 
Raiſe Friends to the Widows and 
FTFatherleſs, the Priſoners and Cap- 


tives, and all that groan under any 


Oppreſſion. Give Repentance, Pa- 


tience, and Reſignation. to all that 


lie upon Beds of Sickneſs, and-eaſz 
when thou ſecſt it convenient for 
them. Speak Peace to troubled Con- 
ſciences, . by delivering them from 
their cauſeleſs Scruples, and by mak- 
ing them conſtant in the Practice 
| of Holineſs. Bleſs all our Mente 
3 EE re. 
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who are eſpecially endeared to us 


by their Kindneſſes, all our Relati- 


ons according to the Fleſh, all that 
particularly pray for us, or defire 


our Prayers. Teach us all to ask 


what thou approveſt, and then grant 


us whatſoever is asked. 


Prevent us in all our Actions, 


0 us againſt all Dangers, re- 
lieve us in all Streights, and grant 


that we may always make thee our 


Confidence, and take all mie well 
that thou ordereſt for us; 
Jour Sorrows, and deliver us from 


J all our Sins, and fit us all for that 
Jeternal Kingdom which thou haſt. 
prepared for us, for 7e/#s's Sake, 


in whoſe holy Name and Words we 
farther pray unto thee. 
Our Father, &c. 


The Grace of our Lord e ſus 


Chriſt, the Love of God, the Fel- 


lowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt be with 
us this Day and for evermorse. 


Amen. 


10rten 


— omg os 
* 
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An Eveninc-Praver for a Family WI 


A Lmighty God, Father of our mit 

[A Lord eus Chriſt, Maker off 
all things, Judge of all Men: Weof 1 
acknowledge and bewail our mani- I to 
fold Sins and Wickedneſs, which thi 
__we from time to time moſt grie- I car 
vouſly have committed by Thought, wit 
Word and Deed againſt thy Divine abl. 
Majeſty, provoking moſt juſtly thy} tha 
Wrath and Indigaation againſt us; yer 
WO do earneſtly repent, and are COL 
heartily ſorry for theſe our Miſdo-Y We 
ings, and the Remembrance of them kne 
is grievous unto us. „„ 
Have Mercy upon us, O Lorch by 
after thy great Goodneſs, according] tur 

to the Multitude of thy Mercies dof rip] 
away our Offences; Waſh us tho-f anc 
roughly from our Wickedneſs, andy in 
cleanſe us from our Sins; create andy] all 
make in us new and contrite Hearts ] 
that we worthily lamenting * the 


I miſſion and Forgiveneſs. 


Grant us, O Lord, the Aſſiſtance 


Jof thy Holy Spirit, that for the time 
to come, we may think and do ſuch 
J things as be rightful; that we who 
cannot do any thing that is good 
JI wichout thee, may by thee be en- 


Jabled to live according to thy Will; 
that thy Grace may always ſo pre- 


FJ continually to be given to all good 


yent and follow us, as to make us 


Works. And thou, O God, who 


knoweſt us to be let in the midit 
of ſo many and great Dangers, that 


by Reaſon of the Frailty of our Na- 


ture we cannot always ſtand up- 


right ; grant to us ſuch Strength 


and Protection as may ſupport us 


in all Dangers, and carry us thro” 


all Temptations. | 


the Aſſaults of the Enemies of our 


Salva - 
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J paſt Follies, and acknowledging our 
Wretchedneſs, may obtain of thee, 
J the God of all Mercy, perfect Re- 


Help us, O Lord, to withſtand 
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Salvation, the World, the Fleſh and 
the Devil, and with pure Hearts 
and Minds to follow thee the only 
God. Graft in our Souls the Loye 
of thy Name, increaſe in us true 


Religion, nouriſh us with all Good. 


neſs, and of thy great Mercy keep 


us in the ſame. And thou, O God, 


 _ Whole never failing Providence or- 
dereth all things both in Heaven 
and Earth; 
ſeech thee, all hurtful Things; and 
give us thoſe things which are pro- 
fitable for us: And ſince tis thou 
alone canſt order the unruly Wills 
and Affections of ſinful Men, grant 
that we may love the things which 
thou commandeſt, and deſire that 


which thou doſt promiſe, that ſo 


among the ſundry and manifold 
Changes of the World, our Hearts 
may ſurely there be fix d, where 


true Joys are to be found. Diſpe ſe 


us by all the. Means of Grace we 
enjoy, to attain that everlaſting Sal- 
«rr vation 


4 


put from us, we be- 
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vation thou haſt promiſed ; that we 
may both perceive and know thoie 
things which we ought to do, and 
may have Grace and Power faith- 
fully to tulfil the ſame. 

Teach us, O Lord, ſo to number 
our Days, that we may apply our 
Hearts unto. Wiſdom; aud grant 
that neither the Splendor of any 
thing that is great, nor the Con- 
ceit of any thing that is good in us, 
may any way withdraw our Ey es 
from looking upon our ſelves as fin- 
ful Duſt and A hes, but that we may 
preſs forward towards the Prize of 
the high Calling that is before us, 
with Faith and Patience, with Hu- 
miliry and Meckneſs, with Morti- 
fication and Sell denial, with Cha- 
rity and conſtant Perſeverance to the 
End; that ſo when we ſhall depart 
this Lite we may ſleep in the Lord, 
and ar the General Reſurrection in 
the laſt Day may be found accept- 
able in thy Sight, and receive that 

1 185 Bleſſing 


nant of the true I/aelites. 
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Bleſſing which thy beloved Son ſhal 


then confer upon all thoſe that truly 
love and fear thee. 


Charge thy holy Providence, O. 


Lord, we humby beſeech thee, with 


us this Night, and by thy great Mer. 


cy defend us from all the Perils andti 


Dangers of it. Keep us both out- 


wardly in our Bodies, and inwardly] 
in our Souls, chat we may be de. 
fended from all Adverſities that may ii 
happen to the Body, and from all 
evil Thoughts that may aſſault and 
' hurt the Soul, 9755 
Extend thy Goodneſs, O Lord, to 
the whole Race of Mankind; have 
Mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Infi- 
dels and Hereticks; take from them 
all Ignorance, Hardneſs of Heart, 


and Contempt of thy Word; and ſo 
fetch them home to thy Flock, that 
they may be ſaved among the Rem- 
Grant 
unto all them that are admitted into 
the Fellowſhip of Chriſt's — 

n that 
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chat they may eſchew thoſe things 
that are contrary to their Profeſſion, 
J:nd follow all ſuch things as are 
lagreable to the ſame. Let thy con- 
tinual Pity cleanſe and defend thy 
church, and becauſe it cannot con- 
Itinue in Safety without thy Succour, 
Ipreſerve it evermore by thy Help 
and Goodneſs. Bleis all our Gover- 
ours both in Church and State, that 
Jio their ſeveral Stations they may be 
uſeful and ſerviceable to thy Glory 
Jand the publick Good. We make 
Jour humble Supplications to thee = 
Ifor all our Benefactors, Friends, and 
Relations, and alſo for our very 
Enemies; let thy Fatherly Hand be 
Fever over them, let thy Holy Spirit 
be ever with them, and ſo lead them 
in the Knowledge and Obedience of 
thy Word, that in the End they may 
obtain everlaſting Life. Look with 
an Eye of Pity and Compaſſion up- 
on all thoſe who are any ways afflict- 
ed in Mind, Body, or Eſtate; 
| 1 give 
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give them Patience under all thei 
Sufferinzs, and in thy due time: 
happy Iſſue our of all their Afflicti 
ONS. : 

And as we pray unto thee, Of 
God, for our ſelves and others, {c 
we defire to bleſs and praite th 
holy Name for all thy Goodnels an: 
loving Kindneſs ro us, and to al 
Men. We give thee hearty Thank: 
for thy Preſervation of us this Da 
paſt, and the reſt of our Lives from 
innumerable Accidents and Dangers 
for the Comforts and Conveniencies 
as well as the Neceſſaries of Life. 
But above all, we laud and magnifie 
and adore thy Goodneſs, in the Re- 
de mption of the World by the Death 
and Paſſion of our Saviour Chriſt, 
both God and Man; who did hum- 
ble himſelf even to the Death upon 


the Croſs, for us miſerable Sinners, 
who lay in Darkneſs and in the Sha- 
dow of Death, that he might make 
us the Children of God, and exalt 
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s to everlaſting Life. Teach us 
o exprels our Thankfulneſs by ſub. 
jifting our ſelves entirely to his 
oly Will and Pleaſure, and by ſtu- 

yimg-to ſerve him in true Holineſs 
nd Righteouſneſs all the Days of 
ur Life. Accept, O Lord, ot theſe 
ur Prayers and Praiſes, in and tho- 

Pugh the Mediation of 7Zefus Chri/t 
ur bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, 
Irho has taught us, when we pray, 
0 lay, jy 


Our Father, &c. 
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